
Sustaining & Revitalizing Cities & Heritage in the Urban 
Millennium through Effective Change Management
A landscape architect and planner, O’Donnell founded Heritage Landscapes LLC, Preservation Landscape Architects & Planners, Charlotte 
VT & Norwalk CT in 1987. With some 500 successful project credits, she is a US and international leader in heritage preservation, lecturer on 
the UNESCO Recommendation on the Historic Urban Landscape, and a World Heritage expert. She serves as the Global Chair, IFLA Cultural 
Landscapes Committee and US Voting Member, ICOMOS IFLA Cultural Landscapes International Scientific Committee.
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Joanne M. Westphal, ASLA, AMA, AOA is a  practicing landscape architect and licensed physician in Michigan.  A member of the School of Planning, Design, and 
Construction at Michigan State University for 28 years, she recently retired from the program in May, 2015.  Her specialty areas continue to involve environmental 
planning, therapeutic site design, regional landscape design, and research methodology.  Dr. Westphal has focused on issues of the built environment, including 
place identity, visual management, design in medicine, post-construction evaluation of planning & design projects, resource sustainability, and open space 
protection.

Her research interests encompass two broad areas of the environment: 1) factors that affect human health in the built environment, and 2) issues affecting 
landscape assessment, regional planning, landscape identity, and resource protection.  Current work has tended to focus on design theory affecting highly 
vulnerable populations like dementia patients, stoke victims, or individuals subjected to traumatic brain injury.  However, work continues on land use issues 
in rural and urban areas, including visual management, environmental knowing, place identity, farmland preservation, and spatial orientation in unfamiliar 
environments.

Using Predictive Capacity to Improve Therapeutic Site Design

 Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital, Chicago, IL by Mikyoung Kim Design



Cultural Landscapes 
in the United States: 
Taking the Movement 
to Scale

Barrett is the editor of the Living 
Landscape Observer, a web 
site providing commentary on 
landscape scale conservation, 
historic preservation and sustainable 
communities. She served as the 
National Coordinator for Heritage 
Areas for the US National Park 
Service and has led programs in state 
conservation and heritage agencies. 
She is an expert member of the 
ICOMOS International Committee on 
Cultural Landscapes.
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