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Resource Economics 121 (Gen Ed SB-DG) 
Hunger in a Global Economy 

 

Class Meetings: Tuesday and Thursday 4:00PM - 5:15PM, Holdsworth Hall room 202 
Instructor: Felipe Quezada-Escalona 
Contact Information: fquezadaesca@umass.edu (24 hour reply policy) 
Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 2:00PM – 3:30PM (before class, upon appointment) 
Venue: 410 Stockbridge Hall (Grad students office) 
Number of Credits: 4 credits 

 

Course Objectives: 
• Explore the causes of hunger (chronic undernutrition) from an economic perspective. 
• Understand how population growth and economic development are increasing demand for food. 
• Assess the prospects for food supply to meet needs at affordable prices, while sustaining the 

environment and responding to climate change. 
• Evaluate how our global economy, where increased trade links even the poorest urban and rural 

residents in developing countries to market forces, affects hunger. 
• Discuss policy choices. What policies are effective, and which would you choose in order 

to improve food security for poor families around the world? 
 

Course Description 

Our goal in this course is to address fundamental questions, ideas, and methods of analysis in the social 
sciences; apply these methods of analysis to the real-world problem of hunger; and stretch our minds. 
Economics as a social science provides us with basic analytical tools with which to look at the world. 
These tools can help us to understand why hunger exists and is persistent around the world. But they do 
not provide complete answers or perspectives and part of our job is to recognize their useful applications 
and their limitations. We do this through critical thinking using data to analyze food supply and demand 
and then writing about and discussing what we know as well as what we want to know. Our global focus 
is on hunger where it is most prevalent in Africa and Southern Asia; where it is present but declining, for 
example in East Asia and Latin America; and where it persists at significant levels in developed countries 
in Northern America and Europe. The course is equivalent to sections taught on main campus (credit and 
difficulty level).  

 
Required Reading: 
 

• The World Food Problem: Toward Understanding and Ending Undernutrition in the Developing World. 
Howard D. Leathers and Phillips Foster. 5th Edition. Boulder, Colorado: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 
2017  

• Other required reading material or links would be posted on Moodle.  

 
General Education Objectives 

 

This course is part of the University’s General Education program which seeks to enrich your learning 
experience. The purpose of the program is to equip you for lifelong learning and to comprehend a 
rapidly changing world. This course on Hunger in a Global Economy will help develop the skills 
advocated the General Education program. You will be expected to engage in inquiry and analysis of 
this complex multi-faceted problem (hunger/poverty/inequality/distribution); critical analysis of 
existing issues using both quantitative and qualitative data (reading empirical studies as well as 
human interest news stories); drawing connections between what you read and real-world issues that 
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you see around you (hunger in developing countries as compared to the US); clearly communicate 
your ideas to your classmates through discussions as well as to me through your writing; utilize 
existing resources, both on-campus and online, to understand this issue. 
 
I highly recommend that you visit the General Education website to learn more about it:  
http://www.umass.edu/gened/index.html 
 
 
Course Outline: 
 

1. What is Hunger and Who Are the Hungry? 
• Extreme Undernutrition: Famine 
• Defining and Measuring Undernutrition 

2. The Basic Economics of Food Demand and Supply 
• Tools for Analyzing Food Markets 
• Applying the Tools to Study Undernutrition 

3. How Much is World Food Demand Going to Grow Due to Population and Income Growth? 
4. Can World Food Supply Meet Demand? 
5. Approaches to/Policies for Fighting Hunger 

• Demand Side: Raising Incomes, Changing Demographics, Subsidizing Consumption 
• Supply Side: Direct Subsidies, Access to Credit, Technological Change 

6. An End to World Hunger? 
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Course Work Overview—The Weights and Dates Making Up Your Final Grade 

 

Item % of Final Grade 

Cases   
(5% each, Cases 1-5 (best 4 of 5), Case 6 mandatory) 

25% 

Group Work Days with Group Work Postings 
(2% each, Cases 1-5 (best 4 of 5), Case 6 mandatory. You 
must participate in at least 5 to earn credit for Group 
Work—see below) 

10% 

Exam 1 
Tentative schedule: Feb. 27 

15% 

Exam 2 
Tentative Schedule: Apr. 07 

15% 

Final Exam 
May 1, 3:30-5:30 

20% 

Participation  15% 

 
 
Minimum Grade Guarantee: Your grade will be determined based on the above items. To allow you to 
check your grade to date, I will use the following minimum grade cutoff points based on your percentage 
of the total points available: A = 94, A- = 90, B+ = 87, B = 83 B- = 80, C+ = 77, C = 73, C- = 70, D+ = 65, D = 
60 and F < 60. 

