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Dear HFA Community,

Welcome to the 2026–2027 academic year. I hope the summer offered
opportunities for rest and renewal as we begin another semester of teaching,
learning, research, and creative activity across HFA.

One of the things I would like to highlight is the increased number of resources
the college has invested in new research funding for faculty and graduate
students. For fiscal year 2027, the college has committed approximately an
additional $152,000, including summer funding. HFA has responded to external
funding challenges by creating robust internal funding opportunities for
research and creative activities for faculty and graduate students. I encourage
you to apply for funding and to nominate yourself and others for college and
university level awards.

There is already much to celebrate, including international recognition for our
architecture students, new faculty publications, and professional appointments.
I hope you will also take advantage of the upcoming opportunities to gather,
learn, and connect.

https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8Jzn1VCFec84fu5kqY5Kf1guW-6bb6gF-XYayCb1WHpVX4cbubZsqf7Yu7hCjhezmuYKJ-pUMLoE2HnIMUrnTxydS-WgWMe0
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8Jzn1VCFec84fu5kqY5Kf1guW-6bb6gF-XYayCb1WHpVX4cbubZsqf7Yu7hCjhezmuYKJ-pUMLoE2HnIMUrnTxydS-WgWMe0


I look forward to all that we will accomplish together this year.

Be well,

Maria del Guadalupe (Lupe) Davidson
Dean, College of Humanities and Fine Arts

NEWS & UPDATES

HFA Announces Expanded Funding and Awards Opportunities

HFA is pleased to announce an expanded slate of funding and recognition
opportunities for faculty, staff, and graduate students. Highlights are organized
into three categories:

Faculty and Staff Awards and Fellowships

Nominations are due Oct. 30 for the HFA Dean’s Fellowship Program,
Faculty Research and Creative Activity Award, Global Engagement
Award, Joye Bowman Social Justice Award, and Outstanding Staff Award.

Funding for Research and Creative Work

New faculty opportunities include the HFA Book Symposium, providing up to
$5,000; two interdisciplinary Research & Creative Laboratories Grants of up
to $40,000 each; and funding for faculty participation in OpEd Project
workshops.

Opportunities are also available through these continuing HFA programs:

Supplemental Research Presentation Fund
Research Grant
Conference Grant
Subvention Grant
Art, Design, & Creative Productions Fund
Manuscript Development & Completion Fund

https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8Jzn7aeWKiF9OQ-WEwHwjumgwzBPjutwuNZW44H2hvzjteNJqt5QePtf-zSuT91bfGJFJce39d-q668rMt_0FN6ydthfHdlc
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8Jzn8Wne1LmDsM_XuxDZ07VeBUp69bgtO-sTYG1y1nzM5cj70y9RmdkNS3KIYKouW1ggIJsAIkKFuzgoDnJwq4q4cI_oRjPY
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8Jzn97vfJnT9vBid1qb5RJb1bp_uWE8boa95tMd7rH8laR-gkZ-f4QZrTAeKWZeoAcuqyXpkMIQYJHbUXRl0qhnnPgK1eB7Y
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8Jzn97vfJnT9vBid1qb5RJb1bp_uWE8boa95tMd7rH8laR-gkZ-f4QZrTAeKWZeoAcuqyXpkMIQYJHbUXRl0qhnnPgK1eB7Y
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8Jzn-NhK55oFdMts0k3XtZv1Muv_ait3j1hRBecJ_5E7qjFdeCWtCaKmqw1UwzxjXxR8LjZZy6VetgV-sjyryt31tATCVpaM
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8Jzn_3fUVOeYTnvbn2OVx3_KjX8-53Rp8nJrqb9Ii9TP7pUqUZkajb0__buQ3utw04Qq3mkrDg2lNdQJbSfQ95qhX0Hkm6S4
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzoB4meJROTEcKMaqIsQ6qkoi_geFRXsJ_3wUyiR6cYp4Xns0NurHYMyc12oPljR6F0HVcUgxjEOqOSerI-ceUy2PbcquqA
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzoDJc7xJEXNVuRFkOGzy-kd0zOuN6GoatS0XG7EFK7Ta2wbymCJhoKVVexrj2Wdgyk3dx8ffWmIijTQGNVZyIbBWcyDewE
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzoE9Ibj58-LD1lE6fwP_hveGd44KM8yBczK4gbEnS6kPlRwBtMd8_hZ2FB_vd7LJY3QiwG4nOxYQGrgk4uZrPCDeY4PAS0
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzoFc-mQBnlACVHAE2KP0s7cOXNK4c6lrrJkiempjnrBlMoSzgIztrC4bZO06VyIQbhgdCPlhkP-G2IzGJhw6TrQGWhlClg
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzoGJMvLZzY14WzHXsJmt_-_ZaO59yJzki0OCUr4KSYS79-72zS3ZumDPgOr9yDKix4hBZOIhQW8shP9EqSDKK86QT8PbcQ
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzoHBTCU02E0F6yc9ZNcizvt4J_HQvcJkgmdSNWGEIMNYUUaiNWqagW9T8cnxtQGGqpSf1LDwhJSm09yShGpR3lACbmlt5k
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzoIgp9OqWejrYLpblP_x9U-zOLbBuE1o8DMFrhlvA_vRhH_t2_C4WvDFeq4rvQZuRa_tvS308oIC9LFqQSFucdkDUSLFDU
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzoJ6DW_IxTHy8vMXCKHNyRjHFZKFbNe2954yV6qQ9p8dmb0XfgA9TXxd_y6PO8TIJcfBZjBVC_g63UhC4YJZ_o8xRj4Ka0
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzoK479_CvrolW0TPitRGU9b8v5cpCQR32bHvIBQtVW1JGTfCpuY_VzgurD6ORAcRs2xAgE4Wv6WITm_lNEhwyaxaXnC3Dc


