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Course Overview 

The purpose of this course is to introduce the practice of public history and its intellectual 

foundations.  Through class discussions and assignments, we will examine the activities of 

public historians and the issues they face in their work. 

 

Public history encompasses a variety of occupations which all involve, to some degree, 

collecting, preserving, and interpreting history for the public. Public historians are well-trained 

historians who may work as museum curators and educators, historic site interpreters, archivists, 

oral historians, community activists, film and digital media producers, or historic 

preservationists.  They may be employed at nonprofit organizations, cultural institutions, 

corporations, government agencies, and as independent consultants.   

 

The practice of public history typically takes place outside of the traditional academic arena and 

its audience is the general public—children and adults alike.  Yet, the two arenas overlap and 

public and academic historians often work collaboratively.   

 

In addition to looking at the many areas of public history, we will examine related theoretical 

constructs like heritage, community, commemoration, and memory, and we will explore the 

many methods of engaging audiences.  Class activities and assignments will include practicing 

some of the basic methods of public history, including material culture analysis and oral history 

collection.  We will grapple with some of the difficult issues of public history, such as:  Whose 

history do we collect, document, and preserve? How do we resolve the tension between memory 

and history?  Should the source of funding influence the content of an exhibit?  How do we talk 

about potentially difficult or controversial topics in history, and if so, in what way and to whom?   

Can authority be shared?  How do we make history learning exciting and memorable?      

 

Course Objectives 

1. Experience public history through first-hand participation, observation, class activities, 

online materials, and discussion with guest speakers.  

2. Engage in debates about issues of representation and presentation of public history.  

3. Explore careers in public history and learn what advanced training is required.  

4. Apply course content by creating public history.  

5. Practice speaking succinctly and clearly in class discussions and presentations. 

mailto:emsharpe@history.umass.edu
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Required Texts 

Freeman Tilden, Interpreting Our Heritage. University of North Carolina Press, 2008.  

ISBN-10: 0807858676     ISBN-13: 978-0807858677 

 

Required Course Material (Readings, websites, videos)  

All required materials are listed on this syllabus.  Most are accessed through the library as e-

journals.  A few essays are on reserve in the library; they are marked with an “R” on the 

syllabus.  Additional resources are located on the Moodle site.  

 

Public History Resources 

The two most important resources are these: 

 The National Council on Public History is the major professional association for public 

historians and its website contains information about job opportunities, professional 

conferences and workshops, and publications.  See especially the blog History @ Work  

http://publichistorycommons.org/    

 The Public History Resource Center is not kept up to date but it offers good definitions of 

the field and the nature of jobs in it.  http://www.publichistory.org/      

 

Other specialized sites deal with particular aspects of public history.  

 The American Association for State and Local History is the organization that unites the 

history museum community, including local historians, archivists, and historic site 

managers.  http://about.aaslh.org/home/.  Its publication is History News.  

 The Association of Living History, Farms and Agricultural Museums is a professional 

organization for people involved with outdoor museums, historical farms, and 

agricultural and folklife museums.  www.alhfam.org   

 The Society for Industrial Archaeology is organized for people interested in preserving, 

documenting, and interpreting our industrial past (such as bridges, dams, mills). 

http://www.sia-web.org/   

 Center for History and New Media showcases projects and methods of research, teaching, 

and public presentations in a digital mode. https://chnm.gmu.edu/   

 Updated resources and professional opportunities for historic preservationists can be 

found at Preservenet.   http://www.preservenet.cornell.edu/  and at the National Trust for 

Historic Preservation site http://www.preservationnation.org/   

 The Society of American Archivists serves as the principal North American organization 

for the archival profession. www.archivists.org   

 The Oral History Association generates scholarship and discussion about the practice of 

oral history and the relationship between memory and history.  www.oralhistory.org   

 

Course Requirements and Assignments 

Prepare for each class by doing the assigned reading, video viewing, and web reading or 

browsing.  Attend every class and participate in class discussions and activities.  Class 

participation is 25% of your grade.   

