
SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH METHODS
AT THE FRONTIER

Three scholars of  race and 
politics reflect critically on 
the frontiers of  research 
methods in each of  their 
disciplines in light of  the 
fight for racial justice. This 
event is part of  a weeklong, 
campus-wide and interdis-
ciplinary engagement with 
the Black Lives Matter move-
ment, and is co-sponsored by 
ISSR and the Psychology of  
Peace and Violence Program.

Dr. Fredrick C. 
Harris is Professor 
of  Political Science 
and Director of  
the Center on 
African-American 
Politics and Society 

at Columbia University He is the author 
of  the award-winning Price of  the Ticket: 
Barack Obama and the Rise and Decline of  
Black Politics.

Dr. Dawn M. Dow 
is an assistant pro-
fessor in the depart-
ment of  Sociology at 
the Maxwell School 
of  Citizenship and 
Public Affairs at Syr-

acuse University.  Her current work examines 
how African American middle-class mothers 
view and make decisions about work and 
family, and how they approach parenting. 

Dr. Linda R. Tropp 
is Professor of  
Social Psychology 
at the University 
of  Massachusetts 
Amherst, and winner 
of  numerous awards 

for her research on intergroup relations. 
Her work on racial integration informs U.S. 
Supreme Court cases on racial integration 
and state and national initiatives to improve 
interracial relations in schools. 

Dr. Sancha Med-
winter is an as-
sistant professor 
in the department 
of  Sociology at 
the University of  
Massachusetts 

Amherst. Her research and teaching 
crosscut issues of  race, class, citizenship, 
and environmental inequality.

Armanthia 
Duncan is a PhD 
student in Sociolo-
gy at the University 
of  Massachusetts 
Amherst. Her 
intersectional work 

explores race and inequality across topics 
in medical sociology and criminology.

Tiamba Wilkerson 
is a PhD student in 
Sociology at the Uni-
versity of  Massachu-
setts Amherst. She is 
a political sociologist 
working on race and 
gender, labor, body 

politics and embodiment.

This inter-disciplinary dialogue 
will engage scholars across the 
5 Colleges to identify implica-
tions and shared agendas for 
social science research after 
a week of  events centered on 
the Black Lives Matter move-
ment and the fight for racial 
justice. This event is co-spon-
sored by the Institute for So-
cial Science Research and the 
Psychology of  Peace and Vio-
lence Program in collaboration 
with partner organizations 
such as the Public Engagement 
Project and GEO Black Caucus.

GEO
BLACK
CAUCUS

Moderator Dean Robinson is 
Associate Professor of  Political Science 
at the University of  Massachusetts Am-
hert. He specializes in the comparative 
study of  health disparities by race and 
class, and Black politics in the United 
States.

RSVP @ ISSR.UMASS.EDU/EVENTS 

Affirming Black Lives Matter
Wednesday | March 23 | 12:30-2:00 pm

UMass Campus Center Hadley Room

How do we heed the call?
Monday | March 28 | 12:30-2:00 pm 

Bartlett 107


