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OVERALL GENERAL EDUCATION LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
The overall learning objectives for all Gen Ed courses are organized into four categories. 

 
Overall Gen Ed Objectives 

Content Critical Thinking Communication Connections
Fundamental questions, ideas, and methods 
of analysis in the discipline. 

Creative, Analytical, Quantitative, & Critical 
thinking through inquiry, problem solving, & 
synthesis.  

Pluralistic perspective taking [and awareness 
of the relationship among culture, self, and 
others.]** 

Developing information literacy** 

Communicating effectively in writing

Communicating effectively orally 

Working effectively and collaboratively (in 
groups, across perspectives)** 

Developing information literacy** 

Developing technological literacy 

Application and integration of these methods 
of analysis to real world problems and 
contexts. 

Pluralistic perspective taking and awareness 
of the relationship among culture, self, and 
others.** 

Understanding and evaluating the 
consequences of one’s choices and the 
implications of one’s actions. 

Working effectively and collaboratively (in 
groups, across perspectives)** 

 
 
 

DESIGNATION-SPECIFIC LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
The designation-specific objectives represent the overall Gen Ed learning objectives as they apply to specific designations. 

 

AL (Literature) Objectives 
Content Critical Thinking Communication Connections

Know fundamental questions, ideas, and 
methods of inquiry/analysis used in the 
discipline.  

Know how individuals in the discipline view 
their work in relationship to both history 
and contemporary society 

Knowledge of human beliefs and the fields 
of knowledge devoted to gaining insight 
into a world created by human beings with 
important consequences for their activities 
as individuals and as members of a larger 
group.  

Demonstrate appreciation of literature 

Students demonstrate the capacity to “think 
like a humanist.” 

Students demonstrate capacity for making 
comparisons and developing critical acuity. 

Students demonstrate capacity to explore, 
interpret, and evaluate the life of the 
imagination.  

In terms of general skills, ”critical and 
creative thinking; also working with 
ambiguity and multiple perspectives.* 

Demonstrate capacity to express one’s 
thoughts in writing – regular practice in 
writing encourages clear thinking and clear 
expression. 

Demonstrate capacity to apply disciplinary 
perspectives and methods of analysis to real 
world problems (the larger society) or other 
contexts. 

Demonstrate capacity to understand the link 
between literature and culture.  * 
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AT (Arts) Objectives
Content Critical Thinking Communication Connections

Know fundamental questions, ideas, and 
methods of inquiry/analysis used in the 
discipline. 

Know how individuals in the discipline view 
their work in relationship to both history 
and contemporary society. 

Understanding of the production, 
performance, and function, and aesthetic 
evaluation of the arts—visual, aural, verbal, 
and plastic – in relation to one another and 
to the societies that have and will produce 
them. 

Demonstrate appreciation of the arts 

Students demonstrate the capacity to “think 
like a performing artist.” 

Students demonstrate capacity for making 
comparisons and developing critical acuity. 

Students demonstrate capacity to explore, 
interpret, and evaluate the life of the 
imagination. 

In terms of general skills, critical and creative 
thinking 

Demonstrate capacity to express one’s 
thoughts in writing – regular practice in 
writing encourages clear thinking and clear 
expression. 

Students may demonstrate participatory skills 
– projects, performances,  

Demonstrate capacity to apply disciplinary 
perspectives and methods of analysis to real 
world problems (the larger society) or other 
contexts. 

 
 

HS (Historical Studies) Objectives 

Content Critical Thinking Communication Connections

Know fundamental questions, ideas, and 
methods of inquiry/analysis used in the 
discipline. 

Know how individuals in the discipline view 
their work in relationship to both history 
and contemporary society 

Knowledge of human beliefs and the fields 
of knowledge devoted to gaining insight 
into a world created by human beings with 
important consequences for their activities 
as individuals and as members of a larger 
group.  

Demonstrate knowledge of and 
appreciation for historical perspectives 

Students demonstrate the capacity to “think 
like a historian.” 

Demonstrate capacity to express one’s 
thoughts in writing – regular practice in 
writing encourages clear thinking and clear 
expression. 

