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Courses that will satisfy the non-western requirement: 
 

HIST 111 World History since 1500 
HIST 112 Introduction to World Religions 
HIST 121 Modern Latin America (Latin America: National Period) 
HIST 247 Empire, Race, and the Philippines  
HIST 297AE History of the Ancient Near East and Egypt 
HIST 346 China in the 20th and 21st Century 
HIST 354 History of Mexico 
HIST 394AI Age of the Crusades 
HIST 394TI Mongol & Turkish Empires 
HIST 397CL City, Industry, and Labor in Colonial India 
HIST 397LM History of Shi'I Islam 

 
 
 

Courses the will satisfy the pre-1500 requirement: 
 

HIST 100 Western Thought to 1600 
HIST 112 Introduction to World Religions 
HIST 297AE History of Ancient Near East and Egypt 
HIST 204 Ancient Rome 
HIST 302 Early Middle Ages 300-1100  
HIST 394AI Age of the Crusades 
HIST 394TI Mongol & Turkish Empires 

  
 
  

Courses that will satisfy the Integrated Experience (I.E.) General Education requirement: 
 
HIST 394AI Age of the Crusades 
HIST 394TI Mongol & Turkish Empires 
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100 Western Thought to 1600 
(HS) M. Roblee 
MW 1:25-2:15 (plus discussion) 
This course examines landmark texts and ideas which have shaped European civilization. The course begins with the 
ancient Mediterranean and ends with the Protestant Reformation. Readings include Homer, Plato, the Hebrew Bible, the 
New Testament, the Qur’an, chivalric literature, and writings from the Renaissance and Reformation. In keeping with its 
title, the course is about ideas more than events but it also reveals how ideas have shaped major events. Furthermore, we 
will learn about the history of the idea of the West and surrounding debates. An exploration of special topics and problems 
in the premodern world will include race, religion, gender and sexuality, bodies, disease, and the more-than-human world. 
 
101 Western Thought Since 1600 
(HS) J. Olsen 
MW 11:15-12:05 (plus discussion) 
This course is devoted to the history of the Western world from the seventeenth century to the present. We will explore 
topics including political ideologies, scientific innovations, revolutions and war, industrialization, nationalism and 
imperialism, and gender and popular culture. The course has two main goals: first, to provide you with a broad overview 
of ideas and events throughout the period, and second, to introduce you to the methods and skills of the discipline of 
history. Assignments may include exams, papers and multiple short writing assignments.  
 
111 World History since 1500 
(HS, DG) B. Ogilvie 
MW 9:05-9:55 (plus discussion) 
The goal of the course is to understand the development of key aspects of world history from the late fifteenth to the late 
twentieth centuries. The course examines human interaction in specific situations developing through time, including the 
development of significant social, political, or economic institutions or ideologies. Students are exposed to historically 
important events, developments, or processes as a way of teaching them to understand the present and direct their futures 
as well as gain an awareness of and appreciation for an historical perspective. The readings of the course include a variety 
of primary and secondary sources in order to better analyze and understand the diversity of global norms and values and 
the way they change over time.  The course work emphasizes the development of critical thinking and writing skills. 
Assignments may include exams, multiple written assignments and engagement with the course materials and topics. This 
course fulfills the non-western requirement for history majors and the historical studies and social and cultural diversity 
(HSDG) portion of the General Education program. Lecture and Discussion section, 4 credits. 
 
 
112 Introduction to World Religions  
(DG, I) T. Hart 
MW 12:20-1:10 (plus discussion) 
Religions may have divine origins, but religious belief and practice, like everything else human, have their own histories. 
This course has three goals. First, we consider how the west came to understand and define religion. Second, we turn to 
the origins and development of some of the world’s major religions: Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, and 
Islam. Finally, we will consider the new religions of the twentieth century, the confrontations and conversations between 
different religions, and the processes and effects of secularization. We will examine not only religious belief but also 
ritual practice and the place of religion in today’s society. Understanding why we think about religion in the ways that we 
do, the history of religions, and issues of importance to the practice of religion today is a vital part of being a citizen of a 
democracy in this global age.   
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112H Introduction to World Religions (Honors) 
(DG, I) S. Ware 
TuTh 4:00-5:15 
This class introduces students to the history, geography, beliefs, daily life, Scripture, art and architecture of religions 
around the world. The most populous historical religions (Buddhism, Hinduism, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam) 
will be foci. We will also get acquainted briefly with smaller religions that the populous traditions encounter in their 
historical trajectories across other cultures: Sikhism, Jainism, Shinto, Confucianism, Taoism, and Zoroastrianism.   
 Each tradition is considered as a product of forces in a particular place and time – and as agents of change as they 
spread on the tails of military, economic, and philosophical movements. The major religions will be studied in the two 
families in which they have arisen: first Indus Valley traditions, then Middle Eastern traditions – each family then 
spreading to other regions. Students will be responsible for learning detailed country maps.  
 
