
 

 

Art History 415:  Methods of Art History  
Spring 2019  
  
Due in class on Monday, February 4    
  
Length:  approx. 5-10 pages (1250-2500 words)  
  
Format:    
Please type your responses to the questions below using the following:  
• Times New Roman font  
• size 12 type  
• double-spaced lines  
• 1” margins  
  
Instructions:  
Respond as thoughtfully as you can to the following questions: What General Education courses 
have you taken at UMass (or, if you transferred into UMass, other colleges or universities)?  Of 
all the general education courses you have completed, did any change you?  Challenge you?  
How so?  What are the most valuable or meaningful general education courses you have taken 
and why?  Are any of your general education courses related to your art history major, and if so, 
how? What skills and/or knowledge did you acquire in your General Education classes that you 
have used in your art history classes, and how did you use them?   
  
Now consider your introductory-level art history courses (100-level courses): What kinds of 
assignments did you complete? What did you do in class? What did the professors do in class? 
What did you learn? What skills did the assignments help you to develop? What did you learn 
about problem solving?  Now reflect on your 300-level art history courses: what did you learn? 
What new skills did you acquire? How did you use what you learned in your 100-level art 
history courses in these more complex courses? Did you use the skills you acquired in your 
introductory art history classes? Did you build on these skills to complete more complex 
assignments? Consider all of the art history courses you have taken: what is art history? How 
much have you learned about what art historians do, that is, how art historians interpret and 
understand works of art, how they present that information to the public? What have you learned 
about how art relates to other disciplines and contemporary society?    
  
Are your General Education and Art History courses related to your future plans, and if so, how? 
What skills and knowledge have you acquired at UMass that you believe will be important in 
your intended career? Your life after UMass?  
  
  
  
  

Commented [A1]: This assignment asks students to reflect 
across different levels of their previous learning experience. 
They are asked to consider their General Education 
experiences, their introductory-level major courses, as well 
as upper-level major courses. The final prompts ask students 
to think about these reflections together and consider how 
they may impact their future plans.  


