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GRADUATE COUNCIL 
The Graduate Council recommends approval of this proposal. 

 
 
Basic Information 
   
Title: 
 
This proposal consists of a minor credit adjustment to the graduate certificate in Sustainable 
Building Construction. Based on needs in our MS program ("Sustainable Building Systems" 
concentration in the "Environmental Conservation" graduate program) we recently 
implemented credit changes for ECO 692S and ECO 692C. Since ECO 692S is also the core 
course for this certificate, the credit changes together with the current certificate rules would 
force students to take 18 credits, while only 16 are required. This is mainly due to a 9-credit 
electives requirement. 
  
We now also have the opportunity to adjust the overall credit numbers from 16 to 15 since the 
combination of 3-credit courses now enables that total much better than before (and still fulfills 
the general minimum certificate requirements). This will make the certificate more marketable 
as well. 
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Proposed Starting Date for Revisions to Take Effect: 
 
Fall 2020 if possible, but Spring 2021 may be a more realistic goal. 
 
Revision Information 
 
Please describe the revisions you are proposing: 
 
As illustrated in the attached document, we have already adjusted the number of credits for two 
of our courses, including our core course ECO 692S. To simplify credit counting overall and 
make the certificate more attainable, we are hereby proposing to adjust the overall credit 
requirement from 16 to 15 and the requirement for the electives category from "three courses 
with nine credits" to "two courses with six credits". 
 
Provide a brief overview of the process for developing this proposal: 
 
The credit changes for ECO 692S and ECO 692C were based on needs arising from our MS 
program ("Sustainable Building Systems" concentration in the Environmental Conservation 
graduate program). All of our faculty members discussed this change (on 5/22/2020), approved 
it, and the credit changes were implemented in collaboration with the UMass Registrar's office 
on 6/1/2020. 
  
That increase in credits necessitated this present proposal, which also adjusts the certificate 
program. It was likewise discussed and approved by our faculty. 
 
Describe the purpose and particular goals for this proposal: 
 
This proposal consists of two minor changes that make our certificate more attainable to 
students and that are simply adjustments based on already implemented course credit changes. 
 
Resources 
 
If this proposal requires no additional resources, say so and briefly explain why. If the proposed 
changes will require additional resources, explain how they will be paid for. Indicate how many new 
enrollments are expected as a result of these revisions and how the courses will accommodate them. 
 
No additional resources are needed. The credit changes have already been implemented and we 
are simply adjusting the certificate requirements. 
Curriculum 
 
 Describe both the current and proposed curricula for this certificate, indicating any changes, 
including the addition of any new courses to satisfy core or elective requirements. If the revisions 
include courses that have not yet received permanent status, please note their status as 
experimentals or in the Faculty Senate workflow. If the proposed revision does not affect the 
curriculum, please note so here. If you would like to attach any curricular worksheets or other 
materials describing the current or proposed curriculum, you may attach them below.  
 
See attached “Grad Certificate Changes” document. We are not proposing adding or removing 
any courses. This proposal simply reacts to a credit change that has already been implemented. 
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We are, however, through this proposal addressing the concerns of some reviewers of the 
original proposal by increasing the proportion of 600-level credits. Over the next years, we will 
also change any remaining experimental courses to permanent numbers, which will see a further 
increase in 600-level credits. 

 
 
 
 
 
MOTION: That the Faculty Senate approve the Modification of a Graduate Certificate 
15-21  Program in Sustainable Building Construction, as presented in  

Sen. Doc. No. 21-029.  
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