151 U.S. History since 1876 
(HS) D. Glassberg 
MW 10:10-11:00 (plus discussion) 
This course introduces students to key themes in United States history from the late nineteenth century to the early 
twenty-first century. In particular, we will examine how war, migration, and struggles over race, gender, 
industrial capitalism, and the environment shaped modern American politics and society.  We will also explore the United 
States' emergence as a global superpower and the implications of this development for world history. (Gen. Ed. HS) 
 
 
154 Social Change in the 1960s 
(HS, DG) C. Appy 
MW 9:05-9:55  (plus discussion) 
This course examines the "Long Sixties" (1954-1975), a period of extraordinary social and political activism, a time when 
every form of authority was challenged—military, political, corporate, racial, religious, patriarchal, educational, parental, 
and more. We will explore the movements that defined this era: the civil rights and Black Power movements, the student 
New Left and the anti-Vietnam War movements; the gender and sexual liberation movements; the environmental 
movement; and the freedom struggles of Asian Americans, Latinx, and Native Americans. We will also examine the rise 
of “movement conservatism.” What were the goals, strategies, achievements, and legacies of each? (Gen.Ed. HS, DU)  
 
155 From Empires to Nations: The Making of the Atlantic World, 1400-1800 
(HS, DG) G. Aubert 
MW 12:20-1:10  (plus discussion) 
The transformation of the Atlantic World from a world of empires into one of nation-states through examining the 
interactions between Africans, American Natives, and Europeans from the fifteenth through the end of the eighteenth 
century. (Gen. Ed. HS, DG) 
 
 
170 Indigenous Peoples of North America   
(HS, DU)  A. Nash 
TuTh 4:00-4:50 (plus discussion) 
The diverse histories of indigenous peoples in North America from their origins to the present. Focus on indigenous 
perspectives, examining social, economic, and political issues experienced by indigenous peoples. Emphasis on diversity, 
continuity, change, and self-determination.  
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181 History Western Science & Technology II  
(HS) E. Hamilton 
MW 10:10-11:00 (plus discussion) 
Science in the modern world from the Enlightenment to the Cold War. Key scientific issues of the modern age, the social 
organization of science, the place of the scientific community in larger social and cultural context, and the expanding 
relationship between science and modern technology.  
 
 
204 Ancient Rome 
(HS) T. Hart 
MW 2:30-3:45 
This course follows the history of the Roman people from the founding of the city by Romulus in 753 BCE to the 
conversion of the emperor Constantine to Christianity in 312 CE. We will examine how Roman authors, archaeology, 
coins, sculpture, and human remains help us understand the Roman past in all its diversity. 
 
241 The Irish Experience 
(HS) L. McNeil 
TuTh 10:00-11:15 
This course will examine the economic, political and social developments in Ireland, from the Act of Union to "the 
Troubles" in Northern Ireland.  In particular we will focus on the divisive issues of land ownership, religious sectarianism 
and the articulation of a national identity as we chart Ireland's progress towards independence.  We will also discuss Irish 
emigration to America, and the influence of Irish-American nationalism on Irish political movements. 
 
242H American Family in Historical Perspectives (Honors) 
(HS, DU) M. Yoder 
TuTh 4:00-5:15 
Since the 1960s, Americans have experienced rapid and potentially disorienting changes in marriage and reproduction, in 
expectations of the family, and in the relationship between work life and home life. In this course we will take an 
historical and cross-cultural approach to studying these changes. Exploring the ways in which economic and political 
structures have affected the family since the period of European colonization, we will also examine the roles played by 
race, ethnic origin, immigration, and structural inequality in shaping familial differences. In the final weeks of the 
semester, we will employ this historical perspective as we examine questions about new definitions of family, the 
household division of labor, and the relationship between society and the family in the postindustrial and increasingly 
globalized environment of the late 20th and early 21st centuries.  
 
 
247 Empire, Race, and the Philippines 
(HS, DG) R. Chu 
TuTh 1:00-2:15  

What is an empire? Is the United States an empire? If so, what makes it and how did it become an empire? What 
is colonialism? How is it different from colonization? These are just some of the questions we are dealing with throughout 
the semester. We are going to learn about the concept of “empire” (and all its related themes and topics such as 
colonialism, globalization, race, etc.) through the lens of Philippine colonial history. This course therefore provides you 
with a chance to learn about not only the way empires are created and operate but also the culture and history of a non-
U.S./non-Western country.   

Why the Philippines? Due to its long colonial past, the Philippines is in a unique position to give us an idea of 
how colonialism worked/works. The country was colonized three times (!), first by Spain (1565-1898), then the U.S. 
(1898-1946), and finally by Japan (1942-1945), with a brief interlude by the British from 1762-1764. Furthermore, 
although it was the U.S.’ largest overseas and formal colony, little has been taught about this history of U.S. colonization 
of the country, hence, creating a gap in our understanding of U.S. history.   
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265 US LGBT and Queer History 
(HS DU) S. Olmstead 
TuTh 11:30-12:45 
This course explores how queer individuals and members of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) 
communities have influenced the social, cultural, economic, and political landscape in United States history. With a focus 
on the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, the course covers topics such as the criminalization of same-sex acts, cross-
dressing, industrialization and urbanization, feminism, the construction of the homo/heterosexual binary, transsexuality 
and the "lavender scare" during the Cold War, the homophile, gay liberation, and gay rights movements, HIV/AIDS, and 
(im)migration. We will often look to examples from the present to better explore change over time and the modes and 
influences that shape both current and past understandings of gender and sexual difference. (Gen. Ed. HS, DU) 
 
