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Monday 

 

New England Wildlife Ecology and Conservation 

Monday 9:05 am to 9:55 am 

This seminar will explore the ecology and conservation biology of New England wildlife. We will explore 
the historical natural landscape that has been changed by natural and human-caused mechanisms. In 
response to changes in the landscape came changes in the populations of wildlife. In addition to landscape 
changes, wildlife has also responded to many human-caused stressors (overexploitation, pesticides, 
habitat degradation, climate change). We will explore how different species responded to these stressors 
and what steps humans have taken to try to conserve the landscape and species inhabiting it. In addition 
to exploring the science of this subject, students will also be learning and practicing in several general 
education skills. This will include working in groups, communicating orally and in writing. The course will 
culminate in the development of a digital storytelling project.  

Instructor: Peter Houlihan 

Class #:  44523 

Section: 01 

 

 

The Power of Vulnerability in a Cruel World 

Monday 10:10 am to 11:00 am 

Writer and political pundit David Brooks astutely points out, “We live in a cruel time, when people attack 
you when they see a hint of vulnerability…[but] Vulnerability is the only means we have to build 
relationships, and relationships are the only means we have to experience joy.” This course will use 
contemplative tools and critical pedagogy to explore the power of vulnerability, emotion, and love as a 
tool for change, leadership, and engagement. Building off of work from popular writers, such as Brene 
Brown, David Brooks, Ta-Nehisi Coates, Krista Tippett, and theorists on emotion like Sara Ahmed and 
Megan Boler, this course will explore the power and limits of vulnerability in a world that feels increasingly 
cruel and rapidly changing. Implicit in these explorations is the idea that vulnerability and empathy can 
serve as a tool for connection, for understanding oppression, and for reimagining the role of emotion in 
our civic, political, and personal lives. Students will engage in contemplative work (meditation, reflective 
writing), readings, and group discussions, and will ultimately work to create a multimodal or written 
project embracing storytelling and emotion. In essence, we will explore vulnerability in both theory and 
practice. 

Instructor: Anna Arcello 

Class #:  44524 

Section: 03 
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Monday 

 

Sustainable Diets & Food Production: Controversies & Solutions 

Monday 11:15 am to 12:05 pm 

Fifty percent of Americans believe it is at least somewhat important for food to be produced in a 
sustainable way. What exactly does this mean? How can specific agricultural practices and food 
production/processing methods impact the sustainability of our food? What are the different components 
of a sustainable diet? These are just a few of the questions we will address in this course as we explore 
the controversies and solutions associated with sustainable diets and food production.  

Instructor: Christina DiMarco-Crook 

Class #:  44562 

Section: 04 

 

 

Urban Nature in the Century of the City 

Monday 12:20 pm to 1:10 pm 

Global population is now predominantly urban and will continue to become increasingly urban until the 
mid-twenty-first century. Therefore, we are now living in the "Century of the City." In this new urban 
paradigm/reality, humans' idea of "nature" in cities is evolving, as is the holistic idea of the "nature-of-
nature" in cities. Reading and discussion topics will include: ecosystem services, urban ecology, the 
Anthropocene, cities and climate change, post-industrial landscapes, and managing spontaneous urban 
vegetation. This seminar will involve readings, in-class discussions, an individual research paper, and an 
in-class presentation of your paper.  

Instructor: Jack Ahern 

Class #:  44525 

Section: 05 
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Monday 

 

Anti-Semitism and Islamophobia in Global and American Context 

Monday: 1:25 pm to 2:15 pm 

This seminar, taught by the chair of the Judaic and Near Eastern Studies Department, attempts to get 
students to understand the complex historical and contemporary context for anti-Jewish and anti-Muslim 
sentiment in the US and world today. The two very timely problems will be considered in their own terms, 
followed by a comparative perspective with one another and, to a lesser extent, with other forms of 
cultural bias. The course will look at the following questions: How have anti-Semitism and Islamophobia 
developed historically? Why have they re-emerged in such strong forms in the past several decades? How 
specifically do global politics fuel these challenges? How are the two related to/similar with one another? 
What are the best strategies to counter these major challenges? Students will engage in a modest project 
addressing the last question on campus or in the local area. 

