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Philosophy EEP 
 

Identify the evidence you currently use (beyond GPA) to determine that your undergraduates 
have achieved the objectives you have for them.  
  
Our primary form of evidence concerning the extent to which our majors achieve the SLO’s is 
their performance in classes. The only other form of evidence we look at, outside of class 
performance, is the work students do in the IE course, Phil 500. The senior papers in that class 
are evaluated by a small committee at the end of the academic year with an eye to their 
manifestation of mastery of the SLO’s, and then reported to the department as a whole.   
  
What changes has the department made in its undergraduate program(s) and offerings based 
on the results of the evidence described in the previous section, over the last few years?  
  
The department has made the following changes in order to attract more majors and 
enhance students' experience, but no evidence has surfaced (other than declining 
enrollment which is likely the result of a number of factors) to cause us to change the way we 
pursue the listed SLO’s.  What we have done in the past few years is: 1) Put more energy into 
the philosophy club. To the extent it increases enthusiasm for philosophy it could certainly 
enhance achievement of the SLO’s, but that connection is tenuous; 2) Changed the balance 
between faculty-instructed and graduate student-instructed classes at the 300-level, where 
most of the core courses of the major reside. We have almost all 300-level classes now taught 
by faculty.    
  
Please describe the focus of your inquiry and explain why this inquiry is important to your 
department right now.  
  
The department feels that it already has a very good sense of the extent to which the basic 
philosophical skills outlined in the first five SLO’s are realized by our students. What we do not 
really know, and it is not obvious how to find out, is the extent to which the sixth goal (applying 
their skills in more “real world” contexts) is realized. This is why poster presentations 
and op ed-style assignments are now part of our IE class, Contemporary Problems. It would be 
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good to get a more systematic understanding of how studying philosophy helps our students 
when they go out into the world.   
  
What evidence do you plan to use to inform your inquiry focus? And, what are your initial 
thoughts on how you will collect this information?  
  
We envision two sorts of evidence. First, in the course Contemporary Problems we will 
experiment with different ways of getting students to manifest the kind of real-world 
application of philosophical skills and see which ones yield the most information. Second, we 
will try to survey alumni to see how they view the importance of what they learned in 
philosophy after being out of school for several years.   
  
What are the Student Learning Objectives for your department or program(s)?  
 
Philosophy, B.A.  

1. Students will be able to present and explain views and doctrines, and arguments in 
support of them.  
2. Students will be able to present and explain objections to views and doctrines.  
3. Students will be able to place views and arguments in context (either historical 
literature, or contemporary literature, as is appropriate to the topic).  
4. Students will be able to present and explain original views and arguments.  
5. Students will be able to write in a way that conforms to the canons of good writing, 
including clarity, organization, grammar, spelling, punctuation, usage, and scholarly 
citation.  
6. Students will be able to apply their philosophical skills to questions concerning social 
and political issues, ethical issues that arise in their personal lives, and problems that 
confront them in their work lives.  

  
Philosophy, M.A.; Philosophy, Ph.D.  

• Students will be familiar with the literature in a number of different areas of 
philosophy.  
• Students will be capable of pursuing independent research at a professional level in at 
least one major area of philosophy.  
• Students will have the speaking and writing skills necessary to publish in professional 
journals and present their work at conferences.  
• Students will be able to transmit their knowledge of philosophy to their future students 
and engage them so as to foster a love of learning.  

 