Graduate Student Funding and Recognition

New opportunities include the Graduate Student Research Intensive
Semester Fellowship and Professional and Creative Master’s Project
Completion Grants, both due Oct. 5; Dissertation Completion Fellowships
of up to $8,000, due March 8; and Summer Research Grants of up to $1,500,
due April 1. Nominations for the established Outstanding Graduate Student
Award are due Oct. 30.

Explore All Opportunities, Deadlines, and Eligibility Requirements

New HFA in DC Opportunity for Students

HFA and the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences have developed a joint
initiative that will extend the SBS in DC program to HFA sophomores, juniors,
and seniors. The semester-long program will combine a Washington, D.C.-
based internship with academic coursework, professional development, and
alumni mentorship. Participants will earn 15 UMass credits and receive an HFA
stipend. Faculty and staff are encouraged to share this opportunity with
students.

Applications for the fall 2027 cohort will be open Sept. 27–Oct. 12. Contact
Philippe Baillargeon for more information or to schedule a class visit
(baillargeon@llc.umass.edu).

Learn More

HFA Welcomes New Faculty
Members
Meet several of the educators, scholars, and
artists joining the college, learn about their
work, and discover what they are looking
forward to at UMass Amherst.

Meet the Faculty

https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzoLJ0ivkcdaqud4liXMO-JaPiemgRUxATE8CloewVze--6r_xu8t_ocoAg9eS5hb0vNWmMs1zc9vo6uekC5lqvzzMS7oUM
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzoMPsL9CXdR42d8eVZmQTp21o748-Mkak05pAxPoynK_wbuW5Zt57fdOM2dhT1YnMTFujiXMZLDL-dj_m9BPXqxqtrZPzE
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzoMPsL9CXdR42d8eVZmQTp21o748-Mkak05pAxPoynK_wbuW5Zt57fdOM2dhT1YnMTFujiXMZLDL-dj_m9BPXqxqtrZPzE
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzoNkI1XUChUm4ntDt29ITZIsIeLx9-xmORSPVpe-2fTWM_GSbYv5AMuMiIfnsZBAjBmQsKBWMdUvhox3ioQmnGjZWtsVlw
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzoNkI1XUChUm4ntDt29ITZIsIeLx9-xmORSPVpe-2fTWM_GSbYv5AMuMiIfnsZBAjBmQsKBWMdUvhox3ioQmnGjZWtsVlw
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzoOKwYFh54E-07jPFZk4TVjWqeXBe1lF6yjiGr6ztlHCktBxQfQduG_Q7B73aLsNQ4P4DO9y_KaSEt1EBOgDE_uVDJU7zY
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzoPcCaxSyRonOdtgXxcRhh0HxfZBL5-4tRauSSeyUUn2WV6rYLQOlXU9SgKfE_H_dzG4CGYVcfDylq02ade7PbAI3PSBhs
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzoQHvz7qJ8X1XgcudyOK9i6U5GuTrqyu9j17Hg0ZCmktPz390NRk7fman6pqS-0FRuI5_Y5OIeMEzFJbjTrDTouV2-vlWM
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzoQHvz7qJ8X1XgcudyOK9i6U5GuTrqyu9j17Hg0ZCmktPz390NRk7fman6pqS-0FRuI5_Y5OIeMEzFJbjTrDTouV2-vlWM
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzoRW8rRQf2NZEKNksqS04CKJ2PSMucs5JBLNncn7C6bhvtY0fNvXYCbnJjlrqpcxfuGYm84rQ_XasLX0g_VgfPQL5PA_qY
