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Fall 2020 
 

Advanced undergraduates are invited to inquire about enrolling in graduate courses. Such 

enrollment depends on the permission of individual instructors who should be contacted directly. 

Questions can also be directed to the Graduate Program Coordinator, Mary Lashway, at 

gradprogram@history.umass.edu.  

 

605 Approaches to Global History                                                    J. Moralee  

659 Intro to Public History                                                                M. Miller  

664 Digital History      J. Olsen 

691P Intro to History                                                                            D. Glassberg                 

692U      Hopes and Fears: Religion, Gender, and Possessions  J. Wald 

698D      Professional Development                M. Miller 

 

The following courses are undergraduate courses in which seats have also been reserved for 

graduate students with an interest in this topic. 

692TD      Truth & Dissent                 C. Appy 

692X      History, Evidence, Memory: The Case of 1948                        A. Confino 

      Palestine/Israel   

 

 

You may take two courses outside the department for degree credit. Check Spire to see graduate 

course offerings beyond our department. Students often find relevant courses in Anthropology; 

English; the W.E. B. Du Bois Department of African American Studie; Landscape Architecture 

and Regional Planning; Public Policy; Women, Gender, Sexuality Studies, and other programs 

around campus.  

 

History 597 

Under the University Numbering System, M.A. students wishing to enroll in an upper-level 

undergraduate course (at UMass or on one of the Give College campuses) may do so under the 

special topics number, History 597, with permission from the instructor and also with the 

understanding that instructors will require additional work of graduate students in those courses. 

mailto:gradprogram@history.umass.edu
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signed by the faculty member teaching the course (turn this in to Mary Lashway in Herter 612). 

Check SPIRE for the listings of undergraduate courses.  

 

There are forms available in Herter 612 describing the additional work to be bperfromed for 

graduate credit; these must be signed by the instructor. Students will be responsible for 

discussing the course requirements with instructors. Please see the Graduate Program Assistant 

about registration to ensure that a grade will be submitted for you at the end of the semester. 

Only two 597 courses may count as topics courses towards completion of the M.A. degree.  

 

History 696 or 796 (Independent Study) 
Students may enroll in independent studies as either History 696 (reading independent study) or 

History 796 (research/writing independent study) with a faculty member overseeing the plan of 

study.  

 

To enroll in History 696 or 796 pick up an independent study form from Mary Lashway in 

Herter 612. This form must be filled out including name, student number, course number (696 or 

796), credits, a detailed description of the plan of work for the independent study (e.g. research 

paper, book reviews, historiography, essays, etc.), and signed by the professor overseeing the 

independent study. After it has been filled out and signed it needs to be returned to Mary 

Lashway to be entered on Spire. Only two independent studies may be counted towards 

completion of the M.A. degree. 

 

Scheduled Courses: 

 

605                     Approaches to World History 
Jason Moralee 

Tuesday, 2:30pm-5:00pm 

 

This seminar asks: what is global history, why has it developed into a major intellectual endeavor 

in the last twenty years, what has the global turn accomplished, what are the possibilities of 

writing across the boundaries of modern nation states, what new types of intellectual formations 

are needed to think across linguistic, cultural and political divides, what are the subjects that lend 

themselves to a global analysis, and what critiques need to addressed when thinking globally? 

Students will discuss several key examples of global historiography to address these and other 

questions.  

 

659    Intro to Public History  
Marla Miller 

Thursday, 2:30pm-5:00pm 

 

The purpose of this course is to introduce you to the world of public history – both the ideas and 

questions that make it tick, and the practical, on-the-ground concerns that confront public 
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historians in a variety of professional settings. The course will turn on five key concept areas that 

inform the world of public history: History and Memory; Shared Authority and/or Inquiry; 

Agendas and Audiences; Legal and Ethical Frameworks; and Economics and Entrepreneurship. 