275 The Craft of History 
J. Heuer  
TuTh 11:30-12:45 
This course provides history majors with an introduction to the philosophy of history, historical methodology, and general 
schools of historiography. We will consider how historians inside and outside the academy pose questions, and how they 
find, select, evaluate, interpret, and analyze evidence in order to propose answers to those questions. Finally, we will 
reflect as well upon questions about the purposes and goals of both studying and writing history. 
 
280 History of Baseball in America  
(HS)  J. Wolfe 
MW 1:25-2:15 (plus discussion) 
A view of American history 1840 to the present through the eyes of our national pastime including labor battles between 
owners and players, famous Managers and Commissioners, legendary players and their accomplishments, struggles of 
minorities, women and immigrants, legislature and judicial involvement in baseball, and the Steroid era. 
 
297AE History of the Ancient Near East and Egypt 
T. Hart 
MW 4:00-5:15 
This course explores the history of the Ancient Near East and Egypt from the development of agriculture and settled 
society (c. 9000 BCE) to the rise of the Achaemenid Persian empire (c. 500 BCE).  The societies that developed along the 
Nile and in the so-called Fertile Crescent gave rise to some of the world?s earliest cities, invented writing systems for 
bureaucracy, business, and literature, and created religions and principles of law with far-reaching influence.  Covering 
the major civilizations of ancient Mesopotamia, Anatolia, the Levant, and Egypt, this class is for any student interested in 
the process of state formation, and also offers crucial background for those intending to pursue future study of the Greco-
Roman Mediterranean or the later societies of Persia and the Islamic world. 
 
297DN Diasporic Nationalism 
D. Tsahor 
TuTh 10:00-11:15 
Over the past two centuries, nation-states have regulated the global geography to units of belonging and have 
been commonly accepted as significant definers of collective identities. Today, the status of the nation-state is 
overwhelmingly strong to the degree that it is difficult to imagine alternative political structures or competing 
mechanisms in the shaping of identities. In this course, we will examine the reasons for the rise of the nation-
state and the significance of national territory in shaping social bonds and symbolic orders. We will learn about 
historical attempts to present compelling alternatives to the nation-state of trans-national networks of solidary 
and non-territorial national movements. We will examine how diasporic societies—like Jewish communities in 
Eastern Europe and Armenian communities in Latin America—created cultural enclaves with a degree of 
political autonomy and how these autonomies—like communities of Kurdish returnees—have induced social 
change in the national territory. We will then question if models of diasporic cultural autonomies can offer a 
viable alternative to the nation-state in the 21st century. 
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298/UMASS 298 – INTERNSHIPS!!! 
For inquiries, email internships@history.umass.edu or visit the Internships office at Herter 622 
Practicum, mandatory pass/fail credits.  Are you interested in exploring history related work, gaining job experience, 
establishing career contacts, building your resume, and developing professional confidence?  Through an internship you 
can do all this while earning academic credit.  Internships can be conducted locally, regionally, or nationally, and some 
paid positions are available.  You can hold an internship in history or other fields, and the department’s internship advisor 
can help you find one that works with your interest and schedule.  1-9 credits depending on number of hours worked 
 
 
302 Early Middle Ages 300-1100 
A. Taylor 
TuTh 1:00-2:15 
Focusing on the religious and intellectual history of Western Europe, this course explores aspects of medieval culture in 
western and northern Europe up to the end of the first millennium. Topics and themes include the synthesis of Christian 
and pagan traditions, competing sources and forms of authority, and the development of religious movements. Most Early 
Medieval documentary sources are written by elite Christian men – we will also try to reconstruct the voices and 
experiences of other groups.   
 
 
315 Russian Empire  
A. Altstadt 
TuTh 10:00-11:15 
This course is a history of the Russian Empire as a multi-national state. After grounding the study in the 10th century, we 
will examine political, economic and cultural trends to the creation of the empire around 1700. In the imperial period, we 
will examine tensions between autocracy and reform, culminating in 19th century debates and revolutionary thought. We 
will end with the Russian revolutions of 1905 and 1917. 
 
 
346 China in the 20th and 21st Century 
S. Schmalzer 
TuTh 11:30-12:45 
China began the twentieth century with a Manchu emperor and ended it with a communist party committed to “market 
socialism.”  The course will begin with several weeks devoted to the basic historical narrative that explains this enormous 
transformation.  We will then focus on key readings that illustrate such important themes as nationalism, socialism, 
globalization, and struggles for democracy and labor reform.  Requirements include one short test, several short papers, 
and a final project in which students use a topic of their own choosing (for example, sex, sports, science…) as a “window” 
onto the main themes of Chinese history from 1900 to today. 
 