http://publichistorycommons.org/
http://www.publichistory.org/
http://about.aaslh.org/home/
http://www.alhfam.org/
http://www.sia-web.org/
https://chnm.gmu.edu/
http://www.preservenet.cornell.edu/
http://www.preservationnation.org/
http://www.archivists.org/
http://www.oralhistory.org/
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Short Essays 

Write 4 responsive or reflective essays of 2-pages each (Times New Roman, 12 pt, 1-inch 

margins) that respond to or reflect on assigned readings, guest speakers, and classroom 

discussions.   The topics are these:  

1. Material Culture.  Evaluate this quote as you reflect on your work with artifacts: 

Why do precisely these objects which we behold make a world?”–Henry David 

Thoreau Due Week 3 on Sept. 24 

2. Website review:  Critique a historic site or history program website.  What did its 

purpose seem to be? What history was presented and how?  What assumptions 

were made about the audience? Was there anything omitted that is important to 

understanding historical significance? How well does the presentation engage 

you?  Did the presentation evoke an emotional response? What would you have 

done differently if you had been the creator of the website?  Due Week 7 on Oct. 

20 

3. Difficult or Controversial Topics:  Do public historians have a responsibility to 

address difficult subjects?  Who decides on the point of view?  How is the public 

involved?  What sensitivities are required? What strategies do public historian use 

to present complicated issues?  Due Week 9 on Nov. 5 

4. Story Corps Experience:  Write a two-page reflection on the process of 

interviewing.  Due Week 13 on Dec. 1 or Dec. 3 

 

Group Project  

Public historians rarely work alone.  In that spirit, you will work with a small group of 

your classmates to research and present a current topic in public history.  Early in the 

semester, you will choose an area of public history practice that intrigues you, and you 

will be matched with similarly interested students.   At the end of the semester your 

group will conduct a half-hour class on the topic and you will submit a 5-page paper on 

your investigation. The topics to choose from are:   

 

 history documentary films 

 history portrayed in select feature films 

 gender and sexuality in public history 

 history in children’s picture books (up to age 8) 

 politics and presidential homes and libraries   

 repatriation of remains of indigenous persons 

 

Your grade will be an average of the grade achieved by the team and the grade assigned 

to your paper (5 pages) which you write during the research and development for the 

presentation. In the paper, you will describe how you focused the topic, conducted 

research and made decisions about your presentation.  How was your decision-making 

informed by course readings, class discussions, guest speakers, and discussions within the 

group. What was difficult?  What perspectives or points of view challenged you?   In 
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other words, the paper will provide a brief summary of the work undertaken by each 

individual and how it compares with the ideas of other public historians.    More details 

on this will follow later in the semester.   

 

Deadlines for graded work are firm.  Late work will be accepted, but for each day the work is 

late, the grade will decrease 3 points.   

Grading 

25%  Class Participation 

40%  4 Short Essays (10% each) 

Material Culture Reflection 

 Website Review 

 Difficult or Controversial Topics 

 Story Corps Reflection 

 

25%      Team Project and paper 

10% Quiz during last class 

Course Etiquette 

This semester we will host several guest speakers who will discuss their work and careers as 

public historians.  These visitors’ perspectives are integral to the class; you are required to 

attend, take notes, and ask questions.  Preparing thoroughly for class and listening intently to the 

presentation may serve you well personally if you would like to seek an internship or even 

employment with the speaker.  Moreover, your conduct reflects on UMass as a whole.  Be 

attentive, polite, and inquisitive and leave them with the impression that they will be glad to meet 

more UMass students in the future. 

Academic Honesty 

“The composition of any paper must be entirely the student’s own work.  If the exact words of 

another work are used, even to a limited degree, quotation marks must be used and reference given.  

If information or ideas are taken from another work, not by direct quotation, the student must be 

careful to phrase it entirely in his/her own words, always with credit given to the source of 

information.  Failure to do this is plagiarism and is equivalent to cheating on examinations.  