Instructor: David Mednicoff 

Class #:  44551 

Section: 06 

 

Philosophy of Freedom 

Monday 4:00 pm to 4:50 pm 

In 1893, the Austrian philosopher and scientist, Rudolf Steiner, published a book exploring the basis for 
free will. His analysis of consciousness found thinking to be the root of the human psyche. Steiner argues 
that intuitive thinking—the reflective thinking through which we acquire new concepts—is a fundamental 
activity of the human spirit. Because such thinking can be sense-free and self-aware, it provides the basis 
for true freedom of choice. Steiner founded numerous movements that are still active, such as Waldorf 
Education, Camphill communities serving people with developmental differences, biodynamic agriculture, 
and a branch of holistic medicine.  

Although he published many books, he always urged people to read this one, to truly enrich their lives. In 
this course, we carefully follow Steiner's detailed logic in order to develop an understanding of intuitive 
thinking and free will, and their relationship to different aspects of life. In preparation for our discussions, 
each week's homework will involve reading and summarizing a chapter by condensing each paragraph to 
a sentence as a means of grasping Steiner’s intense chain of reasoning, and writing a discussion question. 
We will also explore a series of meditative exercises he recommended for developing deeper capacities 
for intuitive thinking. 

Instructor: Charles Weems 

Class #:  44552 

Section: 09 
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Tuesday 

 
Revisioning the New Deal 

Tuesday 10:00 am to 10:50 am 

Knowing the legacy of the 1930s New Deal is essential in understanding key political conflicts of our time: 
the role of “big government,” a social services safety net, publicly-supported arts programs, and the right 
of workers to form trade unions. Through the lens of an introductory reader, FDR and the New Deal for 
Beginners, we’ll survey key historical forces and reforms of the 1930s, including the trade union 
movement, socialist and communist parties, left cultural activism, and WPA programs such as the Civilian 
Conservation Corps and the Federal Theatre Project. We’ll also consider the resonance of these historical 
stands today.  As we witness fierce attacks on public sector unions, we also see new labor strategies 
organizing service workers for a “living wage.” To address both climate change and the unemployment 
crisis facing urban youth and others, there are those calling for a Green New Deal. The GI Bill’s provision 
of free public higher education for World War II veterans is held up by those calling for student loan 
forgiveness and free public higher education today. To supplement course readings, learners will create 
blogs to explore and present particular topics of interest. 

Instructor: Joel Saxe 

Class #:  44527 

Section: 12 

 

 

Introduction to New England Town Planning 

Tuesday 11:30 am to 12:20 pm 

 

The purpose of this course is to develop an understanding of how town planners across New England can 
help guide the future prosperity of communities, ensure an improved quality of life, and protect the 
environment. Beginning with a discussion of the evolution of town planning in New England from the 
Puritans to the present, the course will explain how planning functions today and why it has taken on 
significant importance. Functional areas of planning and how they are applied in practice will also be 
examined. Finally, the class will reflect on the place of planning in a theoretical and political context. The 
course will be run as a seminar with a short lecture in each class, followed by discussion. 

 

Instructor: John Mullin 

Class #:  44529 

Section: 16 
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Tuesday 

 

The Big Bang to Black Holes, or, the Poetry of Physics 

Tuesday 11:30 am to 12:20 pm 

The experience of looking at the night sky and wondering is a common one that has prompted uncommon 
physics. This seminar will give students the opportunity to accurately learn about cosmology, black holes, 
and a taste of string theory. No experience is necessary! The syllabus includes: Spacetime dimensions; 
Overview of twentieth century scientific revolutions—quantum mechanics and relativity;  Formation of 
black holes as the endpoint of gravitational collapse, and observational evidence for black holes; 
Spacetime curvature, black holes, and horizons; Hawking’s contributions—black holes evaporate!; 
Cosmography—summary of observations about the universe; Different possible geometries for the 
universe; How do we know which universe we live in?; Thermal history of the universe. 

Instructor: Jennie Traschen 

Class #:  44582 

Section: 13 

 

 

Reflections on Wellness from a Holographic Perspective 

Tuesday 1:00 pm to 1:50 pm 

Using a holistic wellness inventory, students explore the multidimensional, holographic nature of 
wellness. Students are guided in an in-depth exploration of what wellness is, behavior change theory, and 
twelve dimensions of wellness. In-class experiential exercises relating to twelve dimensions of wellness 
are followed by reflection on their value for the purpose of enhanced wellness. At the completion of the 
course, students reflect upon a change made in one dimension of wellness, and its impact on overall 
wellbeing. The goal of this course is to improve self-awareness and increase knowledge/ability to use 
various techniques to enhance wellness. It is an excellent seminar for students seeking to improve their 
own wellness and/or planning to work with others to improve wellness. 