Demonstrate capacity to apply disciplinary 
perspectives and methods of analysis to real 
world problems (the larger society) or other 
contexts. 

Explore historically important events, 
development, and processes as a way of 
learning to understand the present and direct 
one’s future 

Students demonstrate they can “do” history 
through considering their personal, family or 
community historical as an introduction to 
broader historical events and processes. 
[NOTE: worded as an option.] 
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SB (Social & Behavioral Sciences) Objectives

Content Critical Thinking Communication Connections

Know fundamental questions, ideas, and 
methods of inquiry/analysis used in the 
discipline. 

Know how individuals in the discipline view 
their work in relationship to both history 
and contemporary society 

Knowledge of how society exists today. 

Knowledge of human beliefs and the fields 
of knowledge devoted to gaining insight 
into a world created by human beings with 
important consequences for their activities 
as individuals and as members of a larger 
group.  

Knowledge of the complex relationship 
among individual behaviors, human 
situations, and social institutions.  

Develop Insights about the explanations for 
and causes of human behavior, the nature 
of human societies, the structure of social 
relationships, and the ways in which people 
and societies change.  
 
Develop understanding of theory, methods, 
and results of systematic and critical inquiry 
about individual and social life. 

Students demonstrate the capacity to “think 
like a social scientist.” 

Demonstrate capacity to express one’s 
thoughts in writing – regular practice in 
writing encourages clear thinking and clear 
expression. 

Demonstrate capacity to apply disciplinary 
perspectives and methods of analysis to real 
world problems (the larger society) or other 
contexts. 

Demonstrate ability to question larger society 
and one’s relationship to it.  

Students think more clearly about their own 
human nature and the social worlds in which 
they live 

 

U (U.S. Diversity) Objectives 

Content Critical Thinking Communication Connections
Understanding of the different life 
experiences of women outside the 
mainstream of American culture, minorities 
outside the mainstream of American 
culture, and the poor. 
 

Understand that different cultures and 
societies provide unique contexts for human 
experience 
 

Analyze and appreciate the ways in which 
norms and values differ across cultures and 
societies 
 

Understanding of the dynamics of power in 
modern societies 

Encourage pluralistic perspectives 

Analyze  the ways in which norms and values 
differ across cultures and societies 

Should provide contexts for questioning the 
larger society and the students’ relation to it 

 

 

Demonstrate capacity to express one’s 
thoughts in writing – regular practice in 
writing encourages clear thinking and clear 
expression. 

Demonstrate ability to question larger society 
and one’s relationship to it. 
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G (Global Diversity) Objectives 

Content Critical Thinking Communication Connections
Understanding of the different life 
experiences of women outside the 
mainstream of American culture, minorities 
outside the mainstream of American 
culture, and the poor. 
 

Understand that different cultures and 
societies provide unique contexts for human 
experience 
 

Analyze and appreciate the ways in which 
norms and values differ across cultures and 
societies 
 

Understanding of the dynamics of power in 
modern societies 

Encourage pluralistic perspectives 

Analyze  the ways in which norms and values 
differ across cultures and societies 

Should provide contexts for questioning the 
larger society and the students’ relation to it 

 

 

Demonstrate capacity to express one’s 
thoughts in writing – regular practice in 
writing encourages clear thinking and clear 
expression. 

Demonstrate ability to question larger 
society and one’s relationship to it. 

 
BS (Biological Sciences) Objectives

Content Critical Thinking Communication Connections

Know fundamental questions, ideas, and 
methods of inquiry/analysis used in the 
discipline. 

Know how individuals in the discipline view 
their work in relationship to both history 
and contemporary society; Understand 
relevance of science and its impact on 
society. 

Develop knowledge of the biological 
sciences and the theories that have been 
developed to explain and understand in a 
coherent way the great diversity of nature.  

Students demonstrate capacity to do 
experiments, make observations, record facts, 
and evaluate and interpret data. 

Students demonstrate the capacity to “think 
like a scientist.” 

