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Greetings from UMass Amherst Office of Parent Services (OPS)! 
The end of the spring semester is near. As students get busier and enjoy the 

fresh air outside, some important tasks or information may go unnoticed. 

Encourage your student to stay on top of tasks and procedures and to take care 

of business. This email includes updates on fall registration and summer session 

classes, hall closing, Commencement, UMassGives & SCERF, Family Weekend, 

and more. 

Fall 2021 Online Room Selection 
The Fall 2021 Room Selection process ends this Friday, April 23 at 4 p.m. If your 

student plans to live on campus, make sure they have used their appointment to 

select a housing assignment for fall 2021. Students who have not selected a housing assignment by April 23 

will not be guaranteed on-campus housing and will need to consider off-campus options. 

Late Appointment requests 

Students who requested a Late Fall 2021 Room Selection Appointment will have their appointments post in 

SPIRE on Thursday, April 22 at 10 a.m. Please note, more students requested on-time appointments than 

there are available spaces on campus for fall 2021. While we do not expect every student to select a space, 

all on-time students will have the opportunity to select an assignment before students who requested a late 

appointment will receive an appointment. 

Online Summer Session classes 
Summer Session registration is now open. With nearly 600 online class offerings, students can complete 

General Education (Gen Ed) requirements, stay on track, or earn extra credits towards graduation. They can 

take online classes from any location without disrupting summer plans. Sessions start Monday, May 17 and 

Tuesday, July 6 and fill up quickly. Note: there is an additional fee for summer session—classes are not 

included in your student’s regular tuition. 

Finishing spring semester 
Final exams 

Final exams begin Thursday, May 6 and end Wednesday, May 12. The spring 2021 final exam schedule is 

now available. Students can view their individual final exam schedule by logging onto SPIRE. As always, if 

your student has conflicting exams or has three or more exams scheduled in one calendar day, they should 

contact the Office of the Registrar for assistance. 

Pass/Fail grading policy 

Tuesday, May 4 is the last day for undergraduate and Stockbridge students to select pass/fail (P/F). Please 

encourage your student to review the spring semester P/F grading policy to gain a full understanding of its 

benefits and impact and to select the option that best fits their needs. 

Spring move-out 

Residence halls close for spring semester, Saturday, May 15 at 9 p.m. All students must make a Move-Out 

Reservation to determine the specific day and time of their move-out. Students can make a Move-Out 

Reservation in SPIRE, April 26 at 9 a.m. through May 5 at 4 p.m. 

Graduating seniors are automatically given a May 15 Move-Out Reservation, but they can select an earlier 

date if they wish. 

View the Spring Move-Out website for additional information. If students have questions after reviewing the 

website, please contact Residential Life Student Services at living@umass.edu or 413-545-2100. 
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Commencement updates 

The 2021 Undergraduate Commencement celebration is rapidly approaching. Here are a few reminders to 

help your graduate get ready for the big day. 

 Undergraduate Commencement will be held Friday, May 14 and will take the form of four smaller 
and shorter ceremonies at McGuirk Alumni Stadium. The schedule is available online. 

 Senior recognition ceremonies, hosted by the schools and colleges, will be celebrated virtually. 
Additional details will be sent directly by schools and colleges.  

 To maintain compliance with public health guidelines, the ceremonies will be limited to graduates 
only, with no guests allowed. 

 All graduates interested in attending will be required to register for their ceremony. Details about 
registration will be sent to graduates via email in the coming days. 

 Graduates traveling from out of state or internationally will be required to follow the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts’s travel advisory. 

 Graduates must follow public health protocols, including social distancing and mask wearing. 
Graduates will also need to be in compliance with COVID testing protocols. Details will be 
distributed shortly. 

 Each ceremony will be livestreamed on umass.edu/commencement for graduates unable to attend 
and family members. 

 Upon arrival at the stadium, graduates will receive their commemorative graduation medallion and 
will have the opportunity to have a professional photograph taken. 

 UMass is pleased to offer the opportunity for graduates to have their senior portrait taken on 
campus, May 7 – 13. Graduates interested in getting their senior portrait will be required to make an 
appointment and be in compliance with COVID-19 testing protocols and public health guidelines. 

For more information and to view regularly posted updates, please visit the Commencement website. 

Spring To Dos for a smooth fall semester 

Encourage your student to plan ahead for next fall if they can. A little time spent now can make the beginning 

of their fall semester go more smoothly. 

