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Briefly describe the certificate. 
 
Contemporary scholarship is undergoing profound shifts as new technologies and dynamics alter 
approaches to how scholars conduct research and teach, collaborate with communities and 
organizations, as well as produce and disseminate their work. The Graduate Certificate in 
Ethnographic Research explores shifts in scholarly expression, pedagogical practice, and 
research methods. Offerings combine theories and methods in the context of seminars to 
facilitate sophisticated critical thinking and practice in the production of ethnographic 
knowledge. 
  
The Graduate Certificate in Ethnographic Research is grounded in the arts and sciences of deep, 
immersive research that takes seriously the critical importance of embodied, lived, and relational 
knowledge production. Open to graduate students interested in humanistic as well as social 
scientific approaches to ethnographic research, the program seeks to provide conceptual 
frameworks and experiences for well-established as well as innovative approaches: from scholar-
produced texts to participant-produced works, including digital storytelling, photovoice, arts-
based, collaborative, as well as virtual and digital ethnographies. Ethnographic research is 
particularly powerful at highlighting place-based knowledge and transregional connections. The 
graduate certificate offers students broad exposure that crosscuts approaches and disciplines. 
  
The graduate certificate requires 12 credits from a menu of courses as well as approved 
fieldwork experience that allows for practicing the craft of ethnography. 
   
Provide a brief overview of the process for developing this certificate. 
 
The idea for developing the certificate has been underway for at least five years on the UMass 
Amherst campus. Several key happenings helped sow its seeds. In Fall 2016, the interdisciplinary 
conference “Unbounding Ethnography: Theory and Method Beyond the Disciplines” brought 
together faculty and graduate students engaged in ethnographic research. Participants conveyed 
a desire to strengthen the intellectual community of ethnographic practitioners. At the same 
time, changes were underway in the Department of Anthropology’s European Field Studies 
Program. In Fall 2017, as EFS director (2017–2020), Krause organized a program visioning 
session to reflect on the program’s 50-year-legacy. Students highly valued the program’s cohort 
experience. The program has grappled with its future as its focus has shifted toward Area 
Studies 2.0, which aims to further place-based knowledge and transregional connections. With 
such an inclusive spirit in mind, in March 2018, during a meeting about internationalizing the 
College of Social and Behavioral Sciences, Krause floated the idea of a Graduate Certificate in 
Ethnographic Research. The idea met with enthusiasm. In Spring 2020, a steering committee 
formed and convened three meetings (April 1, April 15, and May 6) as well as subcommittee 
meetings (April 28 and Oct. 7). Faculty from nine departments and four schools/colleges 
comprise the steering committee: 

 
Burcu Baykurt, Communication 
Sally Campbell Gallman, Education 
Aline Gubrium, Public Health 
Krista Harper, Anthropology & Public Policy 
Julie Hemment, Anthropology 
Betsy Krause, Anthropology 
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Timothy Pachirat, Political Science 
Fareen Parvez, Sociology 
Svati Shah, Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies 
Fred Schaffer, Political Science 
Regine Specter, Political Science 
Millie Thayer, Sociology 

 
Purpose and Goals 
   
Describe the certificate's purpose and the particular knowledge and skills that will be acquired by 
participating students. 
 
The certificate is designed to lend specialization to graduate students interested in honing the 
practice of ethnographic research. Ethnographic research is a qualitative method that involves 
unstructured and semi-structured as well as spontaneous and systematic modes of inquiry, 
analysis, and writing. It is used across disciplines and contexts, whether research in social 
sciences, humanities, or organizations. It is commonly used in both “pure” and “applied” 
settings, including community-based participatory research, collaborative research contexts, and 
multi-modal or digital worlds. We believe the graduate certificate will satisfy a demand with a 
spirit of creating and sustaining an intellectual community among graduate students and faculty 
across different departments. 
 
Resources 
 
If this proposal requires no additional resources, say so and briefly explain why. If this proposal 
requires additional resources, explain how they will be paid for. For proposals involving instruction, 
indicate how many new enrollments are expected and whether the courses have room to 
accommodate them. 
 
We do not believe the proposal requires any additional resources. The SBS College has offered to 
provide development for a website to host information about the certificate requirements. As a 
steering committee, we are pulling together courses from current offerings. 
 