Submission of a paper which is copied—in whole or in part—from another work, or which contains 

fictitious footnotes, will be cause for the failure in the course.”  -- History Department  

 

Disability Services at UMass 

The University of Massachusetts Amherst is committed to making reasonable, effective and 

appropriate accommodations to meet the needs of students with disabilities and to help create a 

barrier-free campus. If you are in need of accommodation for a documented disability, register 

with Disability Services to have an accommodation letter sent to your faculty. It is your 

responsibility to initiate these services and to communicate with faculty ahead of time to manage 
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accommodations in a timely manner. For more information, consult the Disability Services 

website at http://www.umass.edu/disability  and http://www.umass.edu/disability/students.html 

 

 

Class Schedule with Readings and Assignments 
 

Topic Readings and Assignments 

Week 1  

Sept 8 

Introduction to the 

Course 

The purpose of this course is to provide an introduction to the activities and 

practices of public historians and to examine concerns they face in their work.    

In-class writing: Describe your best and worst experience with history.   

Sept 10 

History and the 

Public 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussion:  What does history mean to each of us?  To others?   Who owns the 

past? 

Read:   

 National Council on Public History, “What Is Public History?” and explore 

the website  http://ncph.org/cms/what-is-public-history/ 

 Cameron and Gatewood, “Excursions into the Unremembered Past: What 

People Want from Visits to Historic Sites,” The Public Historian 22 

(Summer 2000): 107-127.  

 Elaine Heumann Gurian, “What is the Object of this Exercise?: A 

Meandering Exploration of the Many Meanings of Objects in Museums,”  

Daedalus 128.3 (Summer 1999): 163-183.  

 Cary Carson, “The End of History Museums: What’s Plan B?” The Public 

Historian 30.4 (November 2008): 9-27. 

Assignment 

 Select 2 quotes from the readings and be prepared to talk about why they 

matter. 

Week 2  

Sept 15 

Material Culture I 

In-class activity:  Analyzing artifacts from the Amherst History Museum 

Read: 

 E. McClung Fleming, “Artifact Study: A Proposed Model,” Winterthur 

Portfolio 9 (1974): 153-173. 

 Rebecca K. Shrum, “Selling Mr. Coffee: Design, Gender, and the Branding 

of a Kitchen Appliance,” Winterthur Portfolio 46.4 (Winter 2012): 271-298.  

 Connecticut 50 Objects 50 Stories  http://chs.org/50objects/#   (Browse) 

Sept 17 

Material Culture II 

Field trip to the Amherst History Museum,  Meet at 67 Amity Street, Amherst 

http://amhersthistory.org/   Marianne Curling, consulting curator, will be our guide.  

Read 

 Smithsonian Museum Conservation Institute “Taking Care” (browse) 

http://www.si.edu/mci/english/learn_more/taking_care/  

 Basic Guidelines for the Preservation of Historic Artifacts (pdf in Moodle) 

http://www.umass.edu/disability
http://www.umass.edu/disability/students.html
http://ncph.org/cms/what-is-public-history/
http://chs.org/50objects/
http://amhersthistory.org/
http://www.si.edu/mci/english/learn_more/taking_care/
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 "Collections: Our Curse and our Blessing."  

http://www.activecollections.org/manifesto/    

Week 3  

Sept 22 

Collecting History 

Lecture & Discussion:  How is history “collected?”  Whose history is represented?  

What is the “history” of history collecting? 

Read: 

 How does the Smithsonian collect artifacts? 

http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2010/10/how-does-the-

smithsonian-collect-artifacts/64614/    

 Browse Collections by Subject   

http://americanhistory.si.edu/collections/subjects   

  “Save our African American Treasures” event video  http://www.c-

span.org/video/?324291-1/africanamerican-history  (19 min) 

 Explore the American Folklife Center at the Library of Congress.  Follow 

“Folk Music” and “Song and Story and Other Narrative Forms”  

                 http://www.loc.gov/folklife/guide/index.html    

 Artifact Donations FAQ Chicago History Museum  

http://chicagohistory.org/research/artifactdonation/artifact-donation-faq   

Sept 24 

Interpretation in 

2015 

Discussion: How have history institutions changed in the past decade?  Have the 

principles of interpretation changed?     