Fall 2021 course registration 

Fall 2021 course registration began April 5. Talk with your student about fall semester plans. If they have not 

already met with an advisor about course selection, they should do so as soon as possible. Students can 

register online through April and make changes to their schedules until the Add/Drop period ends on 

Wednesday, September 8. 

Paperwork/To Dos 

Students should take a few minutes to resolve To Dos in SPIRE, respond to university emails, pay 

outstanding bills, and complete financial aid documentation and other paperwork. Financial aid award 

notifications to continuing students start mid-June. 

Internship and study abroad 

If your student plans to intern or study abroad over the summer or in the fall, they should make sure that all 

required paperwork is completed and submitted.  

Textbooks 

Books by eCampus will be buying back books and collecting rental returns fully online for spring 2021; 

students can access MyAccount to print a free UPS return label for any rented texts. Summer and fall term 

2021 course materials are now available! 

References or recommendations 

Your student may need to gather references or recommendations now if they think they might need them this 

summer. We advise that they schedule a virtual appointment to meet with instructors or staff to discuss and 

ask for recommendations, especially if they haven’t been in touch with the instructor or staff member 

recently. 
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From the UMass Parents Advisory Council: Families Care FREE 

Bingo event—You are invited! 
The UMass Amherst Parents Advisory Council is teaming up with the Dean of 

Students Office during UMassGives, April 29 – April 30, to raise much needed 

funds to financially support undergraduate students through the educational and 

financial hardships they often face. We will host two rounds of UMass Amherst 

themed Bingo during our Power Hour, April 30, 7:30 p.m. – 9 p.m. to help raise 

$10,000 for the Student Care and Emergency Response Fund (SCERF). More 

information about this free event to come soon, including the Bingo Zoom link and 

our special UMassGives/SCERF donation link. Please mark your calendar, plan to 

attend this free event, and donate if you can to benefit this great cause. We know not everyone is in a 

position to give at this time, but small contributions add up quickly when we come together as a community. 

Donations are never expected, but a minimum contribution of $5 is suggested for those interested in and able 

to participate in this fundraising event. We thank you in advance for your generosity. 

Family Weekend planning 

Start planning for Family Weekend 2021, October 1 – 3. This event offers something for everyone, from 

academics and the arts to other classic fall activities, including a home football game. Most activities will be in 

person. Registration opens in August, but you can make hotel reservations at off-campus locations now. 

Continue to visit the website for updates as events are added throughout the summer. 

Conversation starters for you and your student 
Supportive and consistent messages and discussions about making safe and healthy decisions go a long 

way when they come from a family member. Here are some additional questions to continue meaningful 

conversations for a deeper relationship with your student. 

 How will you decide whether or not to drink at a party 

 What will you say to your peers if you don’t want to drink? 

 What will you do if you find yourself at a party with only alcohol to drink? 

 What will you do if your roommate or a neighbor passes out from drinking too much? 

 How will you get home if the person you rode with is too drunk to drive? 

April poll question 

How likely is it that your student will live at home, at least for a while, after graduation? Participate in the poll 

and view previous poll results here. 

Important dates 

May 4: Last day of classes & last day to select pass/fail 

May 5: Last day to make a Move-Out reservation 

May 6: Final examinations begin 

May 12: Last day of final examinations 

May 14-15: Commencement ceremonies (no guests) 

May 15: Residence halls close 

May 17: First day of optional Summer Session I classes 

Links to UMass Amherst websites 
Center for Health Promotion 

Campus Pulse 

Campus Recreation 

Financial Aid Services 

Residential Life Student Services 

We encourage you to look through our sites and become more familiar with campus resources so you can 

better direct your student to the appropriate office or department as they learn how to handle their questions 

and concerns. 

OPS staff is working remotely this spring semester to monitor emails and return call back requests. If you 

have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact the Office of Parent Services, Monday through Friday, 

8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. We’re more than happy to assist you. 

Sincerely, 

Rose M. Boulay, Director 

Office of Parent Services 

Knowlton Hall 

691 North Pleasant Street OFC 
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University of Massachusetts Amherst 

Amherst, Massachusetts 01003-9399 

 

In case of a campus emergency, always follow the university’s main web page at www.umass.edu. The 

website will display a distinctly colored stripe at the top containing pertinent status updates and information 

related to ongoing emergencies. 
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