 
349H Euro Hist Sex & Society (Honors)  
J. Heuer 
TuTh 2:30-3:45 
This honors course examines the social organization and cultural construction of gender and sexuality.  We will look at 
how women and men experienced the dramatic changes that have affected Europe since 1789 and consider how much 
these developments were themselves influenced by ideas about masculinity and femininity.  We will explore topics such 
as revolutionary definitions of citizenship; changing patterns of work and family life; fin-de-siecle links between crime, 
madness, and sexual perversion; the fascist cult of the body; battle grounds and home fronts during the world wars; 
gendered aspects of nationalism and European colonialism, and the sexual revolution of the post-war era. 
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354 History of Mexico 
K. Young 
TuTh 2:30-3:45 
This course traces the history of Mexican society, politics, and culture from the late 18th century to the present. The first 
half analyzes the turbulent formation of Mexico, the legacies of Spanish colonialism, peasant uprisings of the 19th 
century, and the origins and course of the famous Revolution of 1910. The second half focuses on the century since the 
revolution, including the consolidation of a conservative one-party state, the so-called "Mexican miracle" of the mid-20th 
century, the adoption of neoliberal economic policies starting in the 1980s, and the ongoing political struggles of workers, 
peasants, women, students, and indigenous people. Equipped with this historical grounding, we will then try to make 
sense of the crises of neoliberalism, drug-related violence, and declining state legitimacy in the early part of this century. 
Previous Latin American history survey desirable. 
 
361 American Revolution Era 
G. Aubert 
MW 2:30-3:45 
Colonial American preconditions, origins of the Revolution, controversies leading to independence, the role of 
individuals, war period, structuring new governments and society, problems of the nation to 1789. Social, political, 
intellectual issues, and new interpretations stressed. Previous American history survey course desirable. 
 
368 U.S. Between World Wars 
S. Redman 
TuTh 1:00-2:15 
This course examines American life in the 1920s and 1930s.  We will focus on the dramatic social, cultural, economic, 
and technological changes experienced by the generations that came of age in these decades, as well as the origins and 
legacies of the New Deal, the collection of government programs under such intense political debate today.  
 
 
373 American Thought & Culture II 
(HS) J. Fronc 
TuTh 10:00-11:15 
This course examines aspects of American social, cultural, and intellectual history from the period of Reconstruction to 
the recent past. In addition to the assigned readings, this course will explore popular culture (films, television shows, 
music, stand-up comedy) as a venue for political and social commentary. Students can expect to write approximately 2 
short papers and produce a final research project for their grade. (Gen.Ed. HS; 4 credits) 
 
 
382 City in Modern U.S. 
B. Whetstone 
MWF 1:25-2:15 
This course will examine the development of the modern American city from the late nineteenth century to the present 
day. In particular, this course will situate the role of a diverse constellation 
of actors in shaping the urban built environment and resultant struggles over power and equity. In doing so, this course 
will examine how the emergence of the “modern” city reshaped and remade ideologies of race, sex, gender, nationality, 
and citizenship. Students will explore common themes in U.S. urban history, including racial segregation and apartheid, 
suburbanization, the growth of mass incarceration, the “urban crisis,” and the contemporary neoliberal cityscape. 
Additionally, this course will remain attentive to cities as places of transnational migration and movement, as spaces 
shaped by state and federal policy, and as sites of intensely local struggles for belonging and redistributive justice. 
 
 
 
 



 9 

 
 
 
 
 
  
387 The Holocaust 
(HS, DG) J. Skolnik 
TuTh 2:30-3:20 (plus discussion) 
This course explores the causes and consequences of what was arguably the most horrific event in all of history. Topics 
include both the long-term origins of the Holocaust in European racism and anti-Semitism and the more immediate origins 
in the dynamics of the Nazi state and the war against the Soviet Union. Particular attention will be given to the debates 
and controversies, including the motivations of German and non-German perpetrators, bystanders, and collaborations, the 
place of the Jew and non-Jews in Holocaust historiography, the continuities of racism and genocide and their 
comparability, and the consequences of the Holocaust for memory and world politics. 
 
392E The U.S. in Latin America 
K. Young 
TuTh 11:30-12:45 
Why has the U.S. government intervened so constantly in Latin America, and with what consequences? How have Latin 
Americans responded? We will assess the role of the U.S. government and military but also that of corporations, financial 
institutions, NGOs, and the U.S. public. While these foreign actors have wielded tremendous power in the region, they 
have always operated within contexts partially defined by Latin Americans – an incredibly diverse population including 
presidents, dictators, militaries, landlords, industrialists, the middle class, wage workers, slaves, peasant farmers, LGBTQ 
activists, migrants, and hundreds of ethnic groups. The course places a special focus on primary sources, ranging from 
declassified government documents to testimonies from people who have opposed U.S. policies.  
 