Read:   

 Freeman Tilden, Interpreting Our Heritage,  25-75, 90-100 

 Scott Wands, Erica Donnis and Susie Wilkening “Do Guided Tours and 

Technology Drive Visitors Away?” History News 65.2 (Spring 2010): 21-

25. 

 Laura Roberts and Barbara Franco, “The Winds of Opportunity,” History 

News 65.2 (Spring 2010): 12-15.  

Assignment:  

 Are Freeman Tilden’s 6 Principles of Interpretation relevant today?  

 Material Culture Essay Due by midnight.  Submit in Moodle.  

Week 4  

Sept 29 

Living History at a 

Historic Farm 

Guest Speaker  Rhys Simmons, Director of Interpretation, Old Sturbridge 

Village 

Read 

 What is Living History?  

http://www.alhfam.org/index.php?cat_id=153&nav_tree=153    

 Rare animal breeds at Colonial Williamsburg 

http://www.history.org/history/teaching/enewsletter/volume2/january04/techtips.cf

m 

 Old Sturbridge Village animals.  Be sure to watch the video showcasing the 

lambs.  https://www.osv.org/gallery/critter-counter-baby-animals-2013   

 Assignment:  

http://www.activecollections.org/manifesto/
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2010/10/how-does-the-smithsonian-collect-artifacts/64614/
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2010/10/how-does-the-smithsonian-collect-artifacts/64614/
http://americanhistory.si.edu/collections/subjects
http://www.c-span.org/video/?324291-1/africanamerican-history
http://www.c-span.org/video/?324291-1/africanamerican-history
http://www.loc.gov/folklife/guide/index.html
http://chicagohistory.org/research/artifactdonation/artifact-donation-faq
http://www.alhfam.org/index.php?cat_id=153&nav_tree=153
http://www.history.org/history/teaching/enewsletter/volume2/january04/techtips.cfm
http://www.history.org/history/teaching/enewsletter/volume2/january04/techtips.cfm
https://www.osv.org/gallery/critter-counter-baby-animals-2013
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 Look at Old Sturbridge Village website and at least one annual report. 

 Evaluate this quote:  “Historical farms . . . are approximations of their 

originals, or more accurately, our generalizations, our hypotheses and 

theories about them. Like any model they present ‘selected’ data and are 

therefore subjective. They must always reflect, to some extent, the 

particular interests and biases of those constructing them. . . . [Some may] 

come to treat it as sacrosanct, indeed to consider it the living past. It is only 

an account of the past, the same as the next model.” – Darwin P. Kelsey, 

“Historical Farms as Models of the Past,” ALHFAM Proceedings (1974), 

38. 

Oct 1  

Slavery 

Discussion:  Is it possible to interpret slavery and the lives enslaved persons?   

Read/View 

 Guide to Sites, Museums, and Memory 
http://www.slaveryandremembrance.org/    

 Boston Middle Passage Ceremonies and Markers 
http://bostonmiddlepassage.org/   

 Richard Rabinowitz, “Eavesdropping at the Well: Interpretive Media in the 

“Slavery in New York” Exhibition,” The Public Historian 35.3 (August 

2013): 8-45.  

 Mt. Vernon’s Slave Quarters, Tour with Curator and Archaeologist, C-

Span, 28 min.  http://www.c-span.org/video/?301057-1/mount-vernons-

slave-quarters  

 Karen Sutton, “Confronting Slavery Face-to-face: A twenty-first century 

interpreter's perspective on eighteenth-century slavery”  

http://www.common-place.org/vol-01/no-04/slavery/sutton.shtml  

 Colonial Williamsburg Slave Interpreter talking with visitors 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LaaXqI2r98s  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aiRBmQFf8_o    

 Washington Post March 6, 2013 article, read comments as well:  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/slavery-is-a-tough-role-hard-sell-at-

colonial-williamsburg/2013/03/08/d78fa88a-8664-11e2-a80b-

3edc779b676f_story.html    

Week 5  

Oct 6 

Online History 

Discussion and Demonstrations about digital history and the augmented museum.  

