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General Education Council members have two main roles: 1) review courses seeking to add or 
retain general education designations, and 2) discuss and recommend policies concerning 
general education requirements. The Council was busy with both of these activities in the 
previous year, meeting nine times over AY 2019-20 (typically on the last Friday of the month 
2:00pm-4:30pm). 

 

In addition, the Integrative Experience (IE) Subcommittee communicated to the Council its 
findings and recommendations from its work reviewing department IE offerings. Council 
members participated in a national conference on Gen Ed sponsored by the Association of 
American Colleges and Universities. The Council reviewed and updated the Faculty Senate  
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charge to the Council. Lastly, we said goodbye to our long-time graduate assistant, and we are 
welcoming a new one. 

 

Article I. Course Reviews 
 

Aside from the work of the IE Subcommittee (more on this later), the Council reviewed a total 
of 83 courses: 56 of these were approved for Gen Ed designations (43 were new designations, 
including 6 IEs, and 13 courses retained their designations after their quinquennial reviews). 
Proposers for the remaining 27 reviewed courses have been given feedback, and the Council is 
awaiting proposer responses/actions so these courses may proceed toward full approval. 

Article II. Policies 
 

The Council held very thoughtful and spirited discussions on several important issues relating 
to Gen Ed policy. Members reaffirmed existing policies and recommended others in an effort to 
alleviate confusion and identify boundaries for the following situations. 

 

i) Prerequisites and Corequisites: Courses holding Gen Ed designations may not have 
prerequisites or corequisites within the discipline-specific content the course addresses 
with the following exceptions: 

 

a) courses which satisfy College Writing (CW), Junior Year Writing (JYW), and the 
Integrative Experience (IE) 

b) courses in Mathematics and Statistics 
c) courses introducing a discipline (e.g. History, Literature, etc…) taught in a language 

other than English may have a prerequisite for that language 
 

ii) Courses Numbered at the 300-level or 400-level Holding Gen Ed Designations (other 
than those satisfying JYW and IE): Courses numbered at the 300-level or 400-level 
may hold Gen Ed designations, provided that 

 

a) they meet the “no prerequisites or corequisites” policy, 
b) a case can be made that the course content does not require a prerequisite, and 
c) the syllabus contains a statement to students that they will be expected to meet the 

rigorous expectations for a course at such a level. 
 

Courses that include a policy of enrollment “by instructor permission” will be flagged 
for further scrutiny to determine whether this signifies a need for prerequisite 
knowledge. 
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It was agreed that having some 300-level and 400-level courses with Gen Ed 
designations would be useful, especially for students transferring in as juniors still 
needing to complete their Gen Ed requirements. 

 

iii) Courses at the 500-level Holding Gen Ed Designations (other than for the IE- discussed 
separately):  Courses numbered at the 500-level may hold Gen Ed designations, 
provided they present discipline-specific content at an introductory level with no 
prerequisites within the presented discipline. 

 
 

iv) Courses at the 500-level Satisfying the Integrative Experience Requirement (IE): Courses 
numbered at the 500-level may not satisfy the IE requirement by themselves, but may 
complement a 300-level course or a 400-level course which addresses the first criterion 
of the IE requirement:  “providing a structured, credited context for students to reflect 
on and to integrate their learning and experience from the broad exposure in their 
General Education courses and the focus in their major.” 

 

Article III. The Integrative Experience (IE) Quinquennial (QQ) Review Process 

Whereas other courses carrying Gen Ed designations are reviewed, individually, once every 
five years (QQ review), the IE courses went through their QQ review, collectively, in the 
context of each department’s IE program of offerings. In September 2019, members of the IE 
Subcommittee, having reviewed over 160 IE course offerings from over 50 departments, 
presented a report to the Council communicating their findings and recommendations. The 
report was well-received by members, and its recommendations were unanimously approved. 
It set the timeline for future reviews of department IE programs.  Depending on how well the 
offerings were meeting the IE criteria, a department’s IE program would be reviewed again in 
either one year, two years, three years, or five years. [Note: In Fall 2020, the Council agreed to 
extend the due dates for these reviews by a year to give relief to faculty during the Covid-19 
pandemic. In fact, this one-year extension will apply to all Gen Ed-designated courses for their 
five-year (QQ) review.] 

Article IV. National General Education Conference Participation 
 

Council members (Martha Stassen, Claire Hamilton, and Rebecca Petitti) travelled to 
Jacksonville, Florida to attend the General Education, Assessment, and Pedagogy Conference 
hosted by the Association of American Colleges and Universities. Martha, Claire, and 
Rebecca facilitated a workshop to highlight the integrative and reflective nature of the IE 
program at UMass Amherst. They reported back to the Council that their workshop was very 
well-received and that the IE program on this campus is serving as a model for other schools. 
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Article V. Revision to the Faculty Senate Charge to the General Education Council 
 

By request of the Rules Committee, the Council revisited its Faculty Senate charge in January 
2019 to see if it needed updating. Members agreed it could use a slight modification in its 
language in a few places.  Specifically, in parts B and C of the charge, it was decided to replace 
“courses” in “Establish guidelines and criteria for all courses,” “review the courses,” and 
“review courses” with “courses and curricular options.” The rationale for the change was to 
have more flexible, inclusive language to allow for options that are not a single course, as well 
as for other appropriate options that may materialize in the future. For example, though the 
IE is satisfied by courses, the Council reviewed department IE offerings as a whole department 
program this past year (not each course, separately).  Also, there are some departments that 
structure their IE program so that a single course, alone, is not enough to satisfy the IE 
criteria. The IE program did not exist when the charge was originally written, and this new 
language seems to be more IE-friendly. 

 

Article VI. New Hire- Graduate Assistant to the Council 
 

The Council would like to thank Rebecca Petitti for her three years of dedicated service as 
graduate assistant to the Gen Ed Council and wish her well moving forward. We’d also like to 
warmly welcome Ashley Canter as the new Graduate Assistant to the Council. 

 