 

Details of What You Do in Each of the Course Elements  
 
❖ Cases: In the cases, you do individual research, problem solving, written interpretation of readings, 

discussion of opposing sides of food issues, and development of your own opinions. If you miss any 
one of cases 1-5 for any reason, this will be the case that you drop. If you do all of cases 1-5, the 
lowest score will be dropped. Case 6 is mandatory. 

❖ Group Work Days & Group Work Postings: You will be assigned to a small group of 4 (maximum 5) 
people for in- class and on-line discussion and collaboration. You will participate in Group Work Days 
that produce Group Work Postings (made the same day) that synthesize your case work, address new 
questions, and draw policy recommendations for ending hunger. Good group work requires 
consistent and dedicated participation. To earn credit for group work you must participate in at least 
5 group work days. If you reach a point in the semester where you have missed 2 group days without 
excused absences, you will be removed from your group. If you do all of group work day 1-5, the 
lowest score will be dropped. Group work day 6 is mandatory. 

❖ EXAM 1 (15%), EXAM 2 (15%), and the cumulative FINAL EXAM (20%): Our exams are in a short 
answer and essay format, with a very limited number of multiple choice questions. No makeups will 
be given on any exam unless prior approval to reschedule it has been given by the instructor. 

❖ Participation: While in class, you are expected to actively participate. Participation for this course 
can take several forms, including answering instructor questions, asking clarifying questions on 
course material, and engaging productively with you peers during group work and class discussion. 
Attendance will affect your participation grade (more detail below).  Credits for participation can 
received by showing engagement in one of the three ways listed above. The best way to prepare for 
discussion is to come to class, on time, having done the readings with at least one question or 
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comment about them. Please note that participating in class discussion means not only speaking in 
class, but also being aware of classroom dynamics to ensure that you are not monopolizing 
discussions. While I encourage shy students to speak in class, I also expect those who do feel 
comfortable speaking to avoid doing so excessively, so that others will also feel comfortable 
participating. Speaking and listening are skills that complement one another, and learning to do 
both effectively will help you in many aspects of your life in the future 

 
 
Attendance 
 
This class has been designed as a participatory class and if you are absent, then the class will not succeed. 
Therefore, attendance is mandatory. If for some valid reason you will not be able to make it, let me know 
and we will work something out. As I said, the reason should be valid. Attendance counts towards your class 
participation grade. Unless you have spoken to me, for every class you miss, I will reduce your letter grade 
by one letter i.e. if you score A- but missed a class, you will earn a B+. 
 
Time 
 
Please arrive on time (ideally fully awake) and do not pack up before time. We start at 2:30 PM. Therefore, 
plan on arriving a few minutes early, so you have enough time to settle down. We also end at 3:45 PM. If I 
drone on beyond that, remind me to stop! 
 
Electronic Devices 
 
Please refrain from using electronic devices (i.e. laptops, tablets) during class EXCEPT for the purpose of 
taking notes. However, according to latest research you learn more when you take notes on old-fashioned 
paper. True story. I am not making this up. Cell phones are NOT permitted under any circumstances. If you 
have some emergency i.e. a family member in hospital, please inform me and I will make an exception. 
 
 
Academic Honesty Statement 
 
Since the integrity of the academic enterprise of any institution of higher education requires honesty in 
scholarship and research, academic honesty is required of all students at the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst.  Academic dishonesty is prohibited in all programs of the University.  Academic dishonesty 
includes but is not limited to: cheating, fabrication, plagiarism, and facilitating dishonesty.  Appropriate 
sanctions may be imposed on any student who has committed an act of academic dishonesty.  Instructors 
should take reasonable steps to address academic misconduct.  Any person who has reason to believe that a 
student has committed academic dishonesty should bring such information to the attention of the 
appropriate course instructor as soon as possible.  Instances of academic dishonesty not related to a specific 
course should be brought to the attention of the appropriate department Head or Chair.  Since students are 
expected to be familiar with this policy and the commonly accepted standards of academic integrity, 
ignorance of such standards is not normally sufficient evidence of lack of intent (
http://www.umass.edu/dean_students/codeofconduct/acadhonesty/). 

 
 

Accommodation Policy Statement 
 
The University of Massachusetts Amherst is committed to providing an equal educational opportunity for 

all students.  If you have a documented physical, psychological, or learning disability on file with 

Disability Services (DS), you may be eligible for reasonable academic accommodations to help you 
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succeed in this course.  If you have a documented disability that requires an accommodation, please 

notify me within the first two weeks of the semester so that we may make appropriate arrangements. 

  
 
The Respectful Learning Environment 
 
We are all responsible for maintaining a classroom environment that is conducive to learning and 
discussion. 

