
Community Development and Cultural Preservation 
Core Faculty: Darrel Ramsey-Musolf (coordinator), Elizabeth Brabec, Michael DiPasquale 

Plans and designs gain meaning when they represent the needs, dreams, values, and goals of 
those who will use them. Courses within this specialization focus on social, political, and 
cultural analyses of the built environment, explore different social and cultural responses, 
analyze policy, planning, and design criteria for building more responsible urban forms, and 
intervening in discriminatory practices. Topics of study include domestic and international 
analyses of cultural heritage and diversity, housing policy, urban development and land use, 
urban form and design, and social change. 

Recommended Courses 
• Housing Policy and Equity (RP 525)

• City Planning (RP 574)

• Cultural Heritage (RP 611)

• Introduction to Land-Use (RP 645)

• Tools and Techniques in Planning (RP 652)

• People and the Environment (RP 587)

• Sustainable Cities (RP 580)

• Scenario Planning (RP 597S)

Brabec, Elizabeth Professor of Landscape Architecture and Regional Planning. B.Sc. in Environmental 
Agriculture and M.L.A. University of Guelph, Canada, 1984; Juris Doctor, University of Maryland, 1992. 
Founded and managed the landscape planning firm, Land Ethics, Inc. in Washington, D.C. Teaches real estate 
law, public participation and leads international field studies programs. Research interests focused on land 
conservation and the design and planning of sustainable open space; and culture and the historical basis of 
landscape form. 

Di Pasquale, Michael AICP Extension Associate Professor. Master in Regional Planning, UMass Amherst; 
Master in Architecture, Washington University in St. Louis; BA Architecture University of Detroit. His special 
interests include community participation and the role it plays in the equitable redevelopment of post-
industrial cities. His research has included the impact that transportation has on economic development and 
the influence that geography and race have on the revitalization of America’s “legacy” cities. 

Ramsey-Musolf, Darrel Associate Professor of Regional Planning. He holds a PhD from UW-Madison 
and Master’s degrees from Cal Poly Pomona and Suffolk University. While at Madison, he received a HUD 
Doctoral Dissertation Research Grant that supported his mixed-method examination of California’s 
Housing Element Law and a 2-year AOF research grant from the College of Letters and Science.  