Curriculum 
   
Please describe the curriculum for this certificate, listing all required courses and possible electives, 
any prerequisites or GPA requirements, the recommended order or coursework and any other 
pertinent information. You may attach additional materials related to the curriculum at the end of 
this section. 
 
The proposal takes a student-centered approach and as such offers a menu of courses to 
maximize flexibility. Students are required to take 12 credits from a menu of courses. This 
translates to four courses. Steering committee members will advise students to take courses 
across departments to enhance an interdisciplinary ethos and encourage diverse mentorship. 
Students will be required to select a field experience from among various options in dialogue 
with an advisor, who is a member of the steering committee, preferably in the student’s 
department. Possible field experiences could include face-to-face or virtual in the form of a 4-6 
week exploratory research project, an intensive yet shorter field experience, or a field experience 
integrated with coursework during an academic semester. 
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The Steering Committee has agreed to include courses that center ethnographic methods or 
works in terms of their analysis and mode of knowledge production. The Steering Committee has 
reviewed syllabi and approved these courses from participating departments: 

 
ANTH 603 Community-Based Research & Practice ~ Credits: 3 
ANTH 635 / PPS 636 Qualitative Research Methods ~ Credits: 3 
ANTH 660 European Field Studies I ~ Credits: 3 
ANTH 680 Field Course in European Anthropology ~ Credits: 1-6 
ANTH 685: European Field Studies II ~ Credits: 3 
ANTH 697CC Writing Ethnography ~ Credits: 3 
ANTH 697ED Ethnographic Data Analysis ~ Credits: 3 
ANTH 697EU Reading Ethnographies of Europe ~ Credits: 3 
ANTH 697PS Anthropology of Post-Socialism ~ Credits: 3 
COMM 795M Performance Ethnography ~ Credits: 3 
EDUC 797A Qualitative Data Analysis ~ Credits: 3 
EDUC 797G Arts-Based Qualitative Research Methods ~ Credits: 3 
EDUC 795G Anthropology of Childhood ~ Credits: 3 
POLISCI 791PA Political Ethnography ~ Credits: 3 
POLISCI 797LP Language of Politics ~ Credits 3 
SOC 797o Ethnographic Methods I & II ~ Credits: 6 

   
Explain how these courses represent a coherent course of study. 
 
The certificate is intended to be student-centered and related specifically to individual student 
projects and needs, with an eye toward enriched methodological experience as a hands-on 
complement to departmental coursework. As such, it offers an enriching experience and will be 
tailored to meet individual projects and needs. It builds on coherent courses of study elsewhere, 
such as M.A. and Ph.D. programs in various disciplines, and provides focus on ethnographic 
theories and methods. The Graduate Certificate in Ethnographic Research is highly responsive 
to students’ needs. In fact, we consider the highly individualized program a way to focus and 
develop student methodological competencies in such a way that time to degree is streamlined. 
   
Describe how there is a clear educational objective that can be achieved in an efficient and well-
defined manner. 
 
The Graduate Certificate in Ethnographic Research is intended to be student-centered and 
responsive to individual student projects and needs, with an eye toward enriched methodological 
experience and hands-on complement to departmental coursework. It offers highly 
individualized support in the focused craft of fieldwork. Clear educational objectives provide 
well-defined guidelines to allow students to gain holistic experience from start to finish of 
ethnographic knowledge production: ethnographic project conceptualization, proposal writing, 
ethics, case studies, field work experience, ethnographic data analysis, ethnographic writing, and 
dissemination. Upon the completion of coursework, graduate certificate students will submit an 
updated transcript and a written reflection to the Steering Committee demonstrating the ways in 
which their coursework and field experience constitute an integrated studies concentration in 
ethnographic research. 
   
 
 



  Sen. Doc. No. 21-026 
 

 

Explain how the course sequence offers a clear objective at the appropriate educational level. 
 
