
Quick FAQ for Fall 2020 RAPs   updated 07/3/2020 
More information is available on the FAQ Tab of the RAP website  

 
We in RAP are working hard to stay current with all the details related to Fall 2020 opening at 
UMass Amherst. That being said, there are many moving parts and many details. For the most 
up to date information, please be sure to go the official UMass Coronavirus webpage 

 
1. Question: Can I stay in my RAP if I will not be living on campus OR if I want to live in a 

single room which might mean I need to be in a different residence hall from the RAP?  
Answer: Yes. In response to the unprecedented situation we are in as a result of COVID-
19, we are adjusting our residential requirements.   
If you joined a RAP you can continue to be a member of that RAP, meaning that you can 
remain enrolled in the RAP affiliated course, regardless of where you are living. You will 
have the opportunity to develop connections with the other students in the RAP 
through your remote course meetings, assignments, and a range of events.   
This applies to all RAPs including Invitation programs and Honors RAPs.   
 

2. Question: If I am in a RAP and I live off campus in the fall, can I live in the RAP designated 
residence hall when I return to campus in the spring? 
Answer: Students who live off-campus in the fall semester and want to live on-campus 
for the Spring 2021 semester will have an opportunity to request a room assignment 
through housing services. All returning students will follow the same process. RAP 
students will not be assured a space in the RAP affiliate residence hall. Please be sure to 
follow all important processes and deadlines to be an on-time applicant for spring 
housing. See Living at UMass for details. 

 
3. Question: Will my RAP course be face-to-face? 

Answer: ALL RAP courses will be taught remotely.  
 

4. Question: What happens if a course required for my major conflicts with the course 
affiliated with the RAP?  
Answer: Major requirements come first. If you discover during your academic advising 
appointment that you are unable to enroll in the RAP course, you will need to drop the 
course. (Note: If your advising happens after the Housing Preference Application process has closed, although 
you will no longer be a member of the RAP, it is possible your housing will remain in the residence hall where the 
RAP is – contact living@umass.edu for confirmation).  
 

5. Question: As a RAP student, will I have a roommate or will I have a single room (will 
COVID-19 effect my options)? 
Answer: RAP housing assignments will follow the same rules governing all first-year 
student housing assignments, the default assignment will be a double room. Students 
may request a single. Please refer to the Chancellor’s announcement regarding all 
COVID-19 related roommate policies and procedures. Contact living@umass.edu with 
questions.  

 
6. Question: Can I request to room with someone who is not in my RAP? 



Answer: There are two general scenarios related to roommates and RAP:  
Scenario #1: You are in a roommate-restricted RAP. There are a few RAPs that require      
students to room with another student in the same RAP: 

All Honors RAPs 
Bio Pioneers RAP 
BioTAP 
Isenberg School of Management Fellows RAPs 
Emerging Scholars RAP 
Performing & Visual Arts Majors RAP 
Veterinary & Animal Science Majors RAP 

 
If you are in one of these RAPs, you may request to room with someone in your RAP. In 
order to see who is in your RAP, log back into your RAP log-in page and click “see others in 
my RAP.” If you wish to live with one of these students as your roommate, you must 
mutually request each other on your Housing Preference Application using your full name 
or Student ID #. 
If you don’t request a specific roommate, housing will assign you a roommate in your RAP 
based on your housing profile. 

 
Scenario #2: You are in a RAP that does not have a roommate restriction (any RAP NOT 
listed above). It is possible to request to room with a student who is not part of your in any 
of these three cases:   

You want to room with someone in your RAP (In order to see who is in your RAP, log 
back into your RAP log-in page and click “see others in my RAP”) OR 
You want to room with someone in a different RAP that is located in the same residence 
hall as yours OR 
You want to room with someone not joining a RAP 

 
Follow this procedure to request a roommate:   

Go to your Housing Preference Application on Spire 
BOTH students must request each other. You can enter their full name or Student ID 
number.  
Please know that this does not guarantee that you will be assigned together. 

 
It is NOT possible to live with someone who is in a RAP that is located in a different residence 
hall.  
 
For additional questions about roommates please visit the Housing Assignment website. 

 


