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Annual Report of the Faculty Senate Research Library Council 

Academic Year 2019-2020 

Introduction 

The Research Library Council (RLC) met three times during AY 2019-2020: October 4, 
2019; November 22, 2019; and February 7, 2020. Our fourth meeting for March 2020 was 
cancelled because of the pandemic. Each meeting follows the general flow of: Comments from 
the Chair, Approval of prior meeting minutes, Comments from the Dean of Libraries, Comments 
from RLC Members, and some selected presentations on activities the Libraries Dean or staff 
want the RLC to know about. Key topics discussed in each meeting is as follows: 

October 4th, 2019 RLC Meeting 

 Introduction and welcome of new RLC members and discussion about the role of the
RLC.

 State of the Libraries Presentation by Dean Neame. Topics covered include:

o An update on the library budget
o Launch of the 2019-2021 Strategic Plan
o Review of Library Committees and Task Forces
o The launch of open-source FOLIO project (new library system)
o Opening of new library at Mt Ida Campus
o Acquisition of the Daniel Ellsberg paper by Special Collections
o Ongoing and new space improvement initiatives
o Priorities as Dean for the upcoming year

 Ithaka Faculty Survey Results by Leslie Button, Associate Dean for Research and
Learning.

o Ithaka is a national survey that investigates how faculty at universities and
colleges use library services, such as Discovery and Access, Student Success,
Research Dissemination and Impact and Data Management. Overall the survey
showed a high level of awareness by faculty of the role of the Libraries and the
many collections and services provided. One area where there was significantly
less awareness by faculty was around emerging services, including those related
to digital scholarship and open education. Although similar services are offered
by libraries at many peer institutions, the findings speak to the need for better
marketing to promote these types of resources to faculty.
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November 22, 2019 RLC Meeting 

 We have no minutes available for this meeting as the Libraries were in the process of
hiring a new staff who normally acts as note taker for these meetings. In addition to
the normal meeting agenda (e.g., comments from the Dean, RLC members) two
topical items were discussed:

o Campus Makerspace activities and the Libraries
o Reasserting Control over Scholarship – a discussion on the situation with

publisher agreements and intellectual property rights of researchers

February 7, 2020 RLC Meeting 

 Comments from the Dean
o Update on the Science and Engineering Library move;
o Announcements of new library personnel hired;
o Progress on the FOLIO project;
o Plans for physical changes in the DuBois building.

 Draft Research Data Management Strategic Plan (presented by Thea Atwood).
o This is a multi-partner effort (Library, IT, Research and Engagement, faculty)

launched by Research Council to investigate the creation of campus-level
infrastructure for managing, preserving and sharing research data. The Libraries’
role in data spans the supporting management and archiving of data produced by
UMass researchers, with an emphasis on productivity, security and the ability to
share data. Atwood noted that funding agencies like the National Institute of
Health expect data to be archived and made available. RLC discussion focused on
questions like: How would this initiative benefit faculty, their departments and
their schools?  What areas need to be considered, such as IRB?

 Review of the Current Research Library Council Charge
o The council reviewed the RLC charge (copied below, see [1]) and decided the

charge needed to be reconsidered and updated. We were to take it up in the March
2020 meeting that was canceled because of the pandemic. This is a task being
revisited this next AY 2020-21.

March 2020 RLC Meeting – cancelled because of the pandemic 



Sen Doc. No. 21-043 

[1] RLC Charge:

The Research Library Council shall represent the faculty by: 
(a) Advising the Dean of Libraries regarding the functions and operations of the
University’s research library including the development of library collections and
information resources, staffing levels, fundraising, ranking as a research library, and
service to the community;
(b) Addressing issues of policy regarding campus funding priorities as they affect the
Library
(c) Reviewing the budget for fundraising proposals before they are formally approved
by the administration; and
(d) Undertaking or supporting surveys of such matters as collection development,
accessibility, security, or adequacy of staffing, at the request of the Senate, the Director
of Libraries, the Provost or the Chancellor.