Read 

 Daniel Cohen and Roy Rosenzweig, Digital History: A Guide   

http://chnm.gmu.edu/digitalhistory/  

 Sheila A. Brennan and T. Mills Kelly, “Why Collecting History Online is 

Web 1.4.” http://chnm.gmu.edu/essays-on-history-new-

media/essays/?essayid=47  

Browse 

 The Atlantic Slave Trade in 2 Minutes  

http://www.slate.com/articles/life/the_history_of_american 

http://www.slaveryandremembrance.org/
http://bostonmiddlepassage.org/
http://www.c-span.org/video/?301057-1/mount-vernons-slave-quarters
http://www.c-span.org/video/?301057-1/mount-vernons-slave-quarters
http://www.common-place.org/vol-01/no-04/slavery/sutton.shtml
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LaaXqI2r98s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aiRBmQFf8_o
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/slavery-is-a-tough-role-hard-sell-at-colonial-williamsburg/2013/03/08/d78fa88a-8664-11e2-a80b-3edc779b676f_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/slavery-is-a-tough-role-hard-sell-at-colonial-williamsburg/2013/03/08/d78fa88a-8664-11e2-a80b-3edc779b676f_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/slavery-is-a-tough-role-hard-sell-at-colonial-williamsburg/2013/03/08/d78fa88a-8664-11e2-a80b-3edc779b676f_story.html
http://chnm.gmu.edu/digitalhistory/
http://chnm.gmu.edu/essays-on-history-new-media/essays/?essayid=47
http://chnm.gmu.edu/essays-on-history-new-media/essays/?essayid=47
http://www.slate.com/articles/life/the_history_of_american%20_slavery/2015/06/animated_interactive_of_the_history_of_the_atlantic_slave_trade.html
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_slavery/2015/06/animated_interactive_of_the_history_of_the_atlantic_slav

e_trade.html   

 Digital Public Library of America http://dp.la/    

 Maine Memory Network http://www.mainememory.net/ 

 Center for History and New Media: http://chnm.gmu.edu/ 

 Old and New London   http://historynewsnetwork.org/article/159694    

Assignment: 

 Bring to class a link to digital history project that impresses you.   

 Is it possible to create good public history with a cell phone? 

Oct 8 

 First-Person 

Interpretation 

Guest Speakers:  Barbara Mathews, Public Historian at Historic Deerfield and 

Dennis Picard, Storrowtown Village 

Read 

 “Classroom Simulations: Proceed with Caution,” Teaching Tolerance 33, 

(Spring 2008)  http://www.tolerance.org/magazine/number-33-spring-

2008/feature/classroom-simulations-proceed-caution.   

 Museum Audience Insight: First or Third, Costume or No? 

http://reachadvisors.typepad.com/museum_audience_insight/2008/07/first-or-third-

costume-or-no.html   

Assignment: 

 Consider when first-person interpretation is appropriate and when it is not.   

Week  6  

Oct 13  

No class 

No class 

Oct 15 

Educational 

software  

Guest Speaker:  Dave Hart,  Executive Director, Center for Computer-Based 

Instructional Technology, UMass Amherst 

 Assignment 

 Groups should have identified project focus and individual responsibilities 

Week 7  

Oct 20 

History, Memory 

and Nostalgia 

Discussion:  What roles do history, memory, and nostalgia play in the presentation 

of public history?  

Read:  

 Mike Wallace, “Mickey Mouse History: Portraying the Past at Disney 

World” in Mickey Mouse History and Other Essays on American Memory.  