Instructor: Pam Burris 

Class #:  44528 

Section: 14 
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Tuesday 

 

Neuroscience of Love 

Tuesday 1:00 pm to 1:50 pm 

Learn how the brain forms and maintains social relationships, and how the quality of these relationships 
can affect mental health. This course explores the neurobiology of social attachment, and will discuss 
recent research findings in humans and other mammals, with an emphasis on how hormones, sensory, 
and experiential information is integrated in the social brain to support affiliative behaviors. The class is 
designed to be accessible to anyone; no formal training in neurobiology is required. Course structure will 
consist of overview lectures, student presentations, and class discussions related to assigned readings. 

Instructor: Mariana Pereira 

Class #:  44583 

Section: 15 

 

 

Comparing the 2020 Presidential Candidates 

Tuesday 4:00 pm to 4:50 pm 

This course will focus on comparing the proposals for immigration reform of the more than fifteen 
declared Democratic presidential candidates, as well as President Donald Trump’s plans for a 
comprehensive overhaul of the entire immigration system (including the issue of undocumented 
immigration). We will address the history of the American immigration system: its gaps, failures, and 
successes. We will also hear from a variety of guest speakers—some associated with presidential 
campaigns and others with civil society (e.g., immigration attorneys, activists, and journalists). The 
students will have the opportunity to draft their own immigration reform plan, which could guide their 
vote in the future, provide them with a solid basis for debate, and perhaps spark a lifelong interest in the 
issue of immigration. 

Instructor: Razvan Sibii 

Class #:  44563  

Section: 18 
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Tuesday 

 

American Music as History, Politics, and Metaphysics 

Tuesday 7:00 pm to 9:30 pm 

Through the prism of American music, jazz, blues, rock, and rap, this course looks at what Aldous Huxley 
defined as the second most perfect language after silence. Music provides a non-threatening way to look 
at race, identity, and equality. American music is a hybrid art form influenced by many cultures. It is a 
source for a discourse that may lead us further down the path to a more perfect union and provide 
signposts for establishing a global community. Students MUST enroll in both the 391AH and H391AH 
sections of this course. 

Instructor: Nicholas McBride 

Class #:  44598 & 44544  

Section: 43 & 01 
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Wednesday 

 
Hunter and Hunted: Relationships between Carnivores and People 

Wednesday 9:05 am to 9:55 am 

Humans have mixed emotions concerning carnivores. We admire them as beautiful hunters, cosset them 
as pets, and use their pelts and other products in clothing, medicines, and cosmetics. They are also 
responsible for killing us and our livestock, carry diseases, and compete with us for space and food. While 
some advocate the conservation of predators such as wolves and tigers, others see them as vermin and 
want them gone. In this course, we will explore the fascinating story of carnivores and our intricate 
relationships with them. The readings will deal with the wild beauty of carnivores and their conservation, 
but also with furs and medicine, man-eaters and sheep-killers, explaining in simple terms what the role of 
carnivores is in nature and its impact on human lives, our art and literature, and how/why we instinctively 
respond to them. Individual research projects related to the course material (especially large carnivores 
worldwide) will be developed and presented by semester’s end. 

Instructor: Todd Fuller  

Class #:  44565  

Section: 20 

 

 

Racism and Asian Americans 
Wednesday 10:10 am to 11:00 am 

This course will explore the concept of racism in the United States through the history and experiences of 
Asian Americans. Beginning with stereotypes of Asian Americans in today’s US society, the course will 
discuss what “racism” means and how it applies to historical experiences of Asian Americans. Such history 
will include the Chinese Exclusion Act, the colonization of the Philippines, Japanese internment, the 
Vietnam War, the entry of hi-tech IT workers from India, and the impact of affirmative action. The course 
will involve reading studies and watching films, documentaries, and videos on the history of Asian 
Americans, the concept of racism, and “racism” as it applies to Asian Americans. At the end of the 
semester, the class will be divided into small groups and give a PowerPoint presentation (individual or 
group) on a particular topic pertaining to racism and the Asian Americans. 

