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Music and Dance EEP 
 

This department answered the EEP form for each of its programs separately: Music and 
Dance.  
 
Music 
 
Identify the evidence you currently use (beyond GPA) to determine that your undergraduates 
have achieved the objectives you have for them.  
  
We look at students' capstone work, tests and quizzes, music education portfolios, jury sheets, 
recitals, research papers, writing assignments, class participation, and teacher observation 
notes.   
  
What changes has the department made in its undergraduate program(s) and offerings based 
on the results of the evidence described in the previous section, over the last few years?  
   
We have made and are making changes -- based in part on surveys of undergraduates -- that 
include a revision of the music minor, the Jazz and African American Music Studies degree, and 
the professional (B.M.) and liberal arts (B.A. music degrees. We will gain further input regarding 
necessary changes as part of our re-accreditation review in spring 2019 (i.e., to assess where 
we are and where we would like to go).   
  
Please describe the focus of your inquiry and explain why this inquiry is important to your 
department right now.  
  
We would like to study "time to degree" to develop a more realistic view of our majors' experiences. 
This, for example, would be useful in helping us to determine whether to accept transfer students. We 
need to have a way to clearly track double majors in music education and classical performance whose 
degree tracks require 9 semesters (and negatively impact our overall "time to degree"). This would 
perhaps give us more information about the following questions: To what extent do students take 
advantage of cross-curricular opportunities and experiences, i.e. those opportunities and experiences in 

 

UMass Amherst’s Educational Effectiveness Plan (EEP) provides departments 
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effectiveness of their efforts to support student success. For the first phase of 
EEP, departments answered a series of prompts about their current 
educational effectiveness efforts, and their inquiry plans. Here we provide an 
edited version of this department’s responses. 
 



UMass Amherst ● Office of Academic Planning & Assessment  Page 2 of 6 
 

music education and in classical performance? What factors impede students' ability to take advantage 
of cross-curricular opportunities and experiences? 
  
What evidence do you plan to use to inform your inquiry focus? And, what are your initial 
thoughts on how you will collect this information?  
    
We will track initial starting date and graduation date; mine existing records for further data; 
compare two or more years to understand general trends, etc.; keep track starting with next 
year's freshmen class.  
  
What are the Student Learning Objectives for your department or program(s)?  
   
Music, B.A.; Music, B.Mus.  

