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Spring 2020 

 
Advanced undergraduates are invited to inquire about enrolling in graduate courses. Such 

enrollment depends on the permission of individual instructors who should be contacted directly. 

Questions can also be directed to the Graduate Program Coordinator, Mary Lashway, at 

gradprogram@history.umass.edu.  

 

691J                 History of Modern China                                                                    S. Schmalzer  

691W               Writing History                                                                                   S. Platt 

691AD             Material Culture of Atlantic Africa and the African Diaspora           R. Engmann                                               

697                   Topics in US Women’s and Gender History                                      J. Fronc                                             

697PR   Imperial America: US & the World 1846-Now                                 C. Appy  

791J  Writing Seminar in U.S. Cultural History                               D. Glassberg 

791PG             History of US Social Policy, Politics of Gender/Race/Class   L. Sharrow 

 

 

You may take two courses outside the department for degree credit. Check Spire to see graduate 

course offerings beyond our department. Students often find relevant courses in Anthropology, 

English, the W.E. B. Du Bois Department of African American Studies, Landscape Architecture 

and Regional Planning, Public Policy, and other programs around campus.  

 

History 597 

Under the University Numbering System, M.A. students wishing to enroll in an upper-level 

undergraduate course (at UMass or on one of the Give College campuses) may do so under the 

special topics number, History 597, with permission from the instructor and also with the 

understanding that instructors will require additional work of graduate students in those courses. 

signed by the faculty member teaching the course (turn this in to Mary Lashway in Herter 615). 

Check SPIRE for the listings of undergraduate courses.  

 

There are forms available in Herter 615 describing the additional work to be performed for 

graduate credit; these must be signed by the instructor. Students will be responsible for 

discussing the course requirements with instructors. Please see the Graduate Program 

Coordinator about registration to ensure that a grade will be submitted for you at the end of the 

semester. Only two 597 courses may count as topics courses towards completion of the M.A. 

degree.  

 

mailto:gradprogram@history.umass.edu


 
2 

History 696 or 796 (Independent Study) 
Students may enroll in independent studies as either History 696 (reading independent study) or 

History 796 (research/writing independent study) with a faculty member overseeing the plan of 

study.  

 

To enroll in History 696 or 796 pick up an independent study form from Mary Lashway in 

Herter 615. This form must be filled out including name, student number, course number (696 or 

796), credits, a detailed description of the plan of work for the independent study (e.g. research 

paper, book reviews, historiography, essays, etc.), and signed by the professor overseeing the 

independent study. After it has been filled out and signed it needs to be returned to Mary 

Lashway to be entered on Spire. Only two independent studies may be counted towards 

completion of the M.A. degree. 

 

Scheduled Courses: 

 

691J                     History of Modern China 
Sigrid Schmalzer 

Tuesday, 2:30pm-5:00pm 

 

This is a seminar on the history and historiography of modern China (c. 1800 to present). 

Expecting that many students will come to the course with primary interests in other areas, we 

will emphasize comparative and transnational approaches that encourage cross-fertilization with 

other coursework. Students will further have the opportunity to select some of the readings based 

on their own interests (for example, gender history, urban history, art history, history of science, 

etc.). The big question that will frame the first half of the course is: How do we study modern 

China? Do we seek to make sense of Chinese history with respect to Western history or "on its 

own terms"? Do we highlight internal causes of change or influences from abroad? And what is 

"China" anyway—a "civilization," an "empire," a "nation," a "culture"...? We will build the 

syllabus for the second half of the course based on student interests. 

 

 

665                       Writing History 
Stephen Platt 

Monday, 2:30pm-5:00pm 

 

In this class, students will experiment with the tools for writing history for a general audience. 

We will cover the structure of various types of historical writing, the sorts of research that 

support a convincing argument, the audiences writing must attract, and the common writing 

errors that weaken prose. Several guest speakers will talk about their own approaches to the 

craft. During the semester, students will hone their writing and editing skills as they develop 

their own projects and comment on those of their classmates. The course is designed to meet the 

requirements of a 600-level seminar, but some students, with consent of the instructor, will be 
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able to enroll in the course at the 700 level, depending on the nature of their proposed semester-

long project. 

