
UMass Amherst ● Office of Academic Planning & Assessment  Page 1 of 3 
 

   
Anthropology EEP 

  
Identify the evidence you currently use (beyond GPA) to determine that your undergraduates 
have achieved the objectives you have for them.  
  

• Senior surveys and IE surveys 
• CUA advising and tracking through one-on-one consultations with majors twice a year 
• We collect syllabi every semester and use Graduate Review Form (GRFs) to track 
graduate student progress and advising milestones.   

  
What changes has the department made in its undergraduate program(s) and offerings based 
on the results of the evidence described in the previous section, over the last few years?  
  
Since our last SLO review in 2015, we have revised our major curriculum so that concentrations 
are based on student interest and career paths (rather than on the historical subfields of our 
academic discipline). This revised curriculum is under review in the Faculty Senate and we hope 
to roll it out in Fall 2018. In addition, we are further emphasizing the experiential/research 
component of our undergraduate major by offering a range of field schools, internships, lab 
assistantships, and research methods courses at the undergraduate level. Also, since the last 
AQAD, we revised our M.A. curriculum and introduced the GRF process to assess progress of 
graduate students and promote better advising. Finally, we are developing a portfolio of 
accelerated masters programs for the longer-term improvement of our major and grad 
program.   
  
Please describe the focus of your inquiry and explain why this inquiry is important to your 
department right now.  
  
Currently, we are focused on two major lines of inquiry:   

1. To what extent do our programs and curriculum align with our new SLOs?   
2. To what extent are students achieving our SLOs, and are they satisfied with their 

educational experience as Anthropology majors or graduate students?  
  
  

 

UMass Amherst’s Educational Effectiveness Plan (EEP) provides departments 
with an ongoing structure for conducting systematic inquiry into the 
effectiveness of their efforts to support student success. For the first phase of 
EEP, departments answered a series of prompts about their current 
educational effectiveness efforts, and their inquiry plans. Here we provide an 
edited version of this department’s responses. 
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What evidence do you plan to use to inform your inquiry focus? And, what are your initial 
thoughts on how you will collect this information?  
  
We will use the strategies outlined in a previous question, along with the following:  

• Analyze course syllabi through curricular mapping with new SLOs   
• Conduct student reflection focus groups every Spring semester for qualitative data on 
anthropology major and significant learning experiences  
• Gather more systematic documentation of alumni stories (e.g., how do our alums use 
their anthropological training post-UMass?)  
• Assess the longer-term impact of the anthropology major and M.A./Ph.D. for our 
alumni: Many assessments (like AQAD and EEP) ask for data on career placement and how 
students use their education post-college, but we don't know where to get this data. We 
would like help getting and keeping in touch with our alums, and this is difficult for 
departments to access at UMass.   

  
What are the Student Learning Objectives for your department or program(s)?  
 
Anthropology, B.A.  

• Overall undergraduate major goal: Students who major in anthropology will learn to 
holistically and comparatively interpret past and present human ways of life, composing a 
concentration that integrates their intellectual interests, research and experiential learning 
opportunities, and potential professional goals.  
• Integrative thinking -- A holistic perspective on human diversity: Students can recognize 
facets of sociocultural, linguistic, and biological diversity and similarity in the past and 
present and can apply their knowledge in everyday life.  
• Critical thinking: Students can critically assess scientific and popular debates about 
biological diversity, social and cultural diversity, archaeological heritage, and/or social 
inequality and apply their analysis in everyday life.  
• Analytic thinking: Students can analyze the merits and limitations of key theoretical 
perspectives and pivotal studies in their chosen anthropological concentration.  
• Problem-solving and research skills: Students demonstrate mastery in ethical research 
practice and at least two anthropological research skills, including: quantitative methods 
and analysis, ethnographic and qualitative methods and analyses, community-based 
research, fieldwork, and multimedia or arts-based research.  
• Communicating ideas: Students can effectively and creatively communicate 
anthropological theories, data, and methods, both verbally and in writing.  

   
Experiential Goals  

• All majors will apply their knowledge of anthropological theory and method by 
participating in TWO or more in-depth, hands-on learning experiences. These may include: 
advanced research methods coursework or research assistantship, anthropological field 
school, study abroad, civic engagement and critical community-based social justice courses 
(such as UACT), internships, or other high-impact practices related to anthropology.  
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Anthropology, M.A.; Anthropology, Ph.D.  

• Students can evaluate and apply the principles and sources of primary data in two or 
more subfields of anthropology at an advanced level, including issues in human biological 
and cultural diversity ranging from the origins of our species and social complexity to 
contemporary issues of culture and power.  
• Students will demonstrate independent research skills and a commitment to the ethical 
practice of research. These may include designing a systematic research grant proposal and 
using quantitative, qualitative, archival, archaeological, GIS, and/or laboratory research 
methodologies to generate and analyze data.  
• Students can appraise the contributions of past and current anthropological scholarship 
in broader scientific and societal debates, analyze the ethical implications of research 
practice, and produce new anthropological knowledge.  
• Students can translate anthropological knowledge to a range of audiences and publics, 
which may include the undergraduate classroom, scholarly publications and conferences, 
community research partners, project clients or stakeholders, and the media.  

 