Phil.: Temple UP, 1996. 133-157.  R 

 “The Fording of American History” Ch. 1 in “History is Bunk”: Assembling 

the Past at Henry Ford’s Greenfield Village. Amherst: UMass Press, 2014, 

17-37.  R 

 David Glassberg, “Remembering a War,” Ch. 2 in Sense of History: The 

Place of the Past in American Life. Amherst: UMass Press, 2001, 23-57.   R 

Assignment:  

 Website Review due 

http://www.slate.com/articles/life/the_history_of_american%20_slavery/2015/06/animated_interactive_of_the_history_of_the_atlantic_slave_trade.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/life/the_history_of_american%20_slavery/2015/06/animated_interactive_of_the_history_of_the_atlantic_slave_trade.html
http://dp.la/
http://www.mainememory.net/
http://chnm.gmu.edu/
http://historynewsnetwork.org/article/159694
http://www.tolerance.org/magazine/number-33-spring-2008/feature/classroom-simulations-proceed-caution
http://www.tolerance.org/magazine/number-33-spring-2008/feature/classroom-simulations-proceed-caution
http://reachadvisors.typepad.com/museum_audience_insight/2008/07/first-or-third-costume-or-no.html
http://reachadvisors.typepad.com/museum_audience_insight/2008/07/first-or-third-costume-or-no.html
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Oct 22 

Archives 

Field Trip and Guest Speaker:  Meet at UMass Special Collections and 

University Archives, 25th floor Du Bois Library. Guest Speaker: Rob Cox, Director 

of SCUA.    

Read: 

 Visit:  http://scua.library.umass.edu/umarmot/    

 Randall C. Jimerson, “Ethical Concerns for Archivists,” The Public 

Historian 28.1 (Winter 2006): 87-92.  

 Browse website of the Society of American Archivists: 

http://www2.archivists.org/    Read under “The Archives Profession” 

Week  8    

Oct 27 

The Culture Wars 

Discussion: The Culture Wars with example of Enola Gay exhibit and implications 

for today.  

Read: 

 Roger D. Launius, “American Memory, Culture Wars, and the Challenge of 

Presenting Science and Technology in a National Museum,” The Public 

Historian 29.1 (Winter 2007): 13-30.  

 Robert C. Post, “A Narrative for Our Time: The Enola Gay ‘and after that, 

period’,” Technology and Culture 45 (April 2004): 373-395.  

 Tony Capaccio and Uday Mohan, “Missing the Target,”  American 

Journalism Review (July/August 1995)  

http://ajrarchive.org/Article.asp?id=1285   

Assignment 

 What constraints on public history are operating today?  What sensitivities 

are required?  

 Look up 2 public history programs or exhibits on challenging or emotional 

topics.  How are they funded?  

Oct 29  

Sites of Conscience  

 

 

Discussion:  How do memorials and sites of conscience make meaning and what 

role do they play in society? 

Read/View:  

 Edward T. Linenthal, Podcast at the US Holocaust Memorial Museum, 

talking about memorials. (7 min)  http://www.ushmm.org/confront-

antisemitism/antisemitism-podcast/edward-t-linenthal   

 9/11 Memorial   http://www.911memorial.org/ 

          http://www.cbsnews.com/news/911-museum-designed-to-evoke-

memories-without-causing-fresh-pain/    

     http://abcnews.go.com/Travel/best-tour-911-memorial-

museum/story?id=25432337   

 International Coalition of Sites of Conscience at:  

http://www.sitesofconscience.org/  

 Julia Rose, “Three Building Blocks for Developing Ethical Representations 

of Difficult Histories,” Technical Leaflet #264, History News 68.4 (Autumn 

2013): 1-8. 

http://scua.library.umass.edu/umarmot/
http://www2.archivists.org/
http://ajrarchive.org/Article.asp?id=1285
http://www.ushmm.org/confront-antisemitism/antisemitism-podcast/edward-t-linenthal
http://www.ushmm.org/confront-antisemitism/antisemitism-podcast/edward-t-linenthal
http://www.911memorial.org/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/911-museum-designed-to-evoke-memories-without-causing-fresh-pain/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/911-museum-designed-to-evoke-memories-without-causing-fresh-pain/
http://abcnews.go.com/Travel/best-tour-911-memorial-museum/story?id=25432337
http://abcnews.go.com/Travel/best-tour-911-memorial-museum/story?id=25432337
http://www.sitesofconscience.org/
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 Marita Sturken, “The Wall, the Screen, and the Image: The Vietnam 

Veterans Memorial,” Representations, No. 35, Special Issue: Monumental 

Histories (Summer 1991): 118-142. 

