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Social Thoughts and Political Economy (STEPC) EEP 
  
Identify the evidence you currently use (beyond GPA) to determine that your undergraduates 
have achieved the objectives you have for them.  
  
Currently, we look at senior surveys and SRTI reports, including the review of SRTI comments 
on our integrative experience course conducted by the Director of STPEC.  
We also look at in-house course evaluations and STPEC Program evaluations as well as CUA 
advising and tracking through one-on-one consultations with majors twice a year. Finally, each 
semester we collect and place on file syllabi.   
  
What changes has the department made in its undergraduate program(s) and offerings based 
on the results of the evidence described in the previous section, over the last few years?  
  
Over the past few years our department has:  

1. Changed STPEC 101 from a requirement to a pre-requisite, in Modern Social Thought 
category   
2. Designated STPEC 189 as fulfilling a pre-requisite, in Modern Social Thought category 
3. Changed the sequence of requirements in the STPEC core curriculum: Until academic 
year 2016-2017, students were required to complete Core 1 before taking Core 2. Students 
can now take Core 2 before Core 1. Additionally, students can now take Focus Seminars 
before completing Core 2.   

  
Please describe the focus of your inquiry and explain why this inquiry is important to your 
department right now.  
  
Our lines of inquiry are as follows:  

• To what extent do our programs and curriculum align with our updated SLOs?  
• To what extent are students achieving our SLOs, and are they satisfied with their 
educational experience as STPEC majors?  
• To what extent does the Internship Requirement, as currently configured, align with the 
updated SLOs?  

 

UMass Amherst’s Educational Effectiveness Plan (EEP) provides departments 
with an ongoing structure for conducting systematic inquiry into the 
effectiveness of their efforts to support student success. For the first phase of 
EEP, departments answered a series of prompts about their current 
educational effectiveness efforts, and their inquiry plans. Here we provide an 
edited version of this department’s responses. 
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What evidence do you plan to use to inform your inquiry focus? And, what are your initial 
thoughts on how you will collect this information?  
  
The evidence we plan to use is as follows:  

• Existing assessment practices listed in a previous question 
• Analyze course syllabi through curricular mapping with SLOs   
• Student reflection focus groups (every Spring semester for qualitative data on STPEC 
major and significant learning experiences). These will be scheduled and administered 
through STPEC Executive Committee. The full Executive Committee (comprised of Student 
Executive Committee, STPEC faculty and staff, and UMass faculty affiliated with STPEC) 
meets twice each semester.  

  
What are the Student Learning Objectives for your department or program(s)?  
 
Social Thoughts and Political Economy, B.A.  

• Develop interdisciplinary knowledge of social sciences and political economy: Students 
will have a comprehensive understanding of foundational concepts in anthropology, 
economics, political philosophy, sociology, history, and other disciplines in the social 
sciences and the humanities. Students will also have a comprehensive understanding of 
advanced social science theories that address major axes of oppression/resistance in 
diverse social and political contexts around the world.  
• Develop Interdisciplinary knowledge of Western and non-Western global perspectives: 
Students will have comprehensive understanding of the history of social theory and social 
science in the West as well as its critique by postcolonial subjects. Students will also have a 
comprehensive understanding of the history of social movements throughout the world as 
well as their relationship to the development of social theory.  
• Critical Thinking: Students will be able to critically assess scientific and popular debates 
about economic and social inequalities, and cultural and social diversity, especially with 
respect to gender, sexuality, ethnicity, racism, class, globalization, and other axes of power 
and resistance, and apply their analysis in everyday life.  
• Analytic Thinking: Students will develop skills necessary for critical analysis of texts, 
policies, and social behavior, especially with respect to gender, sexuality, ethnicity, racism, 
class, globalization, and other axes of power and resistance. Students will develop the 
capacity to analyze influential economic, political, and sociological paradigms; to analyze 
the merits and limitations of key theoretical perspectives and pivotal studies in their STPEC 
concentration; and to engage in interdisciplinary analysis recognizing the existence of 
multiple perspectives.  
• Problem-solving and research skills: Students will demonstrate mastery of the research 
methods and practices of at least two interdisciplinary social science research skills, 
including: ethnographic and qualitative methods and analyses, community-based research, 
internship practicums, fieldwork, multimedia or arts-based research.  
• Communicating Ideas: Students will develop the capacity to effectively and creatively 
communicate verbally and in writing theories, data, and methods of the multiple disciplines 
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engaged with social thought and political economy. Students will also develop the capacity 
to engage effectively and creatively in cross-cultural communication.  

   
Experiential Goals  
 

Students will apply their knowledge of social theories and methods by working in an 
internship. The STPEC major requires students to complete one 3-credit internship, and one 
critical analysis paper and/or research paper on the internship work experience. The 
Internship Requirement is also integrated into the STPEC curriculum through the Integrative 
Experience (IE) course required of all primary majors.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