mailto:baillargeon@llc.umass.edu?subject=
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzoSF1o4BwUcizcUwNCf9NvVMEQzzxIZJpnjnndh_wsUqH8GCbLwBxjo8QoCkp5t-MY5Y9bFi1I6fanSFGiwSbZqxLonZK0
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzoTgTp2XQILOogt63HVMkvN5kROHVNrn7Dh2tkOWC2fbUdPhszlCqJxLkrdCtd0q6-3XDjpXzJRL4J5Fsbr7P8kdwIYiZA


Interview with Rebecca Dingo, New Associate Dean for
Faculty
Rebecca Dingo, professor of English, has been named associate
dean for faculty in the College of Humanities and Fine Arts. Dingo
brings extensive experience in faculty development, mentoring,
academic leadership, and personnel processes to the role.

Read More

Interview with Philippe Baillargeon, New Associate
Dean for Careers, Professional Pathways, and
Innovation
Philippe Baillargeon has been named associate dean for careers,
professional pathways, and innovation. In this newly established
role, Baillargeon will help strengthen career services, experiential
learning, and partnerships while advancing the proposed HFA
Student Success Center.

Read More

Ela Gezen and David Mednicoff Appointed Directors of
the Interdisciplinary Studies Institute
Professors Ela Gezen and David Mednicoff have been appointed
directors of the Interdisciplinary Studies Institute. Together, they will
build on more than 25 years of interdisciplinary exchange and
intellectual engagement while expanding the institute’s reach across
UMass Amherst and surrounding communities.

Read More

https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzoUIZp5bKqBpLc_xRoa_6XIow18blB5R41pKEoC9RRy-VmlUhd0Mh03h4frtbed79iCfgYaeUX905TH8seEiKQL9aqFQe8
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzoVs0sviEeBK_1Z-M_a3Qu1eR85k3E9OgV6YfLbfXrcUfmkL-m8h1ax7Ls4Z3VS1AhnXkGH0EWllTGSi6Cl1_o0gp17szo
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzoWdOiz5m5P3xzl1-WkeXNO3z_Aw7mkD9hDh8T_srmuWuVon8HXvYjwn4VMCiTBiOyP7y1mrJ76aqdo_RSlrm_OsN7HlGs


TINY SPACES, BIG IDEAS

Occupied Words: What the Holocaust Did to Yiddish

Thousands of new words were invented in the Yiddish language during the
Holocaust, terms that unlock deeply human histories of the catastrophe.
Hannah Pollin-Galay, Pen Tishkach Chair of Holocaust Studies and director of
the Institute for Holocaust, Genocide & Memory Studies, explores what these
words reveal about people’s experiences during the Holocaust.

Watch the Episode

FACULTY PUBLICATIONS AND HONORS

Marianna Ritchey Named UMass Amherst Spotlight
Scholar 
Marianna Ritchey, associate professor of music history, has been
named a UMass Amherst Spotlight Scholar. Her research examines
classical music in the context of modern American capitalism and
explores how music can deepen our understanding of culture,
politics, and the world around us. 

