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Judaic and Near Eastern Studies EEP 

 
Identify the evidence you currently use (beyond GPA) to determine that your undergraduates 
have achieved the objectives you have for them.  
  
We use the Final examination to test for student achievement of the Learning Objectives as 
defined in a particular course. We also assess students' performance on final papers, capstone 
projects, and/or IE reflections. In addition to looking at student work, we also 
consider SRTI results, Senior Survey results, and the information we gather from meeting with 
department advisors.   
 
What changes has the department made in its undergraduate program(s) and offerings based 
on the results of the evidence described in the previous section, over the last few years?  
  
We have made several changes over the last few years: First, we have cross-listed our courses 
with relevant departments, including History, Comparative Literature, Legal Studies, Political 
Science, and Women’s Studies, in order to more effectively meet JNE Learning Objectives. 
Second, we have varied teaching formats to include online and blended courses. To date, one 
blended class has been scheduled. Third, we have introduced interdisciplinary Gen Ed courses 
alongside existing ones. The first effort in this direction is MidEast 190A, “Water, Oil, and Blood: 
The Middle East in Global Policy.” Fourth, we have developed courses that straddle the JS and 
MES concentrations. Fifth, in order to focus greater attention on career preparation, JNE 
launched a Career Forum for JS and MES majors in Spring 2015. The Forum consisted of three 
events featuring the participation of five alumni and a local professional who spoke about their 
own undergraduate education, professional training and work experience since graduation. 
Sixth, a network of JNE alumni is currently being developed to provide professional contacts to 
graduating seniors. Finally, we are working to establish professional internships in JNE-related 
areas, including museum, film festivals, research, and teaching.   
 
 
 
 
  

 

UMass Amherst’s Educational Effectiveness Plan (EEP) provides departments 
with an ongoing structure for conducting systematic inquiry into the 
effectiveness of their efforts to support student success. For the first phase of 
EEP, departments answered a series of prompts about their current 
educational effectiveness efforts, and their inquiry plans. Here we provide an 
edited version of this department’s responses. 
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Please describe the focus of your inquiry and explain why this inquiry is important to your 
department right now.  
  
Both Judaic Studies and Middle Eastern Studies are interdisciplinary programs that offer 
instruction in a wide-range of areas characterized by both a broad chronological and a 
geographical sweep. It is therefore necessary in our view to take measures to promote among 
students a greater sense of the coherence that is characteristic of the curriculum we offer. 
Several steps are essential to this process: (a) we want to develop a stronger sense of shared 
learning objectives among the faculty; (b) we seek to integrate our learning objectives in the 
curriculum through careful planning and course design; (c) we seek to strengthen the 
experiential goals among our majors and minors in Judaic Studies and Middle Eastern Studies, 
both within the curriculum and through extra-curricular events; (d) we seek to promote greater 
student awareness of these objectives and to encourage active engagement with them.  
  
What evidence do you plan to use to inform your inquiry focus? And, what are your initial 
thoughts on how you will collect this information?  
  
We plan to use the various types of evidence: final examination; student performance on final 
paper, capstone project, and/or IE reflections; SRTIs; results of Senior Survey; and results of 
meetings with department advisors. As a first step, instructors will be directed to complete a 
form that invites a brief assessment of students’ success in achieving the department’s Learning 
Objectives, based on the evidence collected. The second step will involve the meeting of 
department faculty to review these results. Third, faculty will develop a plan to adjust the 
curriculum, where necessary, on the basis of a shared understanding and combined analysis of 
the data and its significance. To this end, this last step will also review the best practices 
undertaken by comparable departments and programs.   
The following is a list of evidence that we would like to have, but is currently unavailable: (a) 
The personal goals of students who are considering either Judaic Studies or Middle Eastern 
Studies as their major. It would be helpful if we were able to consider these goals alongside the 
Learning Objectives we have set forth. (b) The linguistic aptitude and aspirations of our 
students, which may either detract from or enhance their ability to complete the major, with 
Hebrew or Arabic. (c) Whether there is interest in an alternate curricular model that favors 
specialization over the present exposure to the general currents in the field of Judaic Studies or 
Middle Eastern Studies. (d) Whether there is a significant difference in how well our students 
achieve the envisioned Learning Objectives when they register for courses (as they often 
do) that are out of sequence.  
 
What are the Student Learning Objectives for your department or program(s)?  
 
Judaic Studies, B.A.  

• Students demonstrate knowledge of the broad historical, comparative, and multi-
cultural context of Jewish civilization.  
• Students appreciate the diversity of Judaic cultures and ethnicities (including Sephardic, 
Mizrahi and Ashkenazic).  
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• Students gain a critical understanding of gender, class, race, nation, diaspora, and 
identity.  
• Students are familiar with the broad currents of Jewish thought, including Jewish 
philosophy and religion; Biblical and rabbinic literature; Jewish law; Jewish secularism; 
classical texts.  
• Students communicate their own and others’ viewpoints effectively through critical 
reading of primary and secondary sources.  
• Students are capable of (a) effective writing that combines theory and evidence, using 
primary and secondary sources; and (b) effective oral communication encompassing both 
informal and formal presentation skills.  
• Language: Students gain written and oral proficiency in Hebrew.   
• Experiential: Students consider study abroad options, particularly in Israel, and engage 
in practica and internships to develop and apply their academic and collaborative skills.  

     
Middle Eastern Studies, B.A.  

• Students demonstrate interdisciplinary knowledge of the diverse histories of the Middle 
East and North Africa in comparative contexts.  
• Students appreciate the diversity of cultures and ethnicities (including Arab, Iranian, 
Israeli, Kurdish, and Turkish) and gain familiarity with major issues in regional history 
(including Islamic history, religion, and culture, Ottoman rule, and the colonial and post-
colonial periods).  
• Students gain a critical understanding of gender, class, race, nation, diaspora, and 
identity.  
• Students understand contemporary politics and society in the Middle East and North 
Africa, and of Arab and Islamic cultures outside of the Middle East and North Africa.  
• Students communicate their own and others’ viewpoints effectively through critical 
reading of primary and secondary sources.  
• Students are capable of (a) effective writing that combines theory and evidence, using 
primary and secondary sources; and (b) effective oral communication encompassing both 
informal and formal presentation skills.  
• Students gain written and oral proficiency in Arabic language.  

   
  Experiential Goals  

• Students consider study abroad options, particularly in Israel or in an Arab 
country, to broaden their educational experience.  
• Students engage in practica and internships to develop and apply their academic and 
collaborative skills.  
 
 

 