394AI Age of the Crusades 
(IE) A. Broadbridge 
MW 1:25-2:15 
Students will study the history of the Age of the Crusades (1090s-1290s). They will cover the eight major crusades to the 
Middle East and North Africa, including personalities, ideologies, and military and logistical challenges on both sides. 
They will investigate the European Crusaders, as well as the Muslims, Christians and Jews who were "Crusaded Against", 
and the cultural interactions among them all. Student will also examine Crusades in Europe.  For the IE, students will 
reflect on themselves as students and history majors, on their college careers so far, and on what they have learned in their 
college careers. They will then make connections between these reflections and the diverse topics we cover in Crusades 
era history. This will be through a special paper, on two of four response papers, on both exams, and in guided discussion 
during most lectures. At the end of the course, they will not only have gained insight into the class material, but also 
insight into themselves and into their own personal knowledge of the world. Satisfies the Integrative Experience 
requirement for BA-Hist majors, as well as the History Department’s pre-1500 requirement and one of its two non-
Western requirements and Middle Eastern Studies majors. 
 
394TI Mongol & Turkish Empires 
(IE) A. Broadbridge 
MW 10:10-11:00 
In this course students investigate the history of Genghis Khan [Chinggis Khan] and the Great Mongol Empire, the 
Mongol Successor Empires, and the copycat Temurid Empire, covering the time period 1150-1500. They look at the rise, 
expansion and fall of these empires, and at the complexities that make this history so gripping. They also learn unexpected 
secrets about the contributions made by Chinggis Khan's womenfolk to this history, based on new research. Course fulfills 
the History Department’s pre-1500 requirement and one of its two non-Western requirements. In it students will reflect on 
themselves as students and history majors, on their college careers so far, and on what they have learned in their college 
careers. They will then make connections between these reflections and the diverse topics we cover in Mongol and 
Turkish history. This will be through a special paper, on two of four response papers, on both exams, and in guided 
discussion during most lectures. At the end of the course, they will not only have gained insight into the class material, but 
also insight into themselves and into their own personal knowledge of the world. Satisfies the Integrative Experience 
requirement for BA-Hist majors and MIddle Eastern Studies majors. 
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396W IS- Navigating Washington 
M. Roblee 
Fri 9:00-11:00  
This independent study is designed to give students preliminary understanding of how history, politics, economics, and 
the legislative and administrative processes in Washington shape US public policy, and the impact this has on US 
international relations. Students will be asked to analyze the impact of recent international trade decisions by the Trump 
Administration, with a focus on what and who drove these decisions, both inside of Washington and out. The course will 
focus on events that are happening now, including how the politics of the mid-term congressional elections have shaped 
policy. In the process, students will discover who influences these policies and a range of potential career paths in this 
area. Open to Seniors, Juniors & Sophomores only. Apply for this competitive opportunity with a letter of interest 
detailing relevant coursework, academic performance, internships, and career aspirations to Mark Roblee 
(mroblee@umass.edu). 
 
 
397AR U.S. Reconstruction and Reunion, 1863-1898 
S. Cornell 
TuTh 11:30-12:45 
This course examines the social, political, economic, and cultural history of the era of Reconstruction and Reunion. We 
will investigate the forces that drove Reconstruction in the North, South, West, and abroad during and after the U.S. Civil 
War and the destruction of slavery. We will especially attend to conflicts over the meanings of freedom and the federal 
government's proper role in securing freedom for its citizens among freedpeople, white and black northerners, black and 
white suffragists, white southerners, western farmers, and Native Americans in the postbellum period. The course 
concludes with the North's withdrawal from the South, convict leasing, the rise of legal segregation, legal 
disfranchisement, racial terror lynching, and white sectional reunion during the imperial wars of 1898. As this impossible 
situation was painstakingly built, African Americans responded in a variety of ways, which we will study in detail. At 
various points during the semester, we will reflect critically upon the ways in which Reconstruction and Reunion have 
been remembered and represented in history and popular culture.  
 
 
397CD Creativity and Diversity in mid-20th Century NYC 
A. Nash 
M 2:30-5:00 
Students will learn research and writing skills through original research that culminates in an exhibit with public 
presentations. As historians, they will explore the diversity of mid-20th century New York City as a place of artistic and 
intellectual ferment that connects to broader changes happening in the U.S. and the world. 

 
 