 

 

691AD             Material Culture of Atlantic Africa 

                                and the African Diaspora 
Rachel Engmann 

Tuesday, 2:30pm-5:00pm 

 

Too often Western historical narratives consider Africans and African Diasporans as "People 

Without History."  Such a notion also refers to people who possess few or no formally written 

histories.  Employing historical archaeology, this class examines the material traces individuals 

and communities in the past left behind as important, alternative historical resources for 

interrogating the European colonial library, and re-writing the histories of slavery and the slave 

trade.  Excavating the "hidden histories" of Africans and African diasporans, free and enslaved, 

our aim is to insert the voices of those formerly marginalized, silenced and erased. 

 

 

697I  Topics in US Women’s and Gender History 
Jennifer Fronc 

Thursday, 2:30pm-5:00pm 

 

This course will focus on selected topics in U.S. women’s and gender history from 1877 to the 

present. In addition to analyzing women’s experiences, we will also consider how gender has 

been mediated by class, race, ethnicity, and sexuality. Other topics will include women’s 

political participation and social activism; reproduction, race, and eugenics; immigration and 

migration; shifting conceptions of gender and sexuality; and women’s changing labor force 

participation. Readings will include theoretical and methodological texts, as well as primary 

sources and historical monographs. Assignments will include several short review essays and a 

25-page historiographical essay. 

 

697PR     Imperial American: US & the World 1846-Now 
Chris Appy 

Wednesday, 2:30pm-5:00pm 

 

This graduate seminar examines U.S. foreign relations from the 1846 invasion of Mexico to the 

recent wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Extensive weekly reading will include a mix of old and new 

scholarly works, primary documents, and popular accounts. The field of diplomatic history has 

broadened greatly over the last two decades and this course will reflect those changes. Scholars 

now pay far more attention to subjects in social and cultural history that were once deemed 

secondary, if not irrelevant, to issues of war, international relations, and global power. So, for 

example, we will read books that explore the significance of gender, race, and religion in the 
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shaping of American foreign policy. Key topics include debates over the meaning and impact of 

U.S. imperialism and the relationship between official explanations of U.S. policy and the lived 

experiences those policies produce. In addition to reading assignments, students will write three 

essays. 

 

 

791J Writings Seminar in U.S. Cultural History 
David Glassberg 

Wednesday, 2:30pm-5:00pm 

 
History 791J offers an opportunity for graduate students working on independent research papers 

or dissertation chapters to develop their ideas and share drafts with one another in a structured 

setting. The objective by the end of the semester is to have written an article-length (20-30 page) 

research paper that with some additional polish can be presented at an academic conference 

and/or published in an academic journal. Students writing research papers on topics in US 

cultural and environmental history are especially encouraged to enroll, but those pursuing 

independent research projects with other professors are welcome as well. The most important 

course requirement is that you read and comment on the first and second drafts of one another’s 

research papers.  

During the first half of the semester, we will read several published works in common, 

depending on who enrolls and their research interests. In order to plan this part of the course, 

please tell me by the end of fall semester whether you plan to enroll and what topic you plan to 

work on. Preferably, by that point, you will have prepared a formal research paper prospectus, so 

that you can do any archival research outside of the Amherst area necessary for your project 

before spring semester starts. 

 

791PG         History of US Social Policy, Politics of         

 Gender/Race/Class 
Libby Sharrow 

Monday, 4:00pm-6:30pm 

 

This interdisciplinary course, designed for students in both Political Science and History, will 

concentrate on approaches to the study of the history of U.S. public policy aimed at addressing 

social and political inequalities.  We will explore the methods, findings, and controversies in 

research about public policy in American politics, history, and political science from a range of 

theoretical and methodological perspectives and approaches.  Readings will focus our attention 

on policies aimed at the overlapping axes of marginalization on the basis of gender, race, class, 

and sexuality, in particular.  Throughout the course, we will analyze the ways in which policy, 

over time, has come to address issues and discrimination in intersectional ways, defining 

politically-relevant categories, identities, and forms of marginalization, such as gender, sex, race, 

ethnicity, class, sexuality, and ideological and partisan identification.  Students will write a short 

reaction paper every other week, make two short presentations, and write a research paper that 

they will present to the class. 
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Additional Course Options  
— enrollment requires instructor permission 

 

You may take two courses outside the department that will count toward your degree. Below are several that may be 

of interest to you. As always, please refer to SPIRE for the most current class information, and contact the course 

instructor directly for permission to enroll. This is just a sampling of courses from outside the History Department 

that may be of interest to our graduate students. Please see Spire and/or departmental websites to see what other 

courses are available.  

 


