Chapter 15

Mobilizing for the 90°s
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No peace for women to disturb

Court Statement August 28 1989

A collective of women
to end violence against women

Editorial Note

We end this book with documentation of a militant, feminist direct
action in Northampton, Massachusetts, at the end of August, days
before the hundreds of colleges and universities in this area re-opened
for the first academic year of the 1990s.

Just as the spring 1989 mobilization was initiated by women, organizing
to defend abortion rights, the fall mobilization was begun by women
putting their bodies on the police line, refusing any more violence. War is
a women’s issue.

The central question in the continuing mobilization of students into the
next decade is the ability of men to join with women, on the basis of
SJeminist demands, to conduct a broad campaign against all forms of
violence whether from genn warfare or domestic battering or backstreet
abortions. The first statement, a call to end the war against women, was
read at the August 26th demonstration, prior to the arrests.

We declare a state of emergency

Life proceeds on course, uninterrupted, plodding. We walk down the
streets, we drive down the streets, trying to ignore what we know to be
the truth of what is contained in the buildings we pass or what is
exposed, yet concealed from our immediate vision, outside of the
buildings: the brutality of the rape, battering, and murder of women by
men. The raw edge of poverty. The hunger of young children. The
incest of little girls by their fathers, uncles, brothers, grandfathers. The
joblessness. And when there are jobs, the inhumanity, the alienation,
the horror of mindless, exhausting labor for which one is scarcely paid
and certainly not respected. Why must we list time and again the litany
of violence and pain, the terms of the struggle for survival in capitalist
patriarchy?
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This enumerating, this repetitive drone of the war casualties is not
sufficient to stop the war. The war goes on, the body count goes up,
and still we walk by, knowing..forever knowing. This war against
women cannot continue unabated. We cannot walk by or drive by one
more time. We cannot move on in hopes tﬁ’s it will all cease, yet refusing
to step out and use our bodies to stop male violence, racist violence,
and exploitation.

Today is the day we declare that all of daily life must stop in order to
eliminate the abuse and exploitation of women by men. We are women
who cannot pass by one more building as if it does not conceal the dying
of another woman or girl. We cannot walk the streets one more day as
if we do not fear the fact of its ownership by the men who also possess
us. We call upon women to take to the streets in order to take the
streets. Our goal is to stop the traffic, the casual flow of patriarchal
perseverance, in order to stop the war against women. We refuse (o
take any more steps in the parade of life as usual because life as usual
has meant woman slaughter for several thousand years. Our words have
not been sufficient. Qur attempt to reason has constituted a comedy of
errors. We are done. With our actions we intend to force male
supremacy into obsolescence. We declare a state of emergency.

Inside the Courtroom

The statement that follows was read at the August 28th, 1989 arraignment
of nine women arrested the previous Saturdayin a meleé with state police
in the center of downtown Northampton. The women had been participat-
ing in a demonstration to dramatize violence against women. We had
blocked off the main intersection in town, effectively stopping traffic for
several hours. We did guerilla theater, we had puppets and banners and
signs. We performed songs, shouted slogans and distributed leaflets.
Some of us were arrested. Many supporters and activists in a range of
progressive causes joined us in court. The judge let one of the arrested
women read the following statement. If he had not, we were prepared to
read it from the floor.
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Nine women, physically fit, butch cropped hair, T-shirts and jeans clad,
lined up. The courtroom was tense, silent. Several mainly hispanic and
black men had been arraigned before us on theft and drunken driving. It
was obvious that the capitalist system denied these men a livelihood
(most had wives and children who the men cannot possibly support on
minimum wage jobs). The men were subjected to indignity. It was clear
that the source of much violence against women was the system driving
these men to desperation. Women at home, little kids, are then called into
service to be the sitock absorbers. These men take out their frustrations
against the system on economically dependent members of their families.

We women are refusing to take this violence any longer. Therefore the
men must take the only other path open: challenge the system itself.
This is one reason why the courts deal harshly with those of us who
"destroy property” by trashing pornography in the local stores. The
system, in fighting our refusal to be beaten, is fighting for its very
survival,

Court Statement

We have been charged with disturbing the peace. We are requesting
that the charges be dropped. We believe we have been wronglyaccused

because there is no peace for women to disturb. There is, in fact, a war
against women.