Topics we’ll tackle in Fall 2020 include efforts to decolonize public history practices; the role of 

the art in history engagement; and grassroots archival initiatives. By the end of the semester, you 

will have read some of the most significant past and contemporary literature in the field of public 

history, and, through discussions in and beyond the classroom, have formed your own answers to 

the questions that drive and shape public history practice. Each student in the course will also 

contribute to a semester long, team-based field service project, completing a Public History 

project for a community partner. Through our shared readings, conversations with guest 

speakers, and your own public history fieldwork you will have a clearer idea of what it means to 

work in a variety of public history settings. 

 

664  Digital History 
Jon Olsen 

Wednesday, 2:30pm-5:00pm 

 
This course on digital history examines both the theoretical and practical impact of new media 

and technology on history, especially in the field of Public History. We will examine how digital 

media has influenced (and is still influencing) how we research, write, present and teach history. 

We will draw on theoretical readings as well as analyze the potential benefits and drawbacks of 

online resources, such as websites, wikis, and podcasts. A major component of the course will be 

a semester-long project that will require students working in groups of 2-3 to work with a 

community partner on a digital history initiative and write a brief reflective paper based on your 

experience. Additionally, each student will be asked to develop a mock grant proposal for a 

digital history resource that includes a survey of existing technologies or platforms as well as a 

projected budget. These semester projects both provide an opportunity to experiment with new 

technologies and to overcome any anxieties students might have regarding the use of new 

media     

 

691P  Intro to History 
David Glassberg 

Monday, 2:30pm-5:00pm 

 

History 691P or History 610: Introduction to History 

 

What distinguishes professional historical scholarship from the other ways that history is 

communicated in public?  What theoretical and methodological tools do historians use to learn 

about the past and make larger arguments about how human societies operate?  This course, 

required for all entering History graduate students, introduces the theory and method of 

researching and writing history at a professional level.   

  

The course is divided into three parts.  Part 1, “Thinking Historically: Theory and 

Method," explores the history of the historical profession and some of the ways that historians 
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have made use of social theory.  Part 2, “From Sources to Evidence,” explores the different kinds 

of sources that historians commonly use and some techniques for analyzing them.  Part 3, “From 

Evidence to Story," examines literary strategy—how historians can present the results of their 

research in an engaging way.   Course requirements include active participation in weekly 

discussions of assigned readings; co-leading two discussions and writing two essays placing the 

week's assigned readings in historiographical context; and developing a prospectus for an 

original research paper which they can pursue later in their graduate careers 

 

692U Hopes and Fears: Religion, Gender, and Possessions  

 from the Middle Ages to the Pilgrims 
Jim Wald 

Thursday, 2:30pm-5:00pm 

  
Did the gravest "sins" in the premodern world involve food, money, or sex? Among the 

hallmarks of modernity were the rise of new social formations (classes) and the 

commercialization of daily activities and relations. Did traditional institutions and belief systems 

hamper or facilitate the changes?  Did the increase in the sheer number of "things" alter the way 

people thought? What changes did private life undergo? Our course focuses on Europe as a 

whole from the late Middle Ages through the early modern era, with concluding forays into 

American colonial history and the industrial world. Topics include women’s spirituality, family 

and community, religion and the economy, commodities and cultural change, and food, drink, 

and stimulants. Case studies take a closer look at Renaissance Venice, the Netherlands in the 

Golden Age, and Plymouth Colony. Located at the intersection of cultural and social history, the 

course should appeal to students studying the early modern and modern eras, and the Americas 

as well as Europe.  

 

698D Professional Development 
Marla Miller 

Tuesday, 5:30pm-7:00pm 

 

"I say this to my past self, and maybe to some of you: the more you take charge of your career 

during graduate school, the better off you'll be. You can get away with some passivity in 

undergrad (just get a degree) but grad school, esp PhD, is entirely different."--Jennifer Polk 

(From PhD to Life) 

 

In this 1-cr pass/fail course, students will explore the many identities of professional historians. 

Historians are professors, preservationists, administrators, teachers, archivists, journalists, 

museum professionals, policy analysts, publishers/editors, and more. In this course, students will 

learn about these different fields and careers; meet with invited guests and potential mentors; and 

connect with resources on campus that support students during and after graduate 

school.  Through readings, discussions and events, students in this course will 1) gain familiarity 

with the range of ways to contribute to the historical profession; 2) identify and develop skills 
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that will serve them in any future career as a historian, in academe and beyond; and 3) explore 

their own goals as professional historians and public intellectuals. 