• The instructor and students notice and respect each other. 
• Respect includes appropriate humor, enjoyment, or other indications of a comfortable and 

pleasant classroom community. 
• We are on time for class: no late arrivals and no packing up early. 
• We avoid disruptions during class such as private conversations, using a laptop or cellphone for 

something other than current classroom work, reading newspapers, and, of course, sleeping. 
• We avoid language that is racist, sexist, or homophobic or in other ways may exclude members of 

our campus and classroom community. 
 
 
Communication 
 
If you have any concerns, doubts, questions or any issues whatsoever about the course, feel free to talk to 
me. I genuinely value your feedback. You can reach me through email as well as see me during office hours. 
It is important to remember that successful communication is a two-way street. Therefore, I will urge you to 
regularly check your email, that is, your school email address, not your personal email. If you are not already 
checking your school email regularly (which means at least twice a day), then please do so now. 
Furthermore, checking your email is not enough. If your response is required, then please do respond! 
 
 
Progress through Course 
 
To ensure that you are on track and are not struggling with the course, I will arrange for individual meetings 
either during office hours or at a mutually convenient time. I think one meeting around week 4 should 
suffice but if more are required, we will work on that.  
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Course Schedule 

  

Week 1: Thinking about Hunger in a Global Economy 

Class 1  1-21 First Day 
Class 2  1-23 Read WFP Preface & Ch 1 & Ch 2 

 
Week 2: Famine - Extreme Levels of Undernutrition 
Class 3  1-28 Read WFP Ch. 3 & Ch. 4 
Class 4  1-30 Read WFP Ch. 4, & Ch. 5 

 
Week 3: Measuring Chronic Undernutrition 
Class 5  2 -04 Group Work Day 

Assignment: Case 1 due Mon 2-03 (the night before class 5) 
Class 6  2-06 Read Ch. 15 & Ch. 6 & SOFI 

 
Week 4: Prevalence of Chronic Undernourishment in the World 
Class 7 2-11  Read: The Bottom Billion Preface & Ch. 1; Read WFP Ch. 7, p. 97-110 
Class 8 2-13  Group Work Day 

  Assignment: Case 2 due Wed 2-13 (the night before class 8) 
 

Week 5: Using Economic Tools to Understand Change in Food Markets 
No Class 2-18  
Class 9    2-20   Read WFP Ch. 7, p. 97-110 

 

Week 6: Price Elasticity, Supply Elasticity, and Food Price Spikes 
Class 10 2-25    Read WFP Ch. 7, p. 110-124 
Class 11 2-27    EXAM 1  

 
Week 7: Food Demand: The Dynamics & Economics of Population Growth 
Class 12 3-03 Read WFP Ch. 7, p. 110-124 
Class 13 3-05 Read WFP Ch. 8; World Population Data Sheet 

 
Week 8: Income Growth and Predicting Overall Food Demand Growth 
Class 14 3-10 Read World Population Prospects, WPF Chs. 9 & 10 & “UN Raises Projected World 

Population” 
Class 15 3-12 Group Work Day  

Assignment: Case 3 due Wed 3-11 (the night before class 15) 
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--- Spring break --- 

 

Week 9: Predicting Future Demand, Economic Growth, & Turning to the Economics of Supply 
Class 16 3-24 Read WFP Chs. 11 & 12 
Class 17 3-26 Group Work Day -- Assignment: Case 4 due Thu 3-25 (the night before class 17) 

 
Week 10: The Future of Agricultural Production & Turning to Policy to Reduce Hunger 
Class 18 3-31 Read WFP Chs. 13 & 14 
Class 19 4-02 Read “Genetically Engineered Crops”, Controversy over World Food Prize & WFP Ch. 16 

 
Week 11: Policy to Reduce Hunger; Demographic Policies 
Class 20 4-07 EXAM 2 
Class 21 4-09 Read WFP Ch. 18, Ch. 17 & Grameen Bank 

 
Week 12: Policy for Reducing Hunger; Policies to Increase the Purchasing Power of the Poor 
Class 22 4-14 Read WFP Chs. 19 & 20; “How India Feeds...”, “Brazil Makes Headway...” & “Our Battle to 

End Hunger” 
Class 23 4-16 Group Work Day 

Assignment: Case 5 due Wed 4-15 (the night before class 23) 
 
Week 13: Policies to Reduce Hunger; Issues Regarding Food Subsidies & Food Aid 
Class 24 4-21 Read WFP Chs. 21 & 22 
Class 25 4-23 Read Official Development Assistance 

 
Week 14: Last week: An End to World Hunger? What Will It Take? 
Class 26 4-28 Group Work Day, Read WFP Ch. 23 & “What you can do”  

Assignment: Case 6 due Mon 4-27 (the night before class 26) 

 
 

FINAL EXAM: May 1, 2020 (3:30 PM – 5:00 PM) 