Instructor: Richard Chu 

Class #:  44567 

Section: 21 
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Wednesday 

 

Undamming of America 

Wednesday 10:10 am to 11:00 am 

Over 75,000 dams have been constructed on rivers and streams within the United States. Dam 
construction has been motivated by historical industrialization, flood control, water supply, and power 
generation. In many areas of the world, planning or construction of large dams is ongoing. In the US, 
growing appreciation for the ecological importance of river-connectedness has led to the dismantling and 
removal of an ever-increasing number of dams. This seminar will explore the history and purpose of dams; 
the science and engineering behind the operation of modern dams; the geologic, hydrologic, and 
ecological impacts of dams; and the often conflicting environmental, economic, and cultural arguments 
for the removal or preservation of existing dams. Topics and case studies will have a national scope, with 
some local examples related to the Quabbin Reservoir, the Connecticut River, and a recent dam removal 
project on Amethyst Brook in Pelham, Massachusetts. This interdisciplinary approach should be of interest 
to students in geosciences, environmental science, history, engineering, economics, and landscape 
architecture. 

Instructor: Timothy Cook 
Class #:  44554 
Section: 28 

 

 

Decision-Making under Uncertainty: Risk-Taking in Life and Business 

Wednesday 11:15 am to 12:05 pm 

Randomness and uncertainty exist in our daily lives as well as in every scientific investigation. This course 
helps students better understand randomness and uncertainty, and provides tools to help them make 
more informed decisions. Our intuition is often wrong when assessing uncertain situations, leading us to 
make wrong decisions. We will provide real-life examples where even professionals have misjudged 
chances and probabilities. Students will learn tools that are useful when faced with uncertainty. In doing 
so, we will briefly cover some topics in psychology, probability, information theory, and decision theory. 
Our goal is to learn some key concepts and useful ideas that can be used broadly in uncertain situations. 
Examples from everyday decisions, success strategies, personal finance and investing, economics, sports, 
big data, and gambling will be discussed. The course is accessible to students from all majors and no 
advanced knowledge is required. Students will choose a certain decision-making problem early in the 
semester, and will work on the problem based on the tools learned in the class. They will submit a short 
thesis-style report and present it in class during the last two weeks of the semester. 

Instructor: Hossein Pishro-Nik 
Class #:  44539 
Section: 22 
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Wednesday 

 

Impact of Insects on Human Culture 

Wednesday 12:20 pm to 1:10 pm 

Insects comprise three-fourths of all living organisms and have occupied Earth even before humans. As a 
consequence, humans have shared the planet with insects for a long time. During this period, insects have 
had major impacts on human culture, such as the flea, the Bubonic Plague and its destruction of two-
thirds of Europe’s population, the mosquito (its pathogen), malaria, the evolution of sickle cell anemia, 
and the inclusion of insects in the origin of the creation myths of many indigenous cultures. The course 
will explore the insects in diverse cultures with respect to music, art, superstitions, and even foods. 

Instructor: John Stoffolano 

Class #:  44568 

Section: 23 

 

 

Interviewing as a Qualitative Research Tool 

Wednesday 1:25 pm to 2:15 pm 

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to conducting research through in-depth 
phenomenological interviewing. Through interviewing, we will discuss broader issues related to 
qualitative research. Specific content objectives include:  

• To understand “why” interview and “why not” interview. 
• To understand the structure and process of a phenomenological approach to in-depth 

interviewing.   
• To experience the writing of a proposal as a way to think through your subject and lay the 

groundwork for your action as a researcher.  
• To explore the complexities of establishing access, making contact with, and selecting 

participants, and to understand the principle: “The easier the access, the more complicated the 
interview.”  

• To understand informed consent and related ethical issues in interviewing research.  
• To learn interviewing techniques and strategies.  
• To understand that equity is central to the relationship with participants.  
• To explore working with interview material and the value of your participants’ stories as a way of 

knowing and understanding others’ experience. 

Instructor: Linda Griffin 
Class #:  44584 
Section: 24 
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Wednesday 

 

Communicating Your Work to Diverse Audiences 

Wednesday 2:30 pm to 3:20 pm 

This seminar stems from the observation that even technically advanced and talented students 
underestimate the importance of developing skills that allow them to adapt their communication to a 
particular audience as they often struggle in optimally pitching a presentation. A mostly peer-developed 
course, students will refine skills to communicate the findings of their discipline to different audiences 
with varying degrees of technical knowledge. A diverse set of communication devices will be used, and 
peer review will be the evaluation metric. Specific abstract and executive summary writing will be 
developed. A careful analysis of auxiliary tools, such as logbook-keeping and bulleted presentation 
skeleton layouts, will be included. Tools developed in this seminar will directly transfer to thesis writing, 
job applications and interview preparation, grant writing, and presentations to colleagues and the general 
public. 

