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Field Research Operational Plan Related to Covid-19

The following questions are for individuals within any discipline who carry out field research and scholarship 
off-campus that is NOT associated with human subjects. These prompts provide the opportunity to detail 
compliance with Governor Baker’s plan for reopening the commonwealth due to the COVID-19, and other restrictions 
or guidelines specific to the location of the individual’s off-campus field sites. This form may be submitted as an 
attachment in the Kuali Form to cover the field component of an individual’s work. UMass Amherst Research & 
Engagement Office has developed "Travel Guidance for Fieldwork" with a checklist for best public health practices 
for off-campus research that may be helpful when answering the questions below.

N.B. Cornell (https://www.cornell.edu/coronavirus/assets/files/20200522-research-reactivation-report.pdf) has a 
“Controls checklist” for fieldwork, and UC Berkeley (https://ehs.berkeley.edu/covid-19) has “Precautions and 
considerations for travel or fieldwork” which may be helpful.

Where is your field site located, and what is the nature of the fieldwork? 

How will you be traveling to and from the field site? What precautions will you take to ensure 
physical distancing, or reduce the risk of transmission if traveling by public transportation such 
as plane or train? If traveling by passenger vehicle, only one passenger per vehicle is 
recommended if travelers are not from the same household. 

Does your travel or field work require you to comply with any state, municipal, or field site 
requirements due to COVID-19 that are more restrictive than those that apply to all such activity in 
Massachusetts? Are there quarantine requirements upon entering that jurisdiction or returning to 
Massachusetts? If so, please describe the requirements and how you will comply with them.  

https://ehs.berkeley.edu/covid-19
https://www.umass.edu/research/covid-19-resources-guidance
https://www.cornell.edu/coronavirus/assets/files/20200522-research-reactivation-report.pdf
https://ehs.berkeley.edu/covid-19
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What field equipment will you need, and how and how often will it be sanitized between users? Have you 
determined how much sanitizer is needed for the duration of the fieldwork?  

How will samples be handled in the field? Will you bring samples or materials from the field 
site to UMass Amherst? If so, how will they be handled when you return to campus? 

How will you comply with the COVID-19 restrictions, such as physical distancing and 
appropriate PPE, etc. for all team members, including local individuals whom you hire to 
assist with the field research? 

What plan do you have for food, water and other provisions for team members?

Are overnight accommodations required? If so, what type of accommodation will you use? 
What precautions will you take to ensure physical distancing from people not in your 
household at these accommodations? Only one person per room or tent is recommended if 
travelers are not from the same household. 

Do you have access to infrastructure in the field such as rest rooms and running water? If no 
such infrastructure exists, how will you ensure proper hygiene such as hand washing? Have 
you determined how much soap and sanitizer are required for the duration of the fieldwork?
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