• Students will develop performing technique and stylistic interpretation in solo, chamber, 
and ensemble performance, encompassing a variety of repertoire. Jazz students will also 
develop melodic and rhythmic improvisation skills.  
• Students will identify and understand compositional features, such as meter, harmony, 
voice leading, and form. They will think critically about music history and its role in various 
cultural contexts and will understand a broad range of historical styles and repertoire. They 
will demonstrate effective research skills through identifying, evaluating, and interpreting 
sources critically. They will write and speak articulately about music.  
• Students will listen with comprehension, transcribe, and take dictation. They will 
demonstrate music reading skills through sight singing, performance, and conducting. They 
will develop facility with notation, error detection, and musical memory.  
• Music education majors will plan and deliver effective K-12 curricula and instruction in 
accordance with state and national standards. All music students will acquire knowledge 
and skills that they can teach to others through private lessons and group instruction.  
• Students will use language effectively and master technical terminology. They will be 
able to advocate articulately for music in society and engage in community outreach.  
• Students will create through some combination of performing, improvising, composing, 
arranging, researching, writing, and teaching.  
• Students will receive training in performance and academics that will prepare them to 
pursue career paths in such fields as teaching (K-12, college, studio), performance, arts 
management, and further academic study. Students will also receive one-on-one guidance 
in applying for internships, employment, and graduate school.   
• Students will develop citizenship and social responsibility in lessons, ensembles, and 
classes through collaboration, cooperation, teamwork, leadership, and personal 
responsibility.   
• Students will develop skills and attitudes that prepare them to be lifelong learners, such 
as efficient practice, self-directed learning, problem solving, time management, 
entrepreneurship, sustained attention, self-awareness, curiosity, motivation, confidence, 
and flexibility.   
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Music, M.M.; Music, Ph.D.  
• Students will communicate expert knowledge in their concentrations through written 
and oral expression and, where relevant, instrumental performance. An ability to write well 
is paramount: All graduate students' work in this format will embody critical, original 
thinking in support of coherent arguments and/or interpretations of musical works and 
musical performances. This work will exhibit strong writing mechanics, elevated tone, and 
will synthesize high-level research and knowledge that draws on historical and cultural 
contexts.  
• Students will acquire a high degree of facility with audiation, referring to "the 
comprehension and internal realization of music" (Gordon 1975). This ability correlates 
strongly musical memory and composition, and is thus required for success in composition, 
improvisation, conducting, coaching, and the technical analysis of music. Students will 
develop their abilities in discerning details of musical melody, chord structure, form, 
intonation, ensemble balance, and style/genre by ear.  
• Students pursuing performance degrees will exhibit mastery in technique and stylistic 
interpretation. They will demonstrate this mastery in solo, chamber, and ensemble 
performances encompassing a variety of repertoire. In addition, they will apply their 
academic and practical knowledge to assemble effective recital programs. Students in the 
jazz composition and arranging degree program will demonstrate fluency and creativity in 
melodic, rhythmic, and harmonic composition, as well as familiarity with the 
improvisational process, in their ensemble classes. All recitals and performances staged by 
students in this degree will exhibit a high degree of professionalism.  
• Students will cultivate an attitude of curiosity and open-mindedness with regard to new 
knowledge, new practice and performance techniques, and repertoires beyond those they 
experienced in advance of matriculation.  
• Music education students will plan and deliver effective K-12 curricula and instruction in 
accordance with state and national standards. All music students will acquire knowledge 
and skills that they can teach to others through private lessons and group instruction.  
• Students will receive training in performance and academics that will prepare them to 
pursue career paths in such fields as further academic study, performance, teaching (K-12, 
college, studio), and arts management. Students will be closely mentored by faculty and 
peers as they pursue professional and pre-professional training including 1) participating in 
national/international festivals and competitions, 2) developing work for submission to 
academic conferences and journals, and 3) applying for employment in music, academic, 
education, and/or "alt-ac" careers.  
• Students will develop skills and attitudes that prepare them to be lifelong learners, such 
as time management, self-directed learning, flexibility, problem solving, entrepreneurship, 
and, above all, personal responsibility. Students will hone their sense of citizenship and 
social responsibility in lessons, ensembles, and classes by alternately inhabiting the roles of 
collaborator, coach, team member, and leader.  
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Dance 
 
Identify the evidence you currently use (beyond GPA) to determine that your undergraduates 
have achieved the objectives you have for them.  
  
We look at mid-semester juries (student progress in dance technique), Junior Integrative 
Experience (student progress in creative research and collaboration), Junior Year Writing  
(student progress in critical research and writing), Senior Project and Thesis (final evaluation of 
student progress through the curriculum). For B.F.A. majors we also evaluate their creative 
process and critical research and thinking skills; for B.A. majors we evaluate their critical 
research skills.  
 
What changes has the department made in its undergraduate program(s) and offerings based 
on the results of the evidence described in the previous section, over the last few years?  
  
The Dance Program has redesigned its B.F.A. and its B.A. curricula and the expectations of a 
Dance major. We hope to be submitting our proposal for B.F.A. and B.A. curricular 
requirements to the Faculty Senate by the end of the Spring 2018 semester with a planned 
implementation of the new curriculum in Fall 2019. We also will be clearly defining the 
experiential goals of the Dance majors with strong expectations of continuous enrollment in 
dance technique courses, dance internships, and participation in civic engagement activities.  
 
Please describe the focus of your inquiry and explain why this inquiry is important to your 
department right now.  
  
For the past 3 years the Dance Program has focused on evaluating the dance field and what 
best prepares our students for employment and artistic success. Part of this inquiry was 
speaking with Dance alumni about what, in hindsight, could have prepared them better for the 
dance profession. This inquiry was crucial in the redesign of our curriculum- a curriculum that 
hadn't been reviewed in 20+ years.   
 
What evidence do you plan to use to inform your inquiry focus? And, what are your initial 
thoughts on how you will collect this information?  
  