Assignment:  What was your personal reaction to a site of conscience? 

Week 9  

Nov 3 

Exhibitions: 

Designing for 

Impact 

Guest Speaker:  Michael Hanke, principal, Design Division, Inc.  

Read and View: 

 Pequot Museum, permanent exhibits 

http://www.pequotmuseum.org/PermanentExhibits.aspx   

 Margaret Lindauer, “The Critical Museum Visitor”  Ch 8 in New Museum 

Theory and Practice: An Introduction  (Wiley-Blackwell, 2005) pdf in 

Moodle 

Nov 5 

 

Groups meet and consult with professor  

2:30-5:00  groups scheduled in half-hour blocks 

Assignment:   

Essay on Difficult or Controversial Topics Due 

Week 10  

Nov 10 

Historic 

Preservation 

Lecture and Discussion on historic preservation with a focus on UMass and 

Amherst.  

 https://www.amherstma.gov/761/About-the-Historical-Commission    

 UMass Graduate Program in Historic Preservation (with Hancock Shaker 

Village) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7QPRN-BVcJs   (6 min) 

 “Know How #3 What You Need to Know about Listing on the National 

Register”  

http://www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc/mhcnat/natidx.htm     

 Massachusetts Historical Commission: Learn & Research Overview.  

Browse State Historic Preservation Plan and Economic Impacts of Historic 

Preservation.  http://www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc/mhclearn.htm    

 20th Anniversary Retrospective of the Massachusetts Most Endangered 

Historic Resources Program 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7fuF864K5aw   (9 min) 

 Colonial Williamsburg podcast “The Color of Paint” (11 min) 

http://podcast.history.org/category/archaeology-conservation/   

 HABS/HAER/HALS  http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/hh/  

 James M. Lindgren, “A Spirit that Fires the Imagination”: Historic 

Preservation and Cultural Regeneration in Virginia and New England, 

1850-1950” Ch 4 in Giving Preservation a History, Max Page and Randall 

Mason, eds.  (NY: Routledge, 2004) 107-130.   

Assignments: 

 In the HABS/HAER collection, look at examples from your hometown. 

Nov 12 

Economics of 

Public History and 

Heritage Tourism 

Discussion on Heritage Tourism 

Read: 

 Cathy Stanton, “The Run of the Mill,” Ch. 3 in The Lowell Experiment: 

Public History in a Post-Industrial City (UMass Press, 2006) 45-67. R 

http://www.pequotmuseum.org/PermanentExhibits.aspx
https://www.amherstma.gov/761/About-the-Historical-Commission
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7QPRN-BVcJs
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc/mhcnat/natidx.htm
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc/mhclearn.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7fuF864K5aw
http://podcast.history.org/category/archaeology-conservation/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/hh/
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 Andrew Hurley, “Narrating the Urban Waterfront: The Role of Public 

History in Community Revitalization” The Public Historian 28.4 (Fall 

2006): 19-50.  

 Marie Tyler-McGraw, “Southern Comfort Levels: Race, Heritage Tourism, 

and the Civil War in Richmond,” in James Oliver Horton and Lois Horton, 

eds., Slavery and History: The Tough Stuff of American Memory (New 

York: The New Press, 2006) UM ebook 

Week 11  

Nov 17 

Archaeology 

Guest Speaker:  Eric Johnson, Director of Archaeological Services, 

Department of Anthropology, UMass Amherst   
Read: 

 http://www.umass.edu/archservices/   Read especially “Regulations” 

 Historic Jamestowne and the discovery of “Jane” 

http://historicjamestowne.org/archaeology/jane/   

 NAGPRA – Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act    

http://www.nps.gov/nagpra/TRIBES/INDEX.HTM 

 National Museum of the American Indian, Smithsonian Institution, Policies 

and Procedures for Repatriation  

http://nmai.si.edu/explore/collections/repatriation/   

Nov 19 

Public History in 

the Community 

 

 

Discussion:  What is the value of community programs?  Do they offer something 

no other institution can?  Is there such a thing as shared authority? 

