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Economics EEP 
 
Identify the evidence you currently use (beyond GPA) to determine that your undergraduates 
have achieved the objectives you have for them.  
  
Currently, the Department grants awards for the best papers and best student performance; 
the Undergraduate Awards Committee assesses the students' written work and faculty 
evaluations. In addition, professors in upper-level courses report on student preparation for 
advanced work and professors employing undergraduate research assistants under the 
Economics Undergraduate Research Assistance (EURA) program report on students' 
preparation.  
 We also look at a variety of centrally located data such as senior survey results, data on student 
satisfaction from Office of Institutional Research (OIR), and SRTI results. Finally, 
our department's academic advisers report on student responses to instruction.   
 
What changes has the department made in its undergraduate program(s) and offerings based 
on the results of the evidence described in the previous section, over the last few years?  
  
We have made the following changes:  

• Class size in upper-level classes has been capped at 25, down from 32. Discussion 
sections have been capped at 25 as well.  
• The department established a program of Economics Undergraduate Research 
Assistants to give students an opportunity to work with faculty members on advanced 
research.  
• The department consults regularly with the Undergraduate Advisory Council and has 
established, in response to their suggestion, Econometrics (Econ 452) every semester. The 
department has also expanded offerings in game theory.   
• The department offers the Undergraduate Certificate in Applied Economic Research on 
Co-operative Enterprises to give students experience in applied economics and business.  
• The Undergraduate Committee is developing a proposal to offer a track in Quantitative 
Economics and a certificate in Political Economy.   
• We offer a jobs skills seminar to seniors, staffed, in part, by alums.  

 

UMass Amherst’s Educational Effectiveness Plan (EEP) provides departments 
with an ongoing structure for conducting systematic inquiry into the 
effectiveness of their efforts to support student success. For the first phase of 
EEP, departments answered a series of prompts about their current 
educational effectiveness efforts, and their inquiry plans. Here we provide an 
edited version of this department’s responses. 
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• We are in the process of increasing our advising staff to bring the ratio of students to 
advisers down to about 340:1 from over 500:1.   

  
Please describe the focus of your inquiry and explain why this inquiry is important to your 
department right now.  
  
The Economics Department prides itself in its openness to alternative perspectives in Economic 
theory and policy. It is a question whether our undergraduates pick up these alternative 
perspectives. The Department also confronts an ongoing problem of teaching a very large and 
very diverse student body including a great number of students who join the major late after 
being rejected by the ISOM, and a smaller number interested in advanced economic analysis.   
  
What evidence do you plan to use to inform your inquiry focus? And, what are your initial 
thoughts on how you will collect this information?  
  
We plan to look at:  

• Total courses and student credit hours taught in courses essential for progress through 
major: 100-level Gen Eds, IEs, JYW courses.  
• Information on time-to-completion of the major.  
• Information on student satisfaction and other data from senior surveys.  
• Continued discussion with the undergraduate advisory group and the undergraduate 
economics club. It is currently difficult to track students' non-academic activities, including 
their study abroad, their work as research assistants, and their internships. It would be 
helpful if this information was systematically collected and made available through standard 
academic queries.  
• Student awareness of controversy in economic theory.  
• Comparative data of our students' performance relative to other departments in the 
profession.   

 
What are the Student Learning Objectives for your department or program(s)?  
 
Economics, B.A.   

• Students are able to provide a clear and compelling description of Economics and 
articulate their intellectual interests and potential professional goals relative to the field.  
• Students regularly assess and refine their own competencies and accomplishments and 
are able to integrate and communicate their academic, co-curricular, experiential, and 
professional development skills as they relate to their intellectual and career goals.  
• Students are able to interpret models of production, distribution, and consumption.  
• Students learn to be critical consumers of economic information and are able to 
evaluate the merits and limitations of key theoretical perspectives.  
• Students are able to analyze quantitative data using modern tools, including 
spreadsheets and statistical applications.  
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• Students are able to use analytical tools such as constrained maximization and marginal 
analysis, game theory, cost-benefit analysis, discounting, and class analysis to model the 
economy.  
• Students can write about the economy in prose that will be understood by educated lay 
readers, decision-makers, and economists.  

   
Experiential Goals  

• All students will take part in team-based learning.  
• Some students will have a capstone experience.  
• Some students will study abroad.  
• Some students will have research assistantship with a faculty member (EURA).  
• Some students will have internships related to the discipline (Co-ops).  
• Jobs skills seminar for seniors, featuring alums.  

   
Economics Department Graduate Student Learning Objectives:  

• Students acquire competency in Economic History, Econometrics, Macroeconomics, 
Microeconomics, and Political Economy.  
• Students achieve mastery of one branch of economic theory: Political Economy, 
Microeconomics, or Macroeconomics.  
• Students achieve mastery of one field of economics, and competency in a second field 
of economics.  
• Students acquire breadth of understanding of the economics discipline.  
• Students achieve familiarity with inter-disciplinary approaches to economics questions.  
• Students are able to conduct independent original empirical or theoretical research in a 
field of economics and to interpret and present the results of the research.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


