
Hi everyone, 
 
We’re very much looking forward to our Hip Hop Music Education Festival at UMass 
Amherst next week! I wanted to pass along some logistical details: 
 
-Pay your registration fee online before you arrive: For your convenience, if you wish to 
pay your registration fee by credit/debit card, Venmo, or PayPal, please visit our event 
page. We will accept cash or check (payable to “University of Massachusetts”) when you 
arrive in the morning and provide a receipt, but paying electronically prior to the Festival will 
help us speed up the check-in process. 
 
-Parking: I suggest parking at the Campus Center Parking Garage for the day. We will 
provide garage parking validation passes so you won’t need to pay for parking; just request 
your pass when you check in each day. Make sure to keep the original ticket you 
received when entering the garage – you’ll need it to exit. Passes are only valid for 
the Garage and are not valid for metered parking or other lots on campus. 

-If you’ll be using Google Maps to get to the garage, typing “Campus Center Parking 
Garage, Amherst, MA” should lead you to the correct location.  

 
-Accessibility: Several handicapped spaces are available in between South College and 
the Goodell Building (Lot 64). Vehicles displaying a state-issued disabled placard or license 
plate may park in any marked Reserved Accessible Space, any regular, unreserved space, 
or any parking meter at no charge. Click here for a campus parking map. Also, an 
annotated map is below. The Old Chapel is fully accessible with ramps and elevator.  
 
-Feeling lost while on campus? If you’re not quite sure where you are on campus at any 
point, look for the Du Bois Library, which is the tall red brick tower. You can’t miss it! The 
Old Chapel is right next to the Library. See the photo below to view the main entrance to 
Old Chapel in relation to the Library. 
 
-PDPs: For those interested in Professional Development Points (PDPs) for Massachusetts 
Professional licensure renewal, click here for details on criteria to be fulfilled (listed on the 
bottom of the second page). 
 
-Items to bring: Our clinician, Pete Shungu, asks that you bring the following on both days: 

-laptop & charger (you will be given a code to access campus Wi-Fi for both days) 
-pen and pad (if you prefer to take notes or write lyrics by hand) 
-headphones 
-(optional): easily portable musical instruments if you play any and have access to 
them (flutes, saxophones, guitars, hand drums, etc). 

 
-Schedule: For your planning, here is the schedule for both days: 

-8:30 - 9:00 a.m.: Check-in 
-9:00 - 12:00 p.m.: Morning session 
-12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.: Lunch 
-1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.: Afternoon session 

 



-Thursday lunch options: For those attending on Thursday, you are on your own for lunch. 
Feel free to bring your own lunch, but here are some on-campus food possibilities: 
 -The Campus Center concourse has several options, including the famous Blue 
Wall, as well as coffee, teas, and pastries at People’s Organic Coffee, and on-the-go 
options at Harvest Market. 
 -Earthfoods Café in the Student Union (ground floor of a relatively brand-new 
Student Union complex) is a strictly vegetarian and vegan student-run co-op. 
 -Roots Café in the Honors Residential Complex, a short walk down the hill from Old 
Chapel, is another option. 
 
-The Old Chapel facilities include: 

-Single-use, gender-neutral bathrooms on each floor (three total) 
-Two gendered, stall bathrooms on the bottom floor 
-Lactation room on the bottom floor 
-Hydration stations on the bottom and first floors 

 
-Masks: You are not required to wear a mask in a UMass Amherst building. Feel free to 
wear one if you wish! 
 
Please feel free to email me at dalbert@umass.edu if you have any questions about 
anything in this email, or any questions about the upcoming Festival. Pete is very excited to 
meet and work with all of you! I’ll send another reminder email out early next week with this 
information as well as any updates. Take care and have a good remainder of your week! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dan Albert 
 
Daniel J. Albert, Ph.D. (my pronouns: he/him/his) 
Assistant Professor of Music Education 
Department of Music and Dance 
University of Massachusetts Amherst 
358 Bromery Center for the Arts 
151 Presidents Drive 
Amherst, MA 01003-9330 
Email: dalbert@umass.edu | Office: (413) 545-9302 
 



 
 

 
 
 