We will be developing a questionnaire for our graduating seniors inquiring about their 4-year 
experience in the Dance Program and their feeling of preparedness as they start their careers in 
the dance field. Additionally, we will continue to survey our alumni as to the effectiveness of 
their education here at UMass Amherst. These two sources of information will help us as we 
continue to evaluate the effectiveness of our new curriculum. Because many of our students 
are double majors, with Dance as a second major, it is difficult for the Dance Program to 
evaluate our retention rates provided by the university. This also applies to our students who 
switch from a B.F.A. to a B.A. degree in Dance. It is difficult to obtain accurate information and 
therefore difficult to use this information to evaluate our effectiveness. 
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What are the Student Learning Objectives for your department or program(s)?  
 
Dance, B.A.; Dance, B.F.A.  

• Research: Majors will learn a range of new and emerging research methods and 
technologies. They will learn to express and communicate ideas and opinions through clear, 
cogent writing and oral skills. They will develop a reflective and critical awareness of the 
research methodologies available in the specialized fields in Dance Studies. These include 
fields such as dance theory, history, ethnography, education, and dance therapy.  
• Dance Criticism and Dance Ethnology: Majors will learn how to put performance in a 
cultural, historical, or theoretical context. They will develop a proficiency in reading the 
body as text, specifically as cultural text. The observation and analysis of dance in its 
cultural and global context is central to the study of cultures and a vital aspect of 
exploration in cross-cultural inquiry.  
• Cross Disciplinary Research: Majors will prepare for graduate-level study, internships or 
jobs in the field of dance or to apply what they have learned to a related field (such as 
Kinesiology, Management, English, Communications, and Psychology) in which our students 
frequently double major.  
• Lifelong Learning: Majors will develop skills and attitudes that prepare them to be 
lifelong learners, such as efficient practice, self-directed learning, problem solving, time 
management, sustained attention, self-awareness, curiosity, motivation, confidence, and 
flexibility.  
• Technique: Majors will develop an understanding of craftsmanship within the artistic 
and technical demands of the classroom and performance. They will attain technical 
proficiency, based on sound creative, anatomical, critical principles, at the high 
intermediate/advanced level of at least two dance techniques.  
• Choreography: Majors will develop an understanding of the basic principles of 
choreography. They will progress in their ability to generate and analyze movement and 
become knowledgeable about compositional structures. Through dance making, students 
will learn to structure original abstract ideas and to create movement to express them in 
original work. They will develop an analytic insight into the structure, use of metaphor, and 
creative choice making involved in choreography.  
• Professionalism: Majors will develop critical values to present themselves as technically 
astute, creatively intelligent, and independently motivated citizens of the performing arts 
community. They will exemplify standards of professionalism including: productive work 
habits, organizational skills, and effective communication in written and oral forms in order 
to advocate for themselves and the discipline.   
• Collaboration: Majors will dialogue with related, and seemingly unrelated, disciplines in 
the arts and sciences- finding commonalities and pathways for collaboration. They will 
strengthen interpersonal skills, including the capacity for problem solving, conflict 
resolution, and multicultural communication.  
• Outreach: Majors will gain a sense of community, cultural sensitivity, and respect 
through community-based performances and teaching dance. They will have a heightened 
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sense of commitment towards civic duty/community involvement as future teachers, 
performers, or workers in community agencies.  
• Activism: Majors will use dance as a powerful platform for social justice and change in 
the community. They will increase abilities in self-reflection, multicultural sensitivity, and 
the comparison of social values and ethical systems through interaction with other 
communities and cultures.   
• Teaching Practice: Majors with a Dance Education concentration will balance the 
physical with the conceptual, making the studio and the classroom equal laboratories for 
inquiry. Through community-based fieldwork experiences including observations, team 
teaching, and individual teaching practicums, students will gain hands-on knowledge as 
teachers. They will learn to engage creatively in the classroom as they develop best 
teaching practices that promote intercultural awareness and understanding, social skills 
development, and anatomically sound artistic training.  
• Teaching Theory: Majors will develop their own teaching philosophy while studying 
dance arts curriculum in elementary through higher education. They will develop their 
scholarly voices in the field by integrating their knowledge of historical trends in dance 
education and current trends in arts education research.   

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