Course sequencing offers a clear objective to train students in ethnographic theory and practice. 
Students are encouraged to use the checklist to consult with their certificate advisor and to plan 
ahead for which courses to take in order to complete certificate requirements. Students may 
select from a menu of courses and must take at least one course from each of three categories: 
ethnographic methods and fieldwork, ethnographic analysis and writing, and ethnographic 
ethics and theory. Alternatively, students may take a sequence of three courses, such as 
European Field Studies (ANTH 660, 680, and 685). Offerings include the following three 
categories and courses: 
 
I. Ethnographic Methods and Fieldwork Courses. These courses familiarize students with 
ethnography as a qualitative research method. They teach students to conceptualize projects, 
craft proposals, submit grants, and plan for fieldwork. They include: 
 
ANTH 635 Qualitative Research Methods ~ Credits: 3 
ANTH 660 European Field Studies I ~ Credits: 3 
ANTH 680 Field Course in European Anthropology ~ Credits: 1-6 
COMM 795M Performance Ethnography ~ Credits: 3 
SOC 797o Ethnographic Methods I & II ~ Credits: 6 
EDUC 797G Arts-Based Qualitative Research Methods ~ Credits: 3 
POLISCI 791PA Political Ethnography ~ Credits: 3 
POLISCI 797LP Language of Politics ~ Credits: 3 
  
II. Ethnographic Analysis and Writing Courses. These courses prepare students to perform data 
analysis, ethnographic writing, and dissemination of findings through hands-on intensive guided 
and independent practice toward competency. Students learn software for qualitative data 
analysis and practice with toy data as well as their own original data generated through actual 
fieldwork. These courses also include writing in different ethnographic genres. These courses 
include: 
  
ANTH 685: European Field Studies II ~ Credits: 3 
ANTH 697ED Ethnographic Data Analysis ~ Credits: 3 
ANTH 697CC Writing Ethnography ~ Credits: 3 
EDUC 797A Qualitative Data Analysis ~ Credits: 3 
  
III. Ethnographic Ethics & Theory Courses. These courses offer exposure to ethical questions in 
conducting fieldwork with communities and organizations. They also offer a focus on seminar-
based reading of case studies. These courses include: 
  
ANTH 603 Community-Based Research & Practice ~ Credits: 3 
ANTH 697EU Reading Ethnographies of Europe ~ Credits: 3 
ANTH 697PS Anthropology of Post-Socialism ~ Credits: 3 
EDUC 795G Anthropology of Childhood ~ Credits: 3 
POLISCI 791PA Political Ethnography ~ Credits: 3 
SOC 797o Ethnographic Methods I & II ~ Credits: 6 
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Describe the perceived need for this certificate. 
 
The Graduate Certificate in Ethnographic Research complements existing conversations, 
initiatives, and curricula as well as builds on a long history of training in ethnographic and field-
based research at UMass Amherst. Beginning in 1969, the European Field Studies Program in 
Anthropology began serving graduate students interested in conducting supervised ethnographic 
fieldwork. The program served students from various disciplines in the decades of its existence. 
Due to programmatic changes, right-sizing graduate programs, and expanding regional foci, the 
Anthropology Department for several years has not run this long-standing three-semester 
training program. Given that many departments have small graduate student cohorts, and given 
that ethnographers in many departments often feel in the minority and may feel isolated or 
marginalized, we see this as the perfect time to join forces and create an intellectual community 
around ethnographic training and knowledge production. As a form of long-term and deeply 
immersive research, learning to do ethnography is different from other forms of professional or 
methodological preparation. 
  
The certificate provides an anchor around which we can build intellectual community among 
ethnographic practitioners across departments. We envision a number of synergistic activities 
coming from conversations and networks that this certificate initiative creates, including hosting 
conferences, creating a dedicated space for ethnographic training, sponsoring colloquia and 
panels, and building intellectual and engaged communities. Indeed, the certificate will not only 
create but also sustain relationships with communities within and beyond the campus as well as 
connect students to those spaces and organizations. In this sense, the certificate will provide 
benefits to students as well as the community. 
  
In addition, to further its larger goals related to supporting ethnographers, the Steering 
Committee during Spring 2020 formed a separate but related entity: The Ethnography 
Collective @ UMASS. The collective sponsored two highly successful remote events during 
spring and summer 2020, a testament to the need to build intellectual community related to 
ethnographic knowledge production. The inaugural event on May 27, 2020, attracted more than 
180 registrants from across the globe to this remote event. Panelists reflected on how the covid-
19 pandemic impacted their work to date, including challenges and unexpected possibilities that 
had arisen. The five panelists were Burcu Baykurt (Communication), Sally Campbell Galman 
(Education), Julie Hemment (Anthropology), Betsy Krause (Anthropology), and Timothy 
Pachirat (Political Science), with Millie Thayer (Sociology) as moderator and Regine Spector 
(Political Science) as organizer. 
The second event, on July 8, 2020, offered an informal space for participants to discuss 
dilemmas, anxieties, victories, dreams, inspirations, innovations, and more. The event, which 
drew nearly 150 registrants, marked another major success in terms of community building, 
outreach, and support, particularly for graduate students and early career ethnographers whose 
work may be particularly impacted by the pandemic. 
  
