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To do departmental honors in history, you don’t need to do general honors in Commonwealth Honors College. 
(You certainly can, but it’s not mandatory.) You need a minimum 3.4 GPA after at least one semester of 
coursework, and to do an easy on-line application to CHC after your sophomore year. 
 You do need to take two history honors classes and do a two-semester senior thesis. 

 
 
Classes 
You need to take two honors history classes, which 
usually are marked by H at the end of the number.  
One class can be any level; the other must be 300 or 
above. 
 Honors classes are small—often 15 students—
and give you a chance to delve into a subject with 
other motivated students.  A few recent examples of 
classes: 
 
• 100H: Western Thought to 1600 
• 121H: Latin America: the National Period 
• 242H: The American Family 
• 291EH: Food, Water, Shelter 
• 308H: French Revolution,  
• 343H: Modern Middle East 
• 349H: Sex and Society in Modern Europe 
• 355H: The Caribbean 
• 390H: US LGBT and Queer History 
• 391AH: The Rise and Fall of the Rocket State 
• 393EH: The Intellectual Origins of Colonialism 
• 397GGH: Gandhi: Myth, Perspective, and 

Politics 
• 491H: Chinese Cultural Revolution  
• 492H: Witchcraft, Magic, and Science  
• 497NH: Nazi Germany  

Senior Thesis 
Why do a thesis? 
 It allows you to explore a topic that really 
interests you, not just one determined by a class.  
 This is what history’s all about!  If you’re doing 
history, you should do research. 
 If you’re thinking about graduate school, a thesis 
sets you apart. It shows that you’ve done in-depth 
independent research, and helps you figure out if this 
is something you want to continue doing.  It also sets 
you apart for many jobs, by showing that you can 
take on a big project and see it through. 
 
What’s involved? 
 You work with two advisors: a primary advisor 
whom you meet with on a regular basis, and a second 
advisor.  You choose your advisors. 
 You write a two-semester thesis of about 50-80 
pages, based on significant primary source material, 
and engaged in historiography. 
 You have an oral defense with your advisors at 
the end of your second semester, and a chance to 
present your work publically as part of a larger forum. 
 
Highly recommended: If you are thinking of a senior 
thesis, do your junior writing seminar as early as you 
can! 

 
 

For more information, contact Prof. Jennifer Fronc, 
History Department Honors Program Director, jfronc@history.umass.edu 

 


