Independent Study Learning Contract for Journal 396 
University of Massachusetts Amherst 
Journalism Department 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
This document is considered a contract between the instructor and the student. Students are expected to devote at least three hours of independent work per week for each unit of credit awarded. 

As a three-credit hour independent study, this course requires students to complete approximately nine hours of independent work per week. Typically, only three independent study credits may be applied toward requirements for the journalism major; four credits are available upon approval (must be documented to show the additional work for four credits).

JOURN 300 must be completed prior to enrolling in an independent study. An independent study in journalism requires independent reading, research, and some type of substantive final project, which may be academic or journalistic in nature. Examples include, but are not limited to, academic essays; research papers; a series of journalistic articles on a common topic; a digital visual storytelling project; a short-form documentary. 

This contract must be submitted to and approved by your faculty sponsor three business days before the last day of the add/drop period. The contract must then be approved by the current undergraduate program director and the department chair. 

To gain approval, you will need to email this document to: 

· Undergraduate Program Director Brian McDermott: mcdermott@umass.edu
· Department Chair Rodrigo Zamith: rzamith@umass.edu
· Director of Advising Beth Wallace: bwallace@umass.edu 
· If your advisor is John Ciampa, copy John: jciampa@umass.edu 
· Copy your faculty sponsor 

APPLICANT INFORMATION
Name: 
Date:
Spire #:
Email:
Major(s):
Expected date of graduation:
Current GPA:
Semester and year of independent study:
Credits for independent study:


FACULTY INFORMATION 
Faculty Name:
E-mail:

ASSIGNMENTS 
Please provide the following information:
1. Meeting requirements with the instructor. Include day/time of weekly or bi-weekly meetings 2. Reading assignments and due dates 
3. Written assignments and due dates 
4. Other assignments 

ASSESSMENTS 
Please provide the following information on a separate sheet of paper. Include percentage of course grade based on each assignment 




 