 
 

 

The following courses are undergraduate courses in which seats have also been reserved 

for graduate students with an interest in this topic. Graduate enrollment is capped at 8 for 

these courses.  

 

692X        History, Evidence, Memory: The Case of 1948 in        

Palestine/Israel 
Alon Confino 

Wednesday, 2:30pm-5:00pm 

 

This seminar explores the topics of historical evidence, reconstruction, and memory by focusing 

on one key event—the 1948 war in Palestine. We shall analyze how historians form their topics 

of study, which sources they use, and how these choices change as a result of influences internal 

to the historical discipline as well as external to it, such as new cultural and political 

circumstances. We shall investigate how and why historians come to different conclusions based 

on similar evidence, and how can we adjudicate among interpretations. The course is open for 

undergraduate and graduate students. Graduate students will be asked to write a historiographical 

paper on a given topic in addition to all other class assignments 

 

692TD Truth & Dissent  
Christian Appy 

Tuesday, 2:30pm-5:00pm 

 
This course, limited to advanced undergraduate and graduate students, is a master class in the art 

of narrative non-fiction that explores Ellsberg's remarkable conversion from war planner to peace 

activist by drawing on his personal papers, recently acquired by the UMass archives. With class 

visits by prominent journalists and historians, students will work as a team to develop skills in 

research, oral history, and the creation of podcasts. Additional work includes assigned reading 

and writing on the history of the Vietnam War and nuclear weapons, Ellsberg's greatest 

concerns, and the legacy of dissent and whistleblowing exemplified by his decision to leak the 

top-secret Pentagon Papers in 1971. Permission of the instructor required.  

 

 

Courses on Deck for Spring 2021 
 

While course planning is never firm this far out, and this is subject to change, as of this date, here 

are the proposed graduate seminars scheduled for Spring 2021:  

 

602  American Historiography                                                         A. Siddique  
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609  German Historiography                                                            J. Olsen  

662  Museum and Historical Site Interp.     S. Redman 

692W                    Witchcraft, Magic, and Science                                               B. Ogilvie 

697CM                 History Communication                                                           C. Appy 

(part II of Fall 2020 course Truth & Dissent. Instructor consent required.) 

700-level               China at War                                                                             S. Platt 

771                        Art and Craft of Biography                                                     M. Miller 

 

 

Additional Course Options  
— enrollment requires instructor permission 

 

You may take two courses outside the department that will count toward your degree. Below are 

several that may be of interest to you. As always, please refer to SPIRE for the most current class 

information, and contact the course instructor directly for permission to enroll. This is just a 

sampling of courses from outside the History Department that may be of interest to our graduate 

students. Please see Spire and/or departmental websites to see what other courses are available. 

 
 
 

WGSS 492G/692G               Gender and U.S. Empire 

Thursday, 2:30pm -5:00pm 

Laura Briggs 

There is an old debate among historians of the United States over whether to consider the US an 

empire; the answer turns, basically, on how you define “empire.” This course is not very 

interested in that question. Rather, it begins with the problem of how to collapse two very 

different faces of the analysis of US imperialism. One is public/boy/policy/official: the military, 

diplomacy, NGOs, and medicine and science. The other is private/girl/racialized/marginal: 

questions of gender, children, race, indigeneity, sexuality. The course, asks, then: how has the 

United States gained influence globally through settler colonialism, territorial government, 

military interventions, counterinsurgency, the rule of experts, military bases, and U.S. global 

markets? What is the relationship of enslavement and debt in the context of the Americas? How 

have scholars in a variety of fields, including particularly history, anthropology, and 

interdisciplinary queer, feminist, ethnic, and American Studies, shed light on how gender, 

racialization, and sexuality are configured and reconfigured in relationship to US empire? This 

seminar will be reading-intensive. 

 