Read More

https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzoXBT1VnndXttx-5P4N-2TFpH9T-DQKJdHzJTDDYEiy_H5Za3KeXbt5Sg6HDy_17TmcUCD_3vXTrOD3H2oXZ2kKdjknjXk
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzoYZed_yXHIEL3EtEH6y7ZPuRs2mvPao5F6iAJYdfqxhc0t8YWMk5tF2k1Lvr2LZhx_XLUQZOIEENpBtLD3A8fRdV12yLU


Melissa Mueller Edits New Collector’s Edition of
Barnard’s Sappho
Professor of Classics Melissa Mueller has edited a new collector’s
edition of Mary Barnard’s influential translation of Sappho. Published
Sept. 1 by the University of California Press, the edition is the first to
present Barnard’s English translations alongside the original Greek
and includes a new introduction by Mueller.

Read More

Miliann Kang Publishes Not Tiger Moms: Reimagining
Asian American Motherhood
Professor Miliann Kang of the Department of Women, Gender,
Sexuality Studies has published Not Tiger Moms: Reimagining Asian
American Motherhood. 

Learn More About the Book

Jonathan Skolnik Appointed Editor of Association for
Jewish Studies Magazine
Jonathan Skolnik, associate professor of German, has been
appointed co-editor of AJS Perspectives, the magazine of the
Association for Jewish Studies. In this role, Skolnik will also serve on
the association’s board of directors.

Read More

https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzoZIEQlFiFrsPNwT0e9RDWnC2onIs9vjuTvtJ0uzui54mMVHTdmEj_nnVnjZX4vd_tUWrpNbSgv-FEO-Dav8F0apoNzrOk
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzoaxZsBMzqXPjv9oXaqBsggIENGica9_vr8ByPTK0U1t1-sWw41NrCNGru4l4zYlo8coijaM-10HHGWQ2F3-gGuBmCGtA8
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzobcwxjX_AMt5mNX5u8IS5kQ30T8DOdeeLNkm9plUNfiHbxOtyrPp2krBHnTG2HDVqdczrs9NfL6r0PJeNt_t8QF-eDAyU


STUDENT NEWS

UMass Amherst Architecture Students Win Honors in
International Design Competition
Architecture undergraduate Paul Dominic “Poldo” Drilon earned
second place in the 2026 Concrete Masonry Student Competition for
his project, “River Futures Museum.” UMass Amherst architecture
students also received two honorable mentions: Angela Zou and
Caytlin Yii for “Bumble Blocks” and Smriti Rijal for “The Orbit Center.”

Read More

Linguistics Major Nat Thompson Awarded American
Philosophical Society Fellowship
Linguistics major Nat Thompson has received a 2026–2027 Daythal
L. Kendall Fellowship from the American Philosophical Society.

Read More

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Finding Her Way Back to Art
HFA alum Kymberly S. Newberry ’22MA, ’24PhD, curated BLACK
WORK: Absence/Absorption, an exhibition of visual, sonic, and
mixed-media works that invites visitors to consider Blackness as a
living, evolving condition.

Read More on the UMass Foundation Site

https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8Jzoc_-tkp6nH69yukyMPW8nEqUjaWV83LEyi0LdLtyHiA9IsViPmVM5jSApbTEduOU9yVsfEsoFDtrQCMD0SfgUxE1iNDEE
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzodBi2qorvQXnizvxxG_mfAwzH-hAPveldWKGmL7PI_xGoGR_HUzsY-gie7ENwXVnTj21Ls7uhMIqzPWiBy3aF_B1mSmlo
https://click.marcom.umass.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5OTN9AAEAAAAAAbC8JzoeE7Gty5Vha97z98tHhUksux92J15uYdkZbGS3cOKaemndaaGNrvXetUuXc6gzZdywE729-oONwvxKsT2y3eZ9_wNRfNQ


EVENTS

For all events, visit the UMass Events Calendar.

SHARE YOUR NEWS & STAY CONNECTED

To be featured on the HFA website, social media, or its newsletters,
share your news, accomplishments, research projects, photos, and
more.

Communications Support
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