Instructor: Andrea Pocar 

Class #:  44569 

Section: 26 

 

 

Computing with Mathematica  

Wednesday 2:30 pm to 3:20 pm 

Mathematica is a highly concentrated programming language available for free to UMass students from 
the UMass OIT website. For example, typing Select[Range[10000],PrimeQ] and then Shift+Return will 
cause Mathematica to output all prime numbers <= 10000. Course grade is based on a final project, the 
project presentation, and in-class participation. Strong writing skills are expected. There are no exams or 
quizzes. Students are not required to have any specific mathematical or programming background, but 
students’ background can get used in the project topic selected. Classes will develop the Mathematica 
language (bring your Mathematica-ready computers to the first class!), and some number theory and 
facts about large numbers as deemed appropriate for the course’s particular group of students. Sample 
projects will be studied. The final classes will consist of presentations of students’ nearly-completed 
projects. 

Instructor: Ernest Manes 

Class #:  44585 

Section: 25 
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Wednesday 

 

From Environmental Racism to Climate Justice 

Wednesday 4:00 pm to 4:50 pm 

Beginning with the environmental justice movement in the late 1970s and early 1980s, this course will 
examine the problem of environmental pollution from the perspectives of "frontline" or directly impacted 
communities. Through key case studies, this course will examine how people of color sought to define the 
term "environmental racism" and called attention to the ways in which their communities bore the brunt 
of industrial pollution. These efforts included public awareness efforts, political lobbying campaigns, and 
direct-action tactics that have linked local instances of environmental impact to broader, international 
trends. During the second half of the semester, the course will focus on the case of Hurricane Katrina to 
examine poor communities and communities of color have been made to bear the brunt of extreme 
weather events arising from climate change. In some instances, communities already hard hit by health 
risks associated with industrial pollution now find themselves impacted by the environmental changes 
associated with climate change. This course will also explore how frontline communities have helped to 
birth movements for environmental justice, and those impacted by climate are now playing a key role in 
the climate justice movement. 

Instructor: Toussaint Losier 

Class #:  44586 

Section: 27 
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Thursday 

 
Foods That Prevent Disease 

Thursday 10:00 am to 10:50 am 

Even with the current knowledge of food and nutrients’ role in health, there are more chronic diseases 
than ever, such as cancer and cardiovascular diseases, as well as obesity. It is known that proper nutrition 
and food choices can improve or reduce incidences of some of these chronic diseases, yet nutritional 
changes have not been implemented properly enough to impact the overall health of the general 
population. Thus, we need to develop better strategies for improving our own health. This course will 
explore potentially innovative approaches to this issue through understanding food, the food supply, and 
social and environmental modifications. 

Instructor: Yeonhwa Park 

Class #:  44556 

Section: 31 

 

 

Molecular Mechanisms of Human Disease 

Thursday 11:30 am to 12:20 pm 

In this course, we will examine case studies and scientific literature describing molecular mechanisms that 
underlie human health and disease. Genetics, molecular biology, and the physiology of selected diseases 
or disorders will be discussed and, if applicable, the treatment options available for those diseases and 
the molecular mechanisms involved in that treatment. Selected diseases and disorders explored may 
include diabetes, neurodegenerative diseases, autoimmune disorders, and cancer. 

Instructor: Laura Francis 

Class #:  44587 

Section: 32 
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Thursday 

 

History of the Book and Printing 

Thursday 1:00 pm to 1:50 pm 

Introduction to the evolution of the manuscript into the printed book and into the electronic text. 
Emphasis on the significance of the pre-printing era, the development of the printing press and movable 
type, the technological advances of the nineteenth century (especially the Linotype machine), and the 
state of the "printed" book today and in the years to come. Along with the study of handwriting and 
printing, we will examine binding, illumination and illustrations, paper-making, type-founding, and the 
application of computer technology to the book. Hands-on experience will include paper-marbling, simple 
bookbinding, typesetting, and perhaps printing (depending on timing and availability of the press at the 
Renaissance Center). Visits to the Special Collections and University Archives, Campus Center Craft Center, 
and the Renaissance Center. Paper or project required. 

Instructor: James Kelly 

Class #:  44588 

Section: 34 

 

 

Art Investigations 

Thursday 1:00 pm to 1:50 pm 

This course will concentrate on contemporary exhibitions of art on the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst campus. Covering art from a variety of times and places, we will consider historical contexts, 
critical analyses, and curatorial issues. Class discussions and bi-weekly visits to campus galleries and 
museums and Five Colleges venues are included. Students will be responsible for creating a portfolio of 
exhibition reviews, critical art writing, and other forms of responses to various exhibitions. 