397CL City, Industry, and Labor in Colonial India, 1750-1950 
P. Srivastava 
TuTh 10:00-11:15 
This course examines economic and social developments in India during the period of British imperialism (1757-1947) 
with a specific focus on the histories and political economy of urban and industrial development, and factory and non-
factory work. The course begins with broad discussions of the transformation engendered by colonial policies, which 
integrated India into a global imperial economy. We then discuss the makings of colonial cities, patterns of rural-urban 
migration, and the foundation and expansion of jute and cotton textile industries in the two most prominent industrial 
cities of British India—Calcutta and Bombay. We will also examine the features of urban class politics, and how racial 
and gendered perceptions shaped workers’ experiences in colonial India. We will conclude this course with a brief 
analysis of Indian economy in the post-independence period. 
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397JL Social Justice Lawyering 
J. Nye 
Tuesdays 2:30-5:00 
Audre Lorde famously said that “the master’s tools will never dismantle the master’s house,” and yet social justice 
movements and marginalized people continue to turn to the law to advance their social justice goals. From fighting Jim 
Crow segregation to challenging the Muslim travel ban and the separation of refuge children at the border, litigation and 
judicial review has historically been used as a strategy to reign-in executive and legislative over-reach and protect 
Constitutional rights.  This course will examine how lawyers, social movements, and everyday people have used litigation 
to advocate for social justice in the United States.  Through reading in-depth studies of important civil and criminal cases, 
we will explore such questions as:  What is the history of social justice lawyering in the United States and how, why and 
when have social movements turned to litigation to advance their causes? What are the pros and cons of using litigation to 
achieve social justice, versus other tools like direct action, lobbying for political change, and community organizing?  
How effective is litigation in achieving the goals originally envisioned by lawyers, activists, and litigants?  How have 
lawyers constrained or expanded the vision of social justice movements?  What dilemmas do lawyers who are ethically 
bound to zealously advocate for the interests of individual clients face when they are additionally interested in advancing 
"a cause"?  Cases explored may include issues such as civil rights, women's rights, free speech, LGBT/Queer rights, 
disability rights, environmental justice, criminal justice, poverty and people's lawyering, immigration rights, and the rise 
of conservative social movement lawyering.  Prior law-related coursework helpful, but not required. Students will also be 
provided an opportunity to attend the Rebellious Lawyering Conference at Yale Law School, the largest student run 
public interest law conference in the country.  https://reblaw.yale.edu/  History 397JL is a is a law related liberal arts 
course for the Legal Studies major. 
 
397LM History of Shi'I Islam 
H. Jorati 
TuTh 4:00-5:15 
What do we know about Shi'i Islam? Who are the Shi'is and how are they different from other Islamic groups, and how 
did that come to be? What do we know about Shi'i societies in the past or present or about their beliefs and practices? 
Where are these societies located and how did they develop? From its inception to various steps of transformation and in 
its many manifestations in history and in the modern world, the many misrepresentations and misinformation have created 
a sense of mystery about this topic. This course does not aim at providing a final and definitive answer to the above 
questions or similar ones. Instead, we will together approach this topic methodically and critically and discuss various 
issues in light of the available information and in connection with the current discourse. This course offers a historical 
introduction to the development of Shi'i Islam, its doctrines and the societies that adhered to it, as well as how it 
developed through various periods. 
 
 
397RR History of Reproductive Rights Law 
J. Nye 
TuTh 10:00-11:15 
This course explores the history of reproductive rights law in the U.S. We will look at the progression of cases and legal 
reasoning involving a wide variety of reproductive rights issues, including forced sterilization, contraception, abortion, 
forced medical treatment during pregnancy and forced C-sections, policing pregnancy (through welfare law, employment 
policies and criminal law), adoption, and reproductive technologies. We will pay particular attention to how differently 
situated women were/are treated differently by the law, particularly on the basis of age, class, race, sexual orientation, 
marital status, immigration status, gender expression, and ability. We will also examine the role lawyers have historically 
played in advancing (or constraining) the goals of the reproductive rights movement(s) and explore the effectiveness of 
litigation as a strategy to secure these rights. Finally, we will consider the question of reproductive rights versus 
reproductive justice and whether reproductive justice can be obtained through advocating for reproductive rights. Prior 
law-related coursework is helpful, but not required. History 397RR is a foundational and upper level course for the Five 
College Reproductive Health, Rights, and Justice Certificate, is a WGSS elective, and is a law related liberal arts 
course for the Legal Studies major. 
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397WG Women and Gender in Latin America  
D. Sierra Becerra 
TuTh 10:00-11:15 
This course uses gender as an analytical lens to understand key themes and periods of Latin American history, from the 
conquest of the Americas to the present-day neoliberal era. The course will illuminate how gender has shaped social 
relationships, institutions, identities, and discourses in the region. It will prioritize the role of women and how their 
individual and collective actions have shaped and transformed Latin America. Special attention will be paid to women’s 
participation in social movements 
 
 
 
397WR Women and Revolutions 
D. Sierra Becerra 
TuTh 1:00-2:15 
In the twentieth-century, working-class women built revolutions to dismantle oppressive systems and create a free society. 
They organized workers, waged armed struggle, and built alternative institutions. Why did women join revolutionary 
movements? How did gender shape their participation? How did women define revolutionary theories and practices? We 
will consult primary and secondary sources to understand the experiences and dreams of radical women. We will focus on 
historical case studies primarily from Latin America 
 
 
 
398A Practicum – Career Development for History Majors 
H. Brinn 
Tu 5:30-6:20 
This class is designed to help students prepare for life after the BA by acquiring important professional skills and 
perspectives. The class will explore a variety of subjects, including what qualifications history majors bring to the job 
market, the importance of internships and networking, customizing resumes and cover letters, job and internship search 
strategies, and interviewing skills.  2 credits  P/F. 
 
