///// NnNorgdcn

Nordic Council

Scandinavian Impulses 2:
o Vengeance & Violence

UMassAmherst

umass.edu/impulses

ACTS
0 ICTIDN

CRIME FICTION ...

Although not well known in the U.S., the tradition to which Swedish crime writer
Stieg Larsson belongs begins in 1965 with ten novels by Swedish writers Maj
Siowall and Per Wahlgb. Their novels sought to crificize the Swedish welfare state
by showing the way elected officials, political appointees, and bureaucrats aimed
to obstruct police investigation. Larsson’s novels about Lisheth Salander and
Mikael Blomkvist participate in this tradition, but also break from it. They differ
by giving Lisbeth Salander a special way of investigating, learning, and knowing,
which cannot be obstructed. But how does this break from tradition transform
the kind of social criticism expressed? Nestingen argues that it is fruitful for

( - m critics fo put this question to Larsson’s novels, and to Scandinavian crime fiction.
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