
All events are free and open to the public.

Lecture
“Arctic Research Immersion at Svalbardʼs Icy Margins”

Prof. Julie Brigham-Grette (UMass Amherst)
Wednesday, October 13, 2010 • 4:00 p.m. • Goessman 20

Film
Heima (2009, dir. Dean DeBlois) featuring Sigur Rós
Thursday, October 7, 2010• 8:00 p.m. • Goessman 64

Lecture
“DeCode Me!: On Personal Genomics”

Prof. Gísli Pálsson (University of Iceland)
Monday, November 15, 2010 • 7:00 p.m. • Skinner 12

“[In 2006], in the endless magic hour of the Icelandic summer, Sigur Rós played a series of 
concerts around their homeland. Combining both the biggest and smallest shows of their 

career, the entire tour was filmed, and now provides a unique insight into one of the worldʼs 
shyest and least understood bands captured live in their natural habitat.” (www.heima.co.uk)

In many contexts the public has taken a keen interest in personal genomics. 
Pálsson will speak about the social and political implications of genomic 
research, both for researchers and their clients, drawn from his study of Icelandʼs
failed biobank DeCODE and the growth of biobanks elsewhere in the world. 
Pálsson is the author of many books, including Anthropology and 
the New Genetics (2007). 

Film
Edvard Munch (1974, dir. Peter Watkins)
Monday, November 1, 2010• 6:00 p.m. • Herter Hall 227

Biographical film about the Norwegian artist. 
Part of Scandin 397V: Viking Revival and German 793A: German Expressionism and its Cinematic Legacy. 

The National Science Foundationʼs REU (Research Experience for Undergraduates) sponsors six U.S.
undergraduates to do fieldwork each summer in Svalbard, Norway, where they explore how high-
latitude glaciers, melt-water streams, and sedimentation in lakes and fjords respond to changing
climate.  Hear about the 2009 field season in Kongsfjorden.
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