 
 
411 History of Science Activism 
S. Schmalzer 
(HS DG) Th 2:30-5:00 
This course will examine the global history of social and political movements on issues related to science, technology, and 
medicine. Examples include movements for organic agriculture, against nuclear energy, promoting science literacy, 
opposing genetic determinism, for climate justice, and much more. We will adopt a historically grounded, 
interdisciplinary approach to explore the different forms science activism has taken from intellectual debates, to 
professional movements of practicing scientists, to state-directed campaigns, to grassroots community organizing?and the 
different historical contexts in which they have emerged. These explorations will help shed new light on the current 
political climate: we will ask what it means to "defend science" and to what extent scientists, scholars, and activists have 
succeeded in developing an analysis of the power relations involved in so-called "attacks" on science. Students will read a 
wide variety of secondary and primary sources, present regularly during class meetings, write two papers rooted in 
analysis of the assigned materials, and pursue a final project that examines the historical and global contexts of some 
aspect of science activism (specific topic and format to be freely chosen). Students may opt to incorporate a community 
engagement component into their final project if they desire.  
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493M History of Policing in the Modern America 
J. Fronc 
TuTh 1:00-2:15 
In this course we will investigate and analyze major trends in the history of policing, broadly conceived, in the 20th 
century United States. This course is not meant as a chronological survey of U.S. history; instead, we will take a thematic 
approach, each week studying an issue or set of issues through a historical perspective. We will begin with an introduction 
to general theoretical approaches to the study of policing and the state, then turn to study the development of several 
different kinds of police forces in their historical contexts; private police in labor conflicts; the Bureau of Prohibition; and 
the Border Patrol. The course will also explore how evolving ideologies of race, class, gender, and sexuality have shaped 
understandings of what qualifies as criminal behavior in need of policing. 
 
 
497CI Collective Memory and Cultural Myths in Contemporary Israel 
D. Tsahor 
Thursdays 2:30-5:00 
This class examines key issues in the society in Israel by inspecting the way in which the past is remembered 
and commemorated. Collective memory—the ways in which a society uses and talks about the past—always 
reflects the needs and developments of that society in the present. In Israel, collective memory plays a leading 
role in the construction of national and group identities. This class will include an in-depth introduction to 
theories in collective memory as well as an examination of the ways in which these theories are exemplified in 
the Israeli case study. What is the role of memory of the Holocaust in the school curriculum? Why is Yitzhak 
Rabin so strongly commemorated in Tel Aviv, and so forgotten in Jerusalem? What are the differences and 
similarities between Israeli and Palestinian commemoration of the 1948 war? How did historical religious sites 
in Jerusalem develop into tourist attractions? And what is the role of archaeology in the shaping of ideology? 
We will read freshly published studies on Israeli memory and address these issues also through films and 
literature, where we will visit the living side of memory and experience the way the past is taking shape in the 
present today. 
 
 
 
498F Thesis Writing Forum 
D. Gordon 
Th 4:00-4:50 (one credit) 
The Thesis Writing Forum gives Honors students AND non-Honors thesis writers a chance to interact with one another, 
and with the professor, about the thesis writing experience. 

 
 
 

498S P-Senior Bridges 
M. Roblee 
Thursdays 5:30 - 6:20 p.m.  
This course is a workshop and peer support group for seniors in their last semester. Meeting every other week, the course 
is intended to help students enter a career field or obtain their first job directly after graduation. It is also suitable for 
students applying for fellowships, internships, and graduate or professional schools. Supervised by a History Department 
faculty member with the assistance of the HFA Career Development Services Team, meetings will also feature alumni 
guests who will share their career experiences and offer advice. 
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HISTORY 450: JUNIOR YEAR WRITING SEMINARS 
 
 
 
 
 

History 450:01 The First Amendment 
D. Gordon 
TuTh 11:30-12:45 
This writing seminar focuses on the First Amendment--freedom of speech and religion. We will look at landmark cases 
that have shaped Supreme Court jurisprudence and the popular understanding of our rights in this area. We will also 
compare to the constitutional law of other countries. Emphasis will be on 1945 to the present. Issues include flag burning,  
obscenity, academic freedom, Muslim veil, use of drugs in religious ceremonies, etc. As a writing seminar, the course will 
also focus on grammar and concision in writing. 
 
 
 
 
450:02 Collapse of the Soviet Union and Emergence of New States 
A. Altstadt 
TuTh 1:00-2:15 
On December 25, 1991, Michael Gorbachev dissolved the USSR allowing for the emergence of its component republics 
to become independent states. Spring 2022 is the 30th anniversary of the transition of 15 new states from near-colonial 
status inside the USSR to independence. Some leaders in the republics had worked for this goal and others were taken by 
surprise and did not know what to do without instructions from Moscow. The US promptly recognized their independence 
and began to send teams of diplomats to open embassies in each capital city. Western analysts were confident that 
democracy would blossom once people were freed of controls. 
This seminar will study the Soviet collapse – the economic and political weaknesses and reform efforts that led to it—and 
the emergence of the new post-Soviet states, their character, and their challenges. We will read analyses written as events 
unfolded as well as later interpretations.  
Students will begin by writing short papers (500 words) based on contemporary reports and analysis, often from US 
government sources, building toward a longer final paper (about 2000-3000 words) on one aspect of this process of Soviet 
decay and creation of new states (during 1990-92) with the option to focus on one of the new states. 
 
