
The Interdisciplinary Seminar on Conflict and Violence 
promotes interdisciplinary exchanges among faculty and graduate students interested in 

the topics of conflict, violence and peacefrom a wide range of departments across campus

 
Dr. Özden Melis Uluğ holds a BSc 
major in Psychology and a BA minor 
in Studies in Politics from Middle East 
Technical University in Turkey. She re-
ceived her MSc degree in Political Psy-
chology with distinction from Queen’s 
University Belfast in Northern Ireland in 
2011 and her PhD degree in Psychol-
ogy from Jacobs University Bremen in 
Germany in 2016. She focused on the 
socially shared conflict understandings 
among different segments of society 
(e.g., politicians, scholars and journal-
ists, and lay people) in the context of 
the Kurdish conflict in Turkey. She has 
also conducted follow-up studies in or-
der to understand the role of intergroup 
contact in different status groups on 
conflict understandings and peace-relat-
ed outcomes, such as attitudes toward 

reconciliation and peace.  In addition to intergroup conflict, reconciliation and 
peace, her research interests also include collective action and solidarity between 
disadvantaged groups. 
 
ABSTRACT: In the Gezi Park protests in 2013, a large number of disadvantaged 
groups (e.g., feminists, LGBTIs, Kurds) stood in solidarity against the oppressive 
policies of the current government. In early 2016, academics in Turkey released 
a statement to emphasize that they would not be a party to the crime in South-
east Turkey and demanded the Turkish state to put an end to violence inflicted 
against citizens. However, soon after this call, these academics–Academics for 
Peace–were subjected to investigation by prosecutors and harassment by various 
(non)-governmental actors. Given this context, the first part of the talk will be de-
voted to a discussion on the solidarity dynamics among the activists in the Gezi 
Park protests. Also, in close relation to solidarity theme, the second part of the 
talk will be devoted to political solidarity among “Academics for Peace”. I will dis-
cuss how a network of solidarity at the national and international level might bring 
about change that would benefit disadvantaged groups. 
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“Solidarity is the kindness between peoples”:
 An exploration of solidarity experiences 

among activists and academics for peace in Turkey 
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