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This is the text of the letter from the Intercampus Faculty Council to UMass President 
Martin Meehan reaffirming points raised at the meeting of the UMass Board of Trustees 
Committee on Student and Academic Affairs on November 18, 2020 that will be sent to 
President Meehan:  
 
Dear President Meehan, 
 
The faculty of the University of Massachusetts are concerned with the lack of transparency 
in the process of expanding UMass Online. More than a year-and-a-half ago, you and Don 
Kilburn visited the campuses to discuss the development of UMass Online and the faculty 
at each expressed its concerns moving forward. Since then, we have received no update or 
further information. 
 
This concerned the Intercampus Faculty Council (IFC), and we invited you to meet with us. 
You sent Chancellor Katherine Newman to meet with us in August. She understood our 
concerns, but she told us she could not discuss the issue due to nondisclosure agreements. A 
few weeks after our meeting, the Brandman University webpage was updated to explain 
that they were going to change their affiliation and become UMass Global. All of 
Brandman’s graduates were informed that they could request a UMass Global diploma. 
The website further explained that the leadership, faculty, and curricula of the online 
campus would remain unchanged, and that despite its change in affiliation, it would remain 
a private, California-based university. 
 
This introduces what would appear to be a series of problems: Brandman University is 
accredited through WASCUC, the Western Association of Schools and Colleges Senior 
College and University Commission. How can a regional, west coast, private university, 
operate under the auspices of an east coast, state, public university? Is UMass Global 
public or private? Does UMass Global need to be accredited by NECHE, the New England 
Commission of Higher Education, the body that accredits the University of Massachusetts’ 
five campuses. Is UMass Global a campus of the University of Massachusetts? The answer 
would have to be no because UMass was formed by an act of the Massachusetts state 
legislature that lists the five campuses and currently has no provision for a sixth campus. 
But Brandman is an academic body with a Chancellor, faculty, and students. That is the 
definition of a campus. We can only surmise that UMass Global exists in some legal space 
that allows it both to be an academic campus under the umbrella of the University of 
Massachusetts but subject to none of the rules governing the campuses of the University of 
Massachusetts.  
 
There is more. UMass faculty are further concerned because we have a core function in the 
maintenance of our university, and it is detailed in the rules of the UMass Board of 
Trustees that state: 

By virtue of its professional preparation and its central concern with learning and 
teaching the faculty will exercise primary responsibility in such academic matters as 
curriculum, subject matter and methods of instruction . . . (306.2) 

The faculty have been left out of the discussion regarding the acquisition of Brandman 
University thus far. We have had no opportunity to exercise our primary responsibility to 
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oversee the curriculum, subject matter, and methods of instruction employed by 
Brandman University as it becomes UMass Global.  
 
At this point, we urge you to meet with the faculty at each of the campuses again to clarify 
the many questions that arise with the acquisition of Brandman University and the creation 
of UMass Global. The faculty welcome the opportunity to fulfill our obligation to oversee 
curricula, subject matter, and methods of instruction moving forward. It would be 
reasonable to have a representative body of the faculty sign nondisclosure agreements so 
that we may contribute to the process without threatening to undermine it by sharing 
information prematurely. But the faculty needs to be included in plans to expand the 
university. The IFC fears that the absence of UMass faculty from negotiations pursuant to 
the acquisition of Brandman University threatens to undermine the legitimacy of UMass 
Global as a component of the University of Massachusetts. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Lublin 
Chair, Intercampus Faculty Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Motion      That the Faculty Senate endorse the letter form the Intercampus Faculty 
11-21        Council to UMass System President Meehan requesting discussions of UMass 

       Global, as presented in Sen. Doc. No. 21-015. 
 