 
 
 
 
450:03 Maps, Politics and Power 
H. Scott 
TuTh 1:00-2:15 
In the 21st century we tend to take maps for granted. Even as paper maps become increasingly rare in everyday life, 
many of us interact with digital maps on a regular basis (think, for example, of Google Maps, Google Earth, and Apple 
Maps), and it has become increasingly easy for “ordinary” people to create their own maps using digital tools. But what is 
a map? How have maps, and the purposes they serve, varied over time and in different places and human societies? Why 
should historians be concerned with the study of maps? And in what ways are maps “political”? We begin by discussing 
these broad questions and then go on to explore a range of case studies of how maps and map-making have been 
connected to politics and the exercise of power in society between pre-modern times and the twenty-first century.  
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450:04 Monsters, Foreigners, and Outsiders 
A. Taylor 
TuTh 4:00-5:15 
Idealized and despised, outsiders, both real and imagined,  define a society through negative and positive examples. By 
placing primary sources in their historical contexts, we will examine the ways that a society represents and uses 
its outsiders. The structure of the class will be roughly chronological, but will also proceed thematically to examine 
different kinds of outsiders. The subjects of our inquiry will be the fantastic – such as zombies, revenants, and wildmen – 
but we will also consider the related representations of real peripheral groups and individuals. We will also take 
comparative approaches, examining the representations and uses of the monstrous in various cultures.  
Idealized and despised, outsiders, both real and imagined,  define a society through negative and positive examples. By 
placing primary sources in their historical contexts, we will examine the ways that a society represents and uses 
its outsiders. The structure of the class will be roughly chronological, but will also proceed thematically to examine 
different kinds of outsiders. The subjects of our inquiry will be the fantastic – such as zombies, revenants, and wildmen – 
but we will also consider the related representations of real peripheral groups and individuals. We will also take 
comparative approaches, examining the representations and uses of the monstrous in various cultures. In the first part of 
the course, you will become grounded in the topic while working on aspects of research and written style. During the last 
section of the semester, you will research and write a long paper (5000 words plus footnotes and bibliography) on a topic 
of your choosing related to monsters and the monstrous (topic is subject to professor’s approval).  
 
 
 
450:05 The Ancient World in Popular Media 
T.Hart 
Tu2:30-5:00 
From the hit video game Hades, to the Vulcans and Romulans of Star Trek, we have a seemingly-endless fascination with 
the cultures of the ancient Mediterranean world.  Even if you’ve never taken a class on ancient Greece or Rome, you 
almost certainly have some level of familiarity with these “classical” civilizations through film, literature, and digital 
media.  In this junior-year writing seminar, we will explore how Egyptians, Greeks, Romans, and other peoples of the 
ancient Mediterranean world are represented in a range of popular media.  By engaging directly with a diverse set of 
films, stories, and games, you will think critically about how popular media shapes our conception of history and of our 
own society, while developing advanced skills in written expression in a variety of genres, from media reviews, to 
podcasts, to formal research-based writing. 
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HISTORY MAJOR AREAS OF STUDY 
 
 

 
 

 
Asia 
247 Empire, Race, and the Philippines 
346 20th Century China 
397CL City, Industry, and Labor in Colonial India 
 

 
Europe  
100 Western Thought to 1600 
101 Western Thought since 1600 
181 History of Western Science and Technology II  
241 Irish Experience 
349H Sex & Society in Modern Europe 
387 The Holocaust 
450:02 Collapse of the Soviet Union and Emergence 
of New States 
 

 
Latin America 
121 Modern Latin America  
354 History of Mexico 
392E US in Latin America 
397ES (number may change) US Empire and 
Solidarity in Central America  
397WGL (Number may change)  Women and 
Gender in Latin America  
 
 
 

 
Middle East 
394AI Age of Crusades 
394TI Mongol and Turkish Empires 
397LM History of Shi'I Islam 
 
 
Science 
181 History of Western Science and Technology II  
411 History of Science Activism 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
United States 
151 U.S. History since 1876 
154 Social Change in the 1960s 
170 Indigenous Peoples of North America 

       242H American Family in Historical Perspectives  
280 History of Baseball 
368 US Between Wars 
382 City in Modern US 
373 US Thought and Culture II 
391CAH Historical Responses to Unique    
  Catastrophes 
397AR Reconstruction & Reunion 
397CD Creativity and Diversity in mid-20th Century 
  NYC 
493M History of Policing in the Modern US 
 
 
Ancient World 
297AE History of the Ancient Near East and Egypt 
300 Ancient Greece 
302 Early Middle Ages 300-1100 
394AI Age of Crusades 
394TI Mongol and Turkish Empires 
 
 
World History 
111 World History since 1500 
112 Introduction to World Religions 
411 History of Science Activism 
 
 
Law 
397JL Social Justice Lawyering 
397RR History of Reproductive Rights Law 
450:01 First Amendment 
 
 
 


