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Basics of 
Illustrator
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These are the ONLY types 
of prints the 
plotter/printers can take!!

Black and White
In Color

Typically used for 
supporting 
presentation 
materials 

$0.05
$0.35

8.5  11

Black and White
In Color

Typically used for 
quick class  
pinups or desk 
critics

$0.10
$0.70

11  17

18ˮ X 24ˮ

Typically used for 
plan graphics and 
smaller posters

$4.53

ARCH C

24  36

Typically used for 
larger studio 
posters or event 
posters

$7.02

ARCH D
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36  48

Typically used for 
big presentations, 
midterms and 
finals

$11.76

ARCH E

Varies

DO NOT PRINT 
CUSTOM

Please consult Liz 
Helmin or Caitlyn 
Dittmeier before 
printing Custom

$12.00 

CUSTOM



4



5

Before creating a 
new document, 

make sure you have 
specified the 

following:
Name
Width
Height

# of Artboards

Having multiple 
artboards is 

equivalent to # of 
pages in your 

document*



Work Space

Color Palette

Layers

Current 
command 

toolbar

Toolbar



Illustrator is great for VECTOR 
BASED DRAWINGS 

Aka linework!!

When you draw lines, you can 
define the..

1. SHAPE INTERIOR COLOR
2. LINE COLOR

3. STROKE WEIGHT
4. UNIFORMITY OF THE LINE

5. TYPE OF LINE
6. OPACITY

01 02 03 04 05 06



The same way you draw lines, you 
can also draw closed shapes…

Illustrator is great for the following 
types of drawings!

MANIPULATING LINEWORK
DIAGRAMS

VECTOR BASED ILLUSTRATIONS
SITE ANALYSIS DRAWINGS
SIMPLE PLAN GRAPHICS



Exporting CAD to ILL
Open AutoCAD 
and SAVE AS a 
DXF file…
This will allow 
for all layers to 
be maintained 
when 
transferring to 
Illustrator
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Exporting CAD to ILL
Open 
Illustrator and 
then open 
your file and 
follow the 
prompts
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Exporting CAD to ILL
Make sure you 
select 
“Original Sizeˮ 
and units are 
defined as 
11… this will 
keep your 
drawing to 
scale!!
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Exporting CAD to ILL
Now you 
should have 
an art board 
with 
equivalent 
layers to your 
CAD file!!
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Pinterest!!!!

Freepik Free Download Axonometric Drawings and 
Diagrammatic Packs (arrows, lines, shapes, etc)

NEED COOL ILLUSTRATOR 
COMPLIANT DIAGRAMS?

Adobe Templates, Envato Template, FreePik, Adobe Stock
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Anything else you might want to 
learn?

Office Hours:
Tuesdays 4630
Wednesdays 330630
Fridays 330530

Email: ehelmin@umass.edu

Any questions? 
Ask away!

Q&A
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