
 

 

ART-HIST 415  
Spring 2019  

  
Final Integrative Experience Assignment: Taking Stock and Taking Action  
  
Due:  in class on Wednesday, May 1  

  
Discussion: We will discuss your responses to the questions below in class on Wednesday, 
May 1. Please be prepared to discuss your responses to the assignment questions.  

  

Length: approximately 5-7 pages (1250-1750words)  
  
The Integrative Experience course is intended to provide you with a structured context to reflect 
on your own learning and explore the connections between the broad exposure provided by 
General Education and the more focused exposure of your Art History major.  

  
In “Methods of Art History” this semester, especially as you’ve worked on the Final Research 
Project, you've:  

- connected skills and knowledge from multiple sources and experiences  
- applied theory to practice  
- utilized diverse and even contradictory points of view to formulate your own ideas  
- applied previous and new knowledge and skills to solve a complex research problem  
- reflected on the skills you’ve acquired at UMass and those you want to develop  

  
The undergraduate experience can be a fragmented one. You’re fulfilling a set of General 
Education requirements, another set of requirements for the major, and taking various electives. 
You are also participating in a range of extracurricular activities.  

  
In this assignment, I’m asking you to consider all of the above – your general education, major, 
and elective courses as well as your extra curricular activities – as an integrated whole that is 
helping to prepare you for a lifetime of doing and learning after UMass.  

  
Reflect on your experience of a UMass education through the lens of your research project, 
other class assignments, and readings. That is, consider the following:  

- How does your Final Research Project relate to your future plans? That is, how much 
is the Final Research Project a real-world project for you? Try to be as specific as 
possible  

- What skills and knowledge did you bring to the course – from General Education, 
Major, and Elective courses as well as extracurricular activities -- that enabled you to 
complete the Final Research Project successfully?   

Commented [A1]: Note that an in-class discussion 
follows completion of this reflection, allowing students to 
reflect further on their own thoughts and experiences in 
relation to those of their peers. 

Commented [A2]: This assignment explicitly highlights 
the connections students should make across their UMass 
experience, including prior General Education courses, their 
major courses, and extracurricular activities. The assignment 
goes on to ask students to make connections between the 
reflections and their own final research projects, further 
emphasizing the value of these connections.   
 
The questions provided below are great examples of prompts 
that can be used with students to help spark their reflection 
across fragmented experiences.  



 

 

- How much did you engage in critical analysis, research, and creative thinking to 
complete the Final Research Project? How much have you learned those skills in 
General Education, Art History, and Electives courses?   

- How have your University courses (General Education, Major and Electives) and 
extracurricular activities impacted you as a person? For example, do your General 
Education courses relate to your values? Your methods of problem solving? Your 
way of thinking about issues or events? How have your classes contributed to who 
you are now and who you want to be?   

- Try to synthesize your educational experience here at UMass, that is, do you feel you 
have selected courses and extracurricular activities wisely and well given your future 
plans? Reflecting on all of your work here at UMass, how well prepared are you for 
life after UMass? How valuable is your UMass experience been to you?   

- In your first IE assignment, I asked you to respond to the following: What General 
Education classes have you taken at UMass? How are they related to your art 
history major? What skills and/or knowledge did you acquire in your General 
Education classes that you have used in your art history classes, and how did you 
use them? How would you respond to these questions differently now that you’re 
completing your Final Research Project and have reflected on your skills and 
knowledge in an earlier IE assignment?   

- What additional skills or knowledge do you need to develop to succeed in your 
planned career? How can you acquire those skills here at UMass or elsewhere?   

- Are you more self-aware now that you’ve completed this course? How so? What new 
things have you discovered about yourself this semester? How will this be of benefit 
to you in the future? Has this course helped you to refine or redefine your visions, 
plans, and goals for the future?   

  
Checklist to review before handing in your paper -- make sure you:  

• double-space lines, use one-inch margins and Times New Roman size 12 font  
• number your paper's pages (except page one)  
• type your name, "ART-HIST 415," my last name, and the date on the first page of the 

paper   
• keep a copy of the paper for yourself   

  
Format Policy  
Any paper handed in which does not follow the format guidelines (double-spaced type-written 
pages with one inch margins and Times New Roman 12 point type) will receive a grade but no 
comments. Emailed papers will not be accepted.  

  
Late Paper and Extension Policy  
As the syllabus specifies, late submissions will result in lower grades. The grade will be lowered 
one increment (for example, B+ to B) for each day (not class session) the paper is late.  
Extensions will be granted, but only if requested in advance of the due date.  


