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Classics EEP 

  
Identify the evidence you currently use (beyond GPA) to determine that your undergraduates 
have achieved the objectives you have for them.  
  
In order to assess how students are meeting learning objects, we look at students' written 
assignments (reflective essays, research papers), presentations, group projects, midterms, and 
final exams.  
  
What changes has the department made in its undergraduate program(s) and offerings based 
on the results of the evidence described in the previous section, over the last few years?  
  
We have recently improved our student advising so that students meet regularly with an 
advisor who oversees their progress through their major subplan and offers support in selecting 
courses and navigating university requirements. We have directed students to scholarship and 
internship opportunities and share with them the CHFA Career-preparation resources; for 
students interested in exploring a career in secondary education, we have added a one-credit 
pedagogy course in Latin teaching. We plan to update our website with learning goals for the 
major and its subplans.   
  
 Please describe the focus of your inquiry and explain why this inquiry is important to your 
department right now.  
  
We would like to learn more about how our alumni feel about their experience in our 
department. How much do they feel they have learned? How well-prepared are they for 
graduate school or for careers outside academia? We would also like to know how much 
writing students are doing in their classes and if they find the writing assignments useful. What 
other skills would students like to develop via their courses in our department?  
  
  
 
 

 

UMass Amherst’s Educational Effectiveness Plan (EEP) provides departments 
with an ongoing structure for conducting systematic inquiry into the 
effectiveness of their efforts to support student success. For the first phase of 
EEP, departments answered a series of prompts about their current 
educational effectiveness efforts, and their inquiry plans. Here we provide an 
edited version of this department’s responses. 
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What evidence do you plan to use to inform your inquiry focus? And, what are your initial 
thoughts on how you will collect this information?  
  
We plan to keep more lines of communication open with our alumni; for example, we 
would like to solicit feedback from alumni at regular intervals (i.e., 1 year after graduation, 3 
years, 5 years, etc.). We would also like to survey majors in their junior year to learn about their 
experience thus far with Classics, and to solicit their suggestions for how we can improve.   
  
What are the Student Learning Objectives for your department or program(s)?  
 
Classics and Philosophy, B.A.  

• A basic knowledge of Greek and Roman civilizations and their Mediterranean context, 
founded in knowledge both of the language and of the cultures.  
• A familiarity with the field of Classical Studies, its aims, methods, and goals, and its 
many sub-disciplines and areas of study.  
• The ability to think critically.  
• The ability to read both original texts and secondary literature critically and to evaluate 
arguments arising from such reading.  
• The ability to formulate cogent and well-organized arguments and to express these 
arguments effectively, both orally and in writing.  
• The essential liberal arts foundation for a wide range of careers including, but not 
confined to, business, teaching, law, medicine, and any career where critical thinking and 
effective communication are valued.  
• The foundational basis for further study in fields such as literature, divinity, linguistics, 
and philosophy.  

   
Experiential Goals  

• The Classical Archaeology subplan already includes a field experience and methodology 
requirement for a minimum of 3 credits.  

   
Latin and Classical Humanities, M.A.T.   

• Standard 1: Content Knowledge  
o Knowledge of Latin and proficiency in the language skills necessary for teaching 
it. Such knowledge entails reading and understanding Latin; pronouncing Latin 
accurately and with expression; writing grammatically correct, idiomatic Latin; and 
describing morphological, syntactical, and rhetorical structures of the language.   
o Knowledge of Roman culture and its cultural products, and its cultural 
perspectives. Such knowledge entails knowing the history of Roman literature from 
Plautus to Pliny and beyond, a knowledge of Roman material culture, including 
architecture, sculpture and painting, and the apparatus of daily private and public 
life and the distinguishing features of Roman religion and religious practice, and an 
awareness of the importance of the Latin language and Greco-Roman civilization in 
later cultures.  
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• Standard 2: Pedagogical Knowledge and Skill   
o Familiarity with national, state, and local curriculum standards. Such knowledge 
entails the awareness of state and national standards for teaching effectiveness. 
Students in the UMass MAT program are regularly observed and assessed by the 
current Four Standards and Indicators of Effective Teaching Practice as determined 
by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. These 
Four Standards will be explained later in this document.   
o Knowledge of the major approaches and methods used in the teaching of Latin 
and Roman culture. Our students develop an awareness of the three primary 
approaches for teaching Latin in the U.S. today: grammar-translation, reading in 
context, and Active Latin approaches that implement Second-Language-Acquisition 
(SLA) approaches. Our students learn how to implement the features of all three 
approaches in a variety of instructional situations. They also learn how to integrate 
Roman culture with language instruction.  
o Acquisition of the skills necessary to put these standards, approaches, and 
methods into practice as they help students develop connections and comparisons 
among languages and cultures. Students learn to use a variety of instructional 
strategies to meet the goals of their Latin curriculum. They can plan the goals, 
methods, and pacing of their courses. They evaluate and choose from a variety of 
materials, resources, and technologies in order to develop proficiency in Latin and 
encourage insight into Roman culture.  
o The use of a variety of tools to assess their students’ progress in understanding 
Latin and Roman culture. Our students learn about the many ways to assess Latin 
students in all curricular approaches and are prepared to take advantage of external 
exams such as the National Latin Exam, International Baccalaureate, Advanced 
Placement Exams, and state and local exams.    
o The process of developing a carefully considered, coherent understanding of the 
nature of teaching and learning. Our students’ individual teaching styles reflect 
these understandings. They are able to explain the reasons behind decisions they 
make in their planning and their teaching. Moreover, they recognize and respect the 
importance of students’ age and gender and the diversity of their experiences, 
abilities, and cultural or socio-economic backgrounds to their students’ learning 
processes.  
  

• Standard 3: Professional Development  
o Continue their intellectual development as life-long learners of Latin and take 
advantage of opportunities beyond the classroom for professional 
development. Our students participate in the community of scholars by taking 
advantage of the strong network of professional associations and professional 
development opportunities and are encouraged to continue to study Latin and 
classical antiquity and develop a plan for ongoing professional development in 
Classics.  
o Make their programs and the excitement of classical antiquity known to a wider 
community beyond the classroom. Our students become aware of the importance of 
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reaching out to a public beyond their own students, and the many ways in which 
they can become advocates for Latin and classical studies in their school, school 
district, and community.  
  

• Curriculum, Planning, and Assessment standard  
o Promotes the learning and growth of all students by providing high quality and 
coherent instruction, designing and administering authentic and meaningful student 
assessments, analyzing student performance and growth data, using this data to 
improve instruction, providing students with constructive feedback on an on-going 
basis, and continuously defining learning objectives.  
  

• Teaching All Students standard  
o Promotes the learning and growth of all students through instructional practices 
that establish high expectations, create a safe and effective classroom environment, 
and demonstrate cultural proficiency.  
  

• (3) Family and Community Engagement standard  
o Promotes the learning and growth of all students through effective partnerships 
with families, caregivers, community members, and organizations.  
  

• (4) Professional Culture standard  
o Promotes the learning and growth of all students through ethical, culturally 
proficient, skilled, and collaborative practice.  

 
 
 
 


