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ResEc 740 – Experimental Economics I 
 

Dr. Angela de Oliveira Course Time:  M/W 11:30-12:45 
203 Stockbridge Hall Location: Stockbridge 303 
(413) 545-5716 Office Hours:  Stop in if open door 
adeolive@resecon.umass.edu  or, by appointment 

 

 

Course purpose and objectives 
Laboratory experiments are an increasingly important component of a well-trained economist's 
toolkit. Many of the best dissertations written in economics consist of using several 
methodologies to approach a particular problem. 

 
This course is designed to familiarize students in economics, business and social science 
disciplines with the use of experiments to answer research questions. We will study the 
methodology of experiments, including experimental design, statistical design and accepted 
procedures, as well as important papers in selected fields. Experimental research is conducted in 
virtually every field, from game theory to macroeconomics. The topics and fields we cover in 
class will be tailored to the interests of the participants. 

 
This is a 3 credit course. 

 
Prerequisites 

There are no prerequisites for this course. However, students should be far enough along in their 
graduate program that they have started identifying their research topic. 

 
Required Texts 

Friedman and Sunder, Experimental Methods: A Primer for Economists. (Cambridge University 
Press, 1994). ISBN 9780521450683 

 

Weekly assigned readings will be posted in Moodle. Additional papers will be available on 
Moodle as well. 

 
Course Structure 

The first third of the course will be spent participating in experiments and learning some of the 
key elements of experimental design. The remaining two-thirds of the course will involve 
discussions and critiques of experimental research papers, with one student presenting the paper 
as if it were their own and the remainder of the class participating in a conference-style 
discussion. Topics will be selected based on the interests of students enrolled in the course. As 
part of the course, students will be expected to develop an NSF-style grant proposal (either on 
their own, or in teams). 
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Grading & Course Elements 
1. Class Presentations - 25% 
Each student will be required to present several papers (apx. 3-4, exact number determined by 
class size) over the course of the semester. The purpose of these presentations is to gain 
experience with short- and long- conference-style presentations as well as to improve students’ 
ability to speak in front of an audience and teach. Presentations will be evaluated - criteria 
include: 

1) Preparation 
2) Ability to isolate important results and contributions from the paper 
3) Ability to engage the class in an intellectually stimulating manner 

 
2. Short research responses - 25% 
Each student must write one of these for each paper they are not presenting. These are essentially 
referee reports, with a little extra emphasis on ‘next steps.’ You should have a single-spaced, 1-2 
page summary of the paper, including: 

1) What is the paper about?  What is its main topic area? 
2) Describe the methodology/approach. 
3) Summarize the main findings. 
4) What did the paper do particularly well? 
5) In what areas could the paper have been improved? 
6) What are your questions for further research? 

 
3. Research Proposal - 50%. 
There are two options for this assignment: group or individual. You will develop an NSF 
Doctoral Dissertation Research Improvement Grant (DDRIG) style research proposal based on 
the topic of your choosing. This should be 13-15 pages of text (single-spaced, 11 or 12 point 
font, 1 inch margins), plus references and any supporting materials.  
 
The NSF Grant Program Guide is available here: 
https://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=pappg 

 

This will provide experience with developing a research project as well as drafting a proposal. 
The expectation is that you could then edit and revise your proposal to send to either NSF or 
to another funding agency. Intermediate deadlines include: 
 

Item Percent Date 
Initial idea 5% TBD 
Preliminary literature review 10% TBD 
Group feedback on research 5% TBD 
Draft Project Summary 5% TBD 
Draft design with materials 10% TBD 
Final proposal 15% TBD 
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Accommodation Statement 
The University of Massachusetts Amherst is committed to providing an equal educational 
opportunity for all students.  If you have a documented physical, psychological, or learning 
disability on file with Disability Services (DS), you may be eligible for reasonable academic 
accommodations to help you succeed in this course.  If you have a documented disability that 
requires an accommodation, please notify me within the first two weeks of the semester so that we 
may make appropriate arrangements. 
  
Academic Honesty Statement 
Since the integrity of the academic enterprise of any institution of higher education requires 
honesty in scholarship and research, academic honesty is required of all students at the University 
of Massachusetts Amherst.  Academic dishonesty is prohibited in all programs of the 
University.  Academic dishonesty includes but is not limited to: cheating, fabrication, plagiarism, 
and facilitating dishonesty.  Appropriate sanctions may be imposed on any student who has 
committed an act of academic dishonesty.  Instructors should take reasonable steps to address 
academic misconduct.  Any person who has reason to believe that a student has committed 
academic dishonesty should bring such information to the attention of the appropriate course 
instructor as soon as possible.  Instances of academic dishonesty not related to a specific course 
should be brought to the attention of the appropriate department Head or Chair.  Since students are 
expected to be familiar with this policy and the commonly accepted standards of academic 
integrity, ignorance of such standards is not normally sufficient evidence of lack of intent 
(http://www.umass.edu/dean_students/codeofconduct/acadhonesty/ ). 

http://www.umass.edu/dean_students/codeofconduct/acadhonesty/
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