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Public Health EEP 

 
Identify the evidence you currently use (beyond GPA) to determine that your undergraduates 
have achieved the objectives you have for them. 
 
Currently, we review student performance on a literature review of a public health topic and on 
their public presentations of their final senior capstone projects. Each course implements 
unique processes to assess the learning objectives specific to that course. For example, in 
Introduction to Public Health, student performance on exam items is reviewed to assess 
successful mastery of learning objectives. 
 
What changes has the department made in its undergraduate program(s) and offerings based 
on the results of the evidence described in the previous section, over the last few years? 
 
Our primary focus has been on the following line of inquiry: How effective is our curriculum, 
course design, and learning innovation in promoting our intended goals and objectives? 
Responding to this line of inquiry, we identified issues with course progression, gaps in meeting 
identified competencies and learning objectives, and issues with overall curriculum coherence. 
Therefore, over the last three years, we have undergone a great deal of change to improve the 
student experience. In 2015, we revamped the major completely, moving from a science and 
social science track to one combined track providing a more cohesive and coherent experience 
for students. We developed and implemented an Introduction to Public Health course 
beginning in the fall of 2015. Additionally, we created several more opportunities for 
introductory knowledge to occur earlier in a student's academic career by improving course 
sequencing and creating larger classes at the first and second year level. We have two primary 
targeted goals in our current strategic plan. These include:  
 

• Access to Faculty.  
o Increase opportunities for student interactions with faculty. We are addressing 

these through: Faculty meet and greet events, student/faculty lunch meetings, 
faculty panels and informal talks with students, and smaller senior year capstone 
experiences.  

 

UMass Amherst’s Educational Effectiveness Plan (EEP) provides departments 
with an ongoing structure for conducting systematic inquiry into the 
effectiveness of their efforts to support student success. For the first phase of 
EEP, departments answered a series of prompts about their current 
educational effectiveness efforts, and their inquiry plans. Here we provide an 
edited version of this department’s responses. 
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o Increase opportunity for student/faculty research. Possible ways to address this 
include: create a centralized system for students to learn about and apply for 
faculty research opportunities and provide opportunities for students to engage 
in research with faculty.  

• Increase Access to Classes.  
o Decrease student/faculty ratio in undergraduate teaching. We have increased 

the number of classes taught by faculty and have emphasized small learning 
spaces through Junior Year Writing, Capstone, and several senior level electives. 

 
Please describe the focus of your inquiry and explain why this inquiry is important to your 
department right now. 
 
The Undergraduate Advisory Committee has several lines of inquiry as we continue to review 
our curriculum. These include: Program and Curricular Alignment with Objectives (important 
now as we expand course offerings across the department). We have also received student 
feedback about repetitive course material and this review will help us to scaffold knowledge. 
We plan to do the following as we follow this line of inquiry: 

• Expand curriculum mapping to elective courses.  
• Identify ways to communicate Student Learning Outcomes to faculty, students, and 
advisors.  
• Improve the public health writing experiences and outcomes for students.  
• Improve the Capstone experience (develop courses that are targeted to specific areas of 
interest in public health)  
• Increase opportunities for students to participate in global health opportunities. 

 
What evidence do you plan to use to inform your inquiry focus? And, what are your initial 
thoughts on how you will collect this information? 
 
We will collect syllabi and review course learning objectives and assessment of those objectives 
within courses. We are interested in doing this first in the Capstone class to ensure some 
consistency with core learning objectives. We also will continue to monitor senior exit data to 
assess participation in internship and global health opportunities. 
 
What are the Student Learning Objectives for your department or program(s)? 
 
Public Health Sciences, B.S. 

• Describe the concepts of populations health and the basic processes approaches and 
interventions specific to needs and concerns of populations. 
• Evaluate the source and quality of health information and data as related to individual 
and community health. 
• Demonstrate mastery in public health communication skills including oral 
communication and written communication. 
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• Assess the values and perspectives of diverse individuals, communities, cultures, and 
their influence on health behaviors, choices, and practices. 
• Engage in collaborative and interdisciplinary approaches and teamwork for improving 
population health. 
• Identify public health tools and strategies to respond to public health issues in a global 
world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