 Demonstrate capacity to apply disciplinary 
perspectives and methods of analysis to real 
world problems (the larger society) or other 
contexts. 
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PS (Physical Sciences) Objectives 

Content Critical Thinking Communication Connections

Know fundamental questions, ideas, and 
methods of inquiry/analysis used in the 
discipline.  

Know how individuals in the discipline view 
their work in relationship to both history 
and contemporary society; Understand 
relevance of science and its impact on 
society. 

Develop knowledge of the physical sciences 
and the theories that have been developed 
to explain and understand in a coherent 
way the great diversity of nature. 

Students demonstrate capacity to do 
experiments, make observations, record facts, 
and evaluate and interpret data. 

Students demonstrate the capacity to “think 
like a scientist.” 

 Demonstrate capacity to apply disciplinary 
perspectives and methods of analysis to real 
world problems (the larger society) or other 
contexts. 

 
R1 (Basic Math) Objectives 

Content Critical Thinking Communication Connections

Demonstrate numeracy skills (numerical 
information that every person must learn to 
process, evaluate, and understand) 

Demonstrate ability to reason mathematically 
and quantitatively 

  

 

R2 (Analytic Reasoning) Objectives

Content Critical Thinking Communication Connections

Demonstrate numeracy skills (numerical 
information that every person must learn to 
process, evaluate, and understand) 

Demonstrate ability to reason mathematically 
and quantitatively 

Tier II courses include courses in formal logic, 
formal linguistics, computer programming or 
applications, statistics, quantitative research 
methods, data analysis, etc.; course is deemed 
adequate if it is demonstrably useful in: (1) 
advancing students’ formal or mathematical 
reasoning skills beyond the level of basic 
competence; (2) increasing students’ 
sophistication as a consumer of numerical 
information; (3) providing computer literacy. 
Normally, courses will also indicate something 
of the limits of formal, numerical, 
quantitative, or analytic reasoning and will 
discus the potential for the abuse of 
numerical arguments 
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I (Interdisciplinary) Objectives 

Content Critical Thinking Communication Connections

Content engages two or more disciplines in 
the Social World category. 

  Courses explore differences and similarities in 
a “a central topic or issue” from various 
perspectives;  

The focus is mainly on issues or topics rather 
than on academic disciplines and are 
deliberately interdisciplinary in nature; 

 

SI (Science Interdisciplinary) Objectives
Content Critical Thinking Communication Connections

Content includes one or more Social World 
disciplines and one or more disciplines of 
the Biological and Physical Sciences and 
Analytical Reasoning. 

  Explore differences and similarities in a “a 
central topic or issue” from various 
perspectives;  

The focus is mainly on issues or topics rather 
than on academic disciplines and are 
deliberately interdisciplinary in nature; 

 

First Year College Writing (CW) Objectives

Content Critical Thinking Communication Connections

Know basic rhetorical principles and 
strategies for generative writing, 
revision, and editing. 

Develop thinking skills by questioning 
one’s views and considering other views 

Draw on various sources of thinking and 
information 

Work with ambiguity and multiple 
perspectives 

Work effectively and collaboratively with 
[diverse] groups 

Develop information literacy 

Developing capacities related to 
composing skills (i.e., revision, writing for 
various audiences, constructive reader of 
own and others’ writing, managing the 
writing process, copy-editing final drafts).  

Communicate persuasively and effectively 
in writing. 

Compose a focused, coherent text. 

Be introduced to academic writing as 
including interaction with texts and 
academic research as including situating 
one’s own ideas in relation to that of 
others. 

 

Junior Year Writing Objectives 
Content Critical Thinking Communication Connections

Know basic rhetorical principles and 
strategies for generative writing, revision, 
and editing. 

Demonstrate constructive thinking 
(reorganize information to make one’s own 
sense of it) 

Develop information literacy 

Demonstrate mastery of basic composing 
skills 

Compose a focused, coherent text 

Compose in genres valued within a given 
discipline or profession.   

Demonstrate awareness of rhetorical context 
(particularly within a given discipline or 
profession) 

 