All said, the Graduate Certificate in Ethnographic Research will serve needs of graduate 
students, faculty, and the community. 
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If the courses that comprise the certificate have been or currently are being offered, describe their 
schedule of availability. If the certificate is comprised of new courses, describe their planned 
availability. 
 
The Steering Committee has conducted a review of our collective course offerings and has 
created a spreadsheet. After reviewing these, we are confident that there are sufficient courses 
planned to be offered in the coming academic years to meet and sustain the needs of the 
certificate requirements. We anticipate that each course is offered at a minimum of every other 
year with some courses being offered annually. 
   
If the certificate requires or includes courses from outside the sponsoring department, provide 
evidence of agreement(s) with the unit(s) offering those courses. You may attach any memoranda of 
understanding below. 
 
Due to the flexibility of the certificate, and the participation on the Steering Committee of faculty 
from across four colleges/schools and nine departments, we anticipate a regular offering of 
courses to satisfy the 12-credit requirement. We have an active and committed steering 
committee whose members have collectively agreed to participate and have indicated a 
willingness and capacity to serve graduate students pursuing the certificate. As noted, the 
courses listed in this proposal are already being offered and thus the certificate does not require 
any additional pledges. 
 
If applicable, please attach any memoranda of understanding from other departments or colleges 
below. 
 
No Files Uploaded at This Time 
   
If the requirements for this certificate overlap with those of another certificate or a degree program, 
describe that overlap.  (Note that if a student who has completed a certificate seeks clearance for a 
degree program that overlaps with that certificate program, the Registrar will note on the transcript 
that the certificate has been superseded by the degree.) 
 
While we see productive synergies with other entities on campus (e.g., the Institute for Social 
Science Research, ISSR), and while many departments have methods requirements, we are 
unaware of any overlaps with other certificates or degree programs. 
   
What type of student is allowed to participate in this certificate program? (E.g., matriculated UMass 
students, non-matriculated CPE students, Five College students, graduate students, students in a 
specific degree program, etc.) 
  
Students matriculated in any graduate degree program at UMASS Amherst are allowed to 
participate in this certificate program. 
   
What role will this certificate play in relation to other departments or degree programs on campus? 
Certificates vary widely across campus and may represent a subset of an existing degree program, a 
multidisciplinary program, or an entirely free-standing area of focus. 
  
This certificate serves much like a minor in relationship to a major course of study. It will 
enhance the experience of students pursuing masters or doctorate degrees across departments 
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and colleges including but not limited to those involved in its creation. Active faculty participants 
hail from across four Colleges and Schools: Education; Humanities and Fine Arts; Social and 
Behavioral Sciences; and Public Health and Health Sciences. Faculty on the Steering Committee 
are based in seven departments, including Anthropology, Communication, Teacher Education 
and Curriculum Studies, Political Science, Sociology, Women Gender & Sexuality Studies, and 
Community Health Education. In addition, based on our collective service on graduate student 
committees, we imagine students from Economics, Comparative Literature, English, Geography, 
History, and Management may also be drawn to pursue the certificate. 
   
Is this a transitional certificate program? 
(Transitional certificate programs are comprised of core courses from specific degree programs and 
may act as stepping stones into those programs. If a student who has completed a transitional 
certificate matriculates to the University and completes the degree program associated with that 
certificate, the transcript will note that the certificate has been superseded by the degree.) 
  
No 
 
Attachments: 
 
Ethnography Certificate Checklist Form 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
MOTION: That the Faculty Senate approve the Creation of a Graduate Certificate Program  
15-21 in Ethnographic Research, as presented in Sen. Doc. No. 21-026.  
 