In a "normal” year in the state of Massachusetts, one woman is mur-
dered by a man every 18 days. Things are getting worse. In this area,
over the last 18 months, six women have been murdered. Twelve
women have been murdered in New Bedford by a serial sex killer in
the same period. In fifty per cent of all marriages women are battered
by their husbands. Yet, Necessities/Necesidades, which receives 300

new calls every year from battered women, faces state budget cuts of
$45,000 this vear.
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What is so horrifying about these statistics is that they've become so
common place that nobody flinches when they hear them. And to top
it off, most of the men who commit these crimes against us go free. We,
as women, cannot continue to call this normal life. We cannot continue
to call this peace.

On Saturday, August 26, 1989, one hundred women gathered to public-
ly declare a state of emergency in Massachusetts. The police arrived
and singled out one woman for arrest without warning or explanation,.
The police continued to escalate the situation with a display of force
that was absolutely uncalled for. Thirty state police in full riot gear,
marching in military formation, pushed unarmed women to the ground.
Those who tried to assist these women were arrested. Consequently,
we hold the police fully responsible for the situation that brings us to
this courtroom.

We have been charged with disturbing the peace. We are requesting

that all charges be dropped because there is no peace for women to
disturb, Women are living in a STATE OF EMERGENCY.
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9 women protesters
to be arraigned today

NORTHAMPTON (AP) — Nine
women arrested over the weekend
after a demonstration here were
scheduled to be arraigned today.

The women — all giving their
name as “Sandra Goodman” —
were arrested over the weekend
during a demonstration about a
variety of feminist issues con-
cerned * with violence against
women, police said.

About 100 women taped off a
three-road intersection in-down-
town Northampton Saturday
around 3:15 p.m., said Police
Capt. Michael Wall. Local police
requested help from state troop-
ers to clear the area.

“They were proiesting a num-
ber of women’s issues concerning
rape and violence against
women,” Wail said.

Police initially arrested three
women, and took two to the police
station. Demonstrators then sur-
rounded a second cruiser carrying
the third woman, Wall said.

At that point, a dozen state po-
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lice troopers, dressed in riot hel-
mets and carrying riot batons,
were called to the scene to assist
local police, said State Police Sgt.
Daniel Jamroz. “They felt that
they needed assistance,” he said.

During the attempt to get the
cruiser out, six more women were
arrested, Wall said. All were
arrested on charges of disturbing
the peace, he said.

They were later released late
Saturday on personal recogni-
zance, police said.

There were no injuries, Wall
said.

All nine women gave the same
nae — Sandra Goodman — to
autherities, Wall said. Wall said
he be\ieved Sandra Goodman was
the name of a woman involved in
a similar protest in Amherst.

But at least one Ambherst police
officer said the name was unfami-
liar to her.

“The name does not ring a bell.
at all,” said Patrolman Noreen
Mulvehill.
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A t-shirt worn by U.S. miitary personnel.

SANE/FREEZE IS HIRING COMMITTED ACTIVISTS & FEMINISTS TO

* wock to end the arms race

* promote peace & human rights in Central America and South Africa
* fight militarism and the cold war mentality

* help build a permanent multi-racial citizen's lobby for peace

-

SA¥R/sonUR2} tg the nation's largeet grossroote citizom's lobby working for
peacs and justice. Ve provido ¢raining in all of the fundamentals of
grassroots organizing, and can educate you on disarmament and psace issuas.
Ye provide health benefits, paid vacations and opportunities for advancement
and travel. Bach of our offices has an active VWomen's Caucus and ¢
progressive work atmoephers, 1f you are looking for a meaningful summer job,
or if you are interested in beginning a career working for peace and esocial
justice, give us a call. Ve are hiring for 13 offices around the country. Ve
are, of course, a progreesive, affirmative action enployer.

Jobs available at the following offices:

Vashington DC: (202)544-3868 Philadelphia: (215)563-2962
Boston: (617)354-2169 3% X% [Amberst: (413)206-14

Ann Arbor: (313)683-3913 Boulder: (303)4453-8387
Chicago: (312)527-0110 Madison: (608)251-2587

Los Angeles: (213)638-3470

Austin TX: (415)558-0695
San Francisco: (415)558-0895

Santa Barbara: (805)885-2494
San Diego: (213)938-3470
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