Read 4 (student’s choice): 

 Ruth Abram, “Kitchen Conversations: Democracy in Action at the Lower 

East Side Tenement Museum” The Public Historian 29.1 (Winter 2007): 

59-76. 

 Stan Carbone, “The Dialogic Museum,” Muse 31.1 (Winter 2003): 36-39  

 Candace Matelic, “New Roles for Small Museums” Ch 6 “Audience” in 

series Toolkit for Small Museums (Nashville: AASLH, 2011): 141-162. Pdf 

in Moodle 

 Felix V. Matos Rodriguez "`The ‘Browncoats’ Are Coming’: Latino Public 

History in Boston.” The Public Historian 23 (Fall, 2001): 15-28. 

 Smithsonian Institution Office of Policy and Analysis, “A study of Visitors 

to a Series of Public Programs at the National Museum of the American 

Indian,” 2013.  pdf 

 Elizabeth Sharpe & Marla Miller, “Artifact Stories: Making Memories 

Matter” in The Caring Museum: New Models of Engagement with Ageing 

(MuseumsEtc, 2015).  Pdf in Moodle 

 “Baltimore ’68: Riots and Rebirth”  http://archives.ubalt.edu/bsr/index.html;   

 Lauren Gutterman, “OutHistory.org: An Experiment in LGBTQ 

Community History-Making,” The Public Historian 32.4 (2010), and 

website: http://www.outhistory.org   

Week 12  

Nov 24 Class discussion on oral history (compare Story Corps with oral history) 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/tph.2006.28.issue-4
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/tph.2006.28.issue-4
http://www.umass.edu/archservices/
http://historicjamestowne.org/archaeology/jane/
http://www.nps.gov/nagpra/TRIBES/INDEX.HTM
http://nmai.si.edu/explore/collections/repatriation/
http://archives.ubalt.edu/bsr/index.html
http://www.outhistory.org/
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Oral History 

 

 

 

Read/Listen: 

 Library of Congress Veterans History Project http://www.loc.gov/vets/     

 Nunn Center for Oral History, University of Kentucky.  

http://nunncenter.org/   Listen to some interviews. 

 Valerie Yow, “’Do I Like Them Too Much?’ Effects of the Oral History 

Interview on the Interviewer and Vice-Versa,” Oral History Review 24.1 

(1997): 55-79. 

 Linda Shopes, “Oral History and the Study of Communities: Problems, 

Paradoxes, and Possibilities,” Journal of American History 89.2 (2002): 

588-598.  

  “Oral Histories of the American South” on the Documenting the American 

South website at:  http://docsouth.unc.edu/sohp/ 

 

Assignment: Download the Story Corps app.  

Nov 26 

Thanksgiving 

No Class 

Assignment: Conduct an interview through Story Corps “The Great 

Thanksgiving Listen.” 

https://storycorps.me/about/the-great-thanksgiving-listen/   

Week  13    

Dec 1 Student Presentations- 2 groups 

Assignment: Reaction to Story Corps Paper Due for non-presenters 

Dec 3  Student Presentations- 2 groups 

Assignment: Reaction to Story Corps Paper Due for those who presented Dec. 

1  

Week14  

Dec 8 Student Presentations- 2 groups 

Dec 10 

 

Conclusions:  The Public History Hall of Fame 

Quiz (short answers) 

Dec 14 Final Project Paper due by midnight 

 

http://www.loc.gov/vets/
http://nunncenter.org/
http://docsouth.unc.edu/sohp/
https://storycorps.me/about/the-great-thanksgiving-listen/