 
 



UMass Amherst Graduate Certificate in Ethnographic Research Checklist

Instructions to the student: 
Students are encouraged to use this form to consult with their certificate advisor and to plan ahead for which courses to 
take in order to complete all certificate requirements. Students are expected to finalize this form with their certificate 
advisor during the final semester of their program, no later than November 1st for fall semester graduates, and April 1st 
for spring semester graduates. More information about program requirements can be found online. 

Student Information: 

 Certificate Requirements (Check when completed): 
☐ Student has taken a minimum of 4 courses (minimum 12 credits) from the approved certificate course list

☐ Student has taken at least one course from each of the three categories

☐ No course has been used to satisfy more than one category

☐ Advisor has reviewed an unofficial copy of the student’s transcript

☐ Project Requirement: Student has completed 4-6 weeks of field-based ethnographic research, or equivalent, which
has been pre-approved by their advisor

To be completed by the advisor: 
The aforementioned student has completed all of the certificate requirements. I recommend to the Graduate Certificate in 
Ethnographic Research Steering Committee that this student be awarded the certificate. 

Advisor Signature: ______________________________ Date Submitted to Committee: Click or tap to enter a date. 

The Steering Committee reviewed this form on this date ____________ and agreed to award the certificate: __ Yes __ No 

Student Name (as it would appear on the certificate): 

Click or tap here to enter text. 
Department: 

Click or tap here to enter text. 
Student ID number: 

Click or tap here to enter text. 
Expected date of graduation (month and year): 

Click or tap here to enter text. 
Campus Email:  
 Click or tap here to enter text.

Degree: 

Click or tap here to enter text. 
Permanent Email (best way to contact you after graduation): 
 Click or tap here to enter text.

Certificate in Ethnographic Research Advisor Name (print): 

Click or tap here to enter text. 
Phone: 

Click or tap here to enter text. 
Permanent Address (certificate is mailed to the address provided, normally in July following the date of graduation): 

Click or tap here to enter text. 
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UMass Amherst Graduate Certificate in Ethnographic Research Checklist

Courses: 

School Course Title Department Course # 
Semester/ 

Year 

Course on 
ever-

approved list 
– Y or N 

(if no, add 
notes below)

Course 
counts 
toward 

student’s 
degree –  

Y or N 

Category I: Ethnographic Methods and Fieldwork 

Category II: Ethnographic Analysis and Writing 

Category III: Ethnographic Ethics & Theory Courses 

Advisor Notes Regarding Courses Not Already on Approved List: 

Click or tap here to enter text. 

Sen. Doc. No. 21-026



UMass Amherst Graduate Certificate in Ethnographic Research Checklist

Required Ethnographic Research Project: 

Type of project (check all that apply): 
Internship ☐   Thesis ☐   Pre-Dissertation ☐   Course Project ☐   Independent Study ☐   Other ☐ 

Objective(s): 
Click or tap here to enter text. 

Location and/or organization: 
Click or tap here to enter text. 

Date(s): 
Click or tap here to enter text. 

Briefly describe the final product. 
Click or tap here to enter text. 

Sen. Doc. No. 21-026



UMass Amherst Graduate Certificate in Ethnographic Research Checklist

Reflection Statement: 
Please describe how the unique course of study you have followed to complete the Graduate Certificate in 
Ethnographic Research has influenced your understanding of the interconnections between ethnography and your 
area of research. Reflect on courses, project work, and any other learning experiences that you have engaged with in 
pursuing the certificate. (Suggested length: 300 words.) 

Click or tap here to enter text. 

Sen. Doc. No. 21-026



 
 

UMass Amherst Graduate Certificate in Ethnographic Research Checklist 

Instructions to the graduate advisor for submitting certificate completion documents: 
1. Meet with student to review requirements and ensure form is completed accurately.  

Note: Do not email student’s grades or transcripts, as electronic communications are not 
considered sufficiently secure. 

2. Sign and date the form to indicate your recommendation of this student for the certificate award. 

3. Submit the form to the Graduate Certificate in Ethnographic Research coordinator by December 1 for fall 
graduates and by April 10 for spring graduates. 

4. The Graduate Certificate in Ethnographic Research Steering Committee will review the form during one of its 
meetings. 

5. If the Committee agrees to award the certificate to the student, the documents should be submitted to the 
Graduate School for final processing by December 15 for fall graduates and by April 30 for spring graduates. 

6. The certificate award will be noted on the student’s transcript by the registrar. 
 


