
                                                                     
 

Art Concepts for Kids: VALUE! 
 

This week, our online art class will be exploring “value”, or the 
transition between light and dark. 

 
The idea of value in art may seem complicated but it’s actually very simple!  

 

 
This groovy song teaches you all about lightness, darkness and gradient. 

Scratch Garden Value Song (all ages) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DMIvEgKSvrE 

 
 
Now onto some fun activities that explore value. Click the links above the 
description for the step-by-step directions for each activity. 
 
 
Ages 2-5 
Rain Cloud: Black and White Make Gray 
This is maybe my favorite one! What a simple way for toddlers to watch the magic of 
paint!  
They simply finger paint with black and white to create a rain cloud and in the process 
watch the many shades, tones and tints that are formed. This is a messy one! Smocks 
and child friendly paint required. 
 
Torn Paper Landscapes 
If littles can watercolor different shades of a single color on different pieces of paper 
they can have lots of fun ripping pieces and creating a landscape effect. Even a wild 
abstract one would be fun for toddler hands. They can even add trees!  
 
Monochromatic Mixed Media  
This is a color sorting activity but a good way to teach that there are dozens of reds not 
just one! This activity will show shades and tints created by gluing different scraps to a 
base color board. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DMIvEgKSvrE
https://teachpreschool.org/2011/03/22/black-and-white-make-gray-for-a-cloudy-day-in-preschool/
https://barleyandbirch.com/2018/01/make-torn-paper-landscape-art/
https://artfulparent.com/monochrome-art/


Ages 5-9 
Value Ice Cream Cones 
A super yummy one. This activity may require more adult help for little ones but if you 
prep the ice cream scoop shapes they should be able to tackle it. Kids can use paint or 
crayons for this. Gradually add white or black to a color to create a tint or shade. With 
crayons children can apply more pressure to each scoop for darker colors.  
 
Value Mountain Range  
This video tutorial is great for a mountain range of ages Watercolors are a fantastic 
way of showing a gradient of light to dark. By applying more paint and less water the 
foreground becomes more opaque and darker showing you a monochromatic mountain 
range and establishing depth and space. 
 
Stained Glass Heart 
Here watercolors can be used to fill in geometric shapes within a heart and explore the 
effects of adding a variety of values to create a faceted geometric shape.  
 
 
Ages 9-11  
Charcoal Jack-O-Lantern 
If you have access to charcoal this is a spooky fun lesson! A creepy gray scale jack-o-
lantern is perfect for Halloween and a great way to demonstrate how light and dark 
create shape and dimension. 
 
Monster Making Video 
This activity is ideal for elementary age kids. It’s a step by step drawing and coloring 
tutorial that uses value to establish background. The monster is super cute and I think 
kids will enjoy their creative final product.  
 
Boxes! 
An important way to show how value creates a 3d effect is by painting a simple box 
shape. Here kids (with adult help) can draw a 3d box or many and use a dark, medium 
and light value to make it pop. Children love this! It’s so magical to turn 2d into 3d.  
 
 
If your art kid is interested in taking a deeper dive check out the links below: 
 

 KQED Breaks value down for the big kids (7+)  

 A short workshop on tints and shades (6+)  
 
Please check us out again on 10/17 as we get the feels for Texture as an art 
concept.  
 
Stay tuned to the Student Parent Programs Facebook page and the UMass Student 
Parent Programs Event Page- activities for each session will be posted the Friday 
before the date listed.  

http://artolazzi.blogspot.com/2010/05/value-ice-cream-cones.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wP4mfRI3XCk
https://www.kitchentableclassroom.com/how-to-paint-a-heart/
http://www.artteacherinla.com/charcoal-drawing-lesson-jack-o-lanterns/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S3p2VNtsOdE
http://paintbrushrocket.com/2017/10/5th-6th-grade-studio-mixing-tints/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AAwYHNo31ZQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RqLmmz9zt-Q
https://www.facebook.com/studentparentUMass/
https://www.umass.edu/ofr/our-programs
https://www.umass.edu/ofr/our-programs