Instructor: Gary Orlinsky 

Class #:  44571 

Section: 33 
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Thursday 

 

Programming in R 

Thursday 4:00 pm to 4:50 pm 

R is an open source programming language and software environment for data analytics and visualization. 
In this era of “data science,” R has become one of the most widely used programming languages and a 
must-have line item on the resume of anyone pursuing a career involving data. The course objective, 
designed for the curious R novice, is to expose students to R’s wide range of capabilities, with a focus on 
data manipulation, data visualization, creating dynamic documents, and developing shiny web 
applications. As expected, this will be a hands-on computer practical course. 

Instructor: Christopher Sutherland 

Class #:  44541 

Section: 36 
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Friday 

 
Astrobiology: Where Did We Come From, Are We Alone? 

Friday  9:05 am to 9:55 am 

Where did we come from? Are we alone in the universe? Such questions have inspired mankind since the 
dawn of humanity. Although we do not yet have answers, recent discoveries of planets around distant 
stars, explorations of our own solar system, increased understanding of Earth’s history, and advancements 
in prebiotic chemistry have provided tantalizing clues. Astrobiology is the multidisciplinary study of the 
origin and evolution of life on Earth and the distribution of life in the universe. In this seminar, we will 
explore: (1) The nature of life on Earth and its origins: What defines life? What are current hypotheses for 
how life originated on Earth?; (2) Essential conditions for life: What is required for extraterrestrial 
habitability? Beyond Earth, do habitable environments exist in our solar system?; (3) The search for 
habitable exoplanets: How do we search for habitable planets outside our solar system? How would we 
detect life on an exoplanet?; (4) Extraterrestrial intelligence: What is the nature of intelligence? What are 
possibilities for, and implications of, sharing our galaxy with other life forms? We will explore these topics 
through discussions of relevant readings. As a culminating project, student teams will formulate a 
proposal concerning a hypothetical habitable exoplanet. 

Instructor: Susan Leschine 

Class #:  44590 

Section: 38 

 

 

Blue Gold and World Water Wars 

Friday  10:10 am to 11:00 am 

The course will provide an overview of the emerging crisis of water scarcity and conflicts throughout the 
Earth system. Using case studies throughout the world, students will learn about the nature, distribution, 
institutions, and conflicts related to water resources. Each class will involve a mix of video discussion, brain 
storming, short lecture, and exercises. Students will share ideas and interact with others through a course 
website and in classrooms. The course is of interdisciplinary interest and provides a unique opportunity 
to learn and interact with students from a variety of majors.  Grading will be based on weekly blogs written 
by students on the topic learned in each week, and a final presentation. The presentation will be a 
particular case selected by the student. The course objective is to provide a scientific basis for 
understanding the water crisis and strategies to handle current and emerging water issues.  Topics that 
will be covered include water cycle, international rivers, floods, droughts, aquifers, contamination, 
sewage, water harvesting, compacts, policies, and conservation. 

Instructor: Timothy Randhir 

Class #:  44591 

Section: 39 
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Friday 

 

The Anthropocene: An Introduction and Contemplative Inquiry 

Friday  10:10 am to 11:00 am 

From prehistory to the present, humanity’s place in nature has been defined and redefined by narratives 
explaining the emergence of Homo sapiens on Earth. Over the past two decades, recognition of our 
species’ outsize impact on the planet has led to a new narrative: The planet itself has entered a new 
geologic era known as the Anthropocene—the era of humans. This designation pertains to the geological 
sciences and is currently being debated at the highest ranks of the field. But the proposition to attribute 
a new chapter in the planet’s evolution to humans, Anthropos, has sparked considerable discourse across 
a range of fields including philosophy, ecology, history, design, law, geography, economics, art, political 
science, and engineering. The discussion has now leapt beyond the ivory tower of academia into popular 
culture, motivating cover issues of magazines, radio shows, books, and blogs. Drawing upon a range of 
text, audio, and video materials, this seminar will provide an introductory primer to the Anthropocene. A 
human-dominated biosphere has profound implications, and this seminar will foster a contemplative 
space where deep listening and inquiry are valued and cultivated. 

Instructor: Theodore Eisenman 

Class #:  44572 

Section: 40 


