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95 AND 6 TO GO

KILL THE IRISHMAN

THE REVOLUTION WON’ T BE
TELEVISED

(2016, dir Kimi Takesue, USA, 86 min)
Filmmaker Kimi Takesue captures the
cadence of daily life for her grandfather, a
retired postal worker born to Japanese
immigrants to Hawai’i in the 1910s, in this
collaborative inquiry into mortality and the
construction of a personal narrative with
memories that span almost a century. Shot
over six years in Honolulu, this intimate
meditation on absence and family expands
the vernacular of the “home movie” to
consider how history is accumulated in the
everyday and how sparks of humor and
creativity can animate an ordinary life.
Introduction by Shawn Shimpach (UMass).
The director will be present.
7:30pm UMass Amherst
137 Isenberg School of Management

(2011, dir Jonathan Hensleigh, USA, 106
min)
Based on the biography of Danny Greene, a
tough Irish-American gangster working for
mobsters in Cleveland during the 1970s who
stops taking orders and becomes a Robin
Hood-style folk hero helping poor families
while surviving many attempts on his life
and a growing sense of invulnerability as the
notorious man the mob could not kill.
Co-written by UMass alum Jonathan
Hensleigh and co-produced by UMass Alum
Bart Rosenblatt, this crime biopic stars Ray
Stevenson, Vincent D’Onofrio, Christopher
Walken, and Val Kilmer. Introduction by
Daniel Pope (UMass).

(2016, dir Rama Thiaw, Senegal, 110 min, in
Wolof & French w/ English subtitles)
In 2011, Senegal’s president, Abdoulaye Wade,
announced his intention to run for an unconstitutional third term, sparking a youth-led
resistance movement. Three Senegalese
rappers used their celebrity to start “Y En A
Marre” (“We Are Fed Up”). Filmmaker Rama
Thiaw joined the movement to document the
group’s events from the inside as they emphasize the importance of voting, face the threat of
state-sponsored violence, and inspire a nation
with their mixture of political activism and rap
music. In collaboration with the African Cinema
Symposium and Festival.

The producer Bart Rosenblatt will be present.

Introduction by Branwen Okpako (Hampshire).
The director will be present.

7:30pm UMass Amherst
137 Isenberg School of Management

7:30pm UMass Amherst
137 Isenberg School of Management

African Cinema Symposium and Festival

LIVE ORCHESTRAL PERFORMANCE

Organized by Five College African Studies
Council and featuring screenings, presentations, and conversations with leading
filmmakers, scholars, directors, and curators
of film festivals from Africa, Europe, and the
United States. The April 5 MMFF screening
launches this event.

wednesday 29 march

CAFÉ NAGLER

April 6–8 in Gamble Auditorium, Mount
Holyoke College.

(2016, dir Mor Kaplansky, Germany/Israel,
53 min, in German & Hebrew w/English
subtitles)

wednesday 8 march

DECASIA
(2002, dir Bill Morrison, USA, 70 min)
A meditation on life and death, endings and
beginnings, this mesmerizing, sublime,
hypnotic work is a celebration of cinema,
temporality, and the ephemeral. Bill
Morrison’s work is a singular, poetic
montage of decomposing, found movie
footage marked by the swirling abstractions
of nitrate emulsion and cut together to the
stripped-down rhythm of Michael Gordon’s
original modern score.

The family china reminds generations of
Kaplanskys of their glorious past as former
owners of the legendary Nagler Café, a
cultural magnet for Albert Einstein, Franz
Kafka and Bertolt Brecht in 1920s Berlin.
When Mor Kaplansky asks her grandmother,
herself a filmmaker for Israeli television, for
permission to make a film about the café, she
consents, embarking Mor on a geographical,
historical, and genealogical journey of
discoveries that contradict the cherished
family narrative. With great charm, this
original mockumentary interrogates the
nature of evidence and documentation and
the power of family longing for a different
past. In collaboration with the Pioneer Valley
Jewish Film Festival.
Introduction by Catherine Portuges (UMass).
7:30pm UMass Amherst
137 Isenberg School of Management

UMass Catalan Film Festival
Tuesdays 21 march —18 april at 6:30pm
Integrative Learning Center S404
Live performance by the UMass Amherst
Symphony Orchestra, Tian Hui Ng conducting. In collaboration with the UMass
Department of Music and Dance.

wednesday 12 april

DAUGHTERS OF THE DUST
(1991, dir Julie Dash, USA, 112 min)
At the dawn of the 20th century, a multi-generational family in the Gullah community on the
Sea Islands off of South Carolina— former
West African slaves who adopted many of their
ancestors’ Yoruba traditions— struggle to
maintain their cultural heritage and folklore
while contemplating a migration to the
mainland. The 25th anniversary restoration of
Julie Dash’s landmark film that resonates today
as the inspiration for Beyonce’s video album
“Lemonade.”
Introduction by A Yęmisi Jimoh (UMass).
Co-sponsored by the University Museum of
Contemporary Art, Amherst.

MMFF Highlighted Screening:

7:30pm UMass Amherst
137 Isenberg School of Management

tuesday 4 april

wednesday 19 april

NEDAR

HOLDING HANDS WITH ILSE

(2008, dir Carla Subirana, 94 min)

(2017, dir Abraham Ravett, USA/Poland/Germany, 93 min, in English, Polish, and German
w/ English subtitles)

Introduction by Andrew Ritchey (UMass).
Conversation and Q&A with Bill Morrison,
Michael Gordon, Tian Hui Ng, and Shawn
Shimpach.
7:30pm UMass Amherst
Fine Arts Center Concert Hall

Note special location.

The fragility of family, history, memory and
nation are highlighted as they intertwine in
this highly personal film about the lives of
three generations of women in the filmmaker’s family pieced together before they are
lost and forgotten.
Introduction by Guillem Molla.
The director will be present.
6:30pm UMass Amherst
Integrative Learning Center S404

A search for the German teenage girl who took
care of the filmmaker between 1948-1950 in
Walbrzch, Poland where he was born. Knowing
only her first name and circulating a small
photograph taken in 1950 of the two, the
director explores the urban landscapes of
western Poland and the journey involved in
their unexpected reunion that recently took
place in Ibbenburen, Germany. Valley Premiere.
Introduction by Pooja Rangan (Amherst).

Note special screening time and location. The director will be present.
7:30pm UMass Amherst
137 Isenberg School of Management

All events are free and open to the public.

Endings/Beginnings

24th annual

2017
massachusetts multicultural

film festival

The 24th Annual Massachusetts Multicultural Film Festival is
pleased to present its spring season, “Endings/Beginnings.”
Whether art or entertainment, documentary or fiction, movies
experiment with—and at times manipulate—our sense of reality. It
is often through the process of entering into a film and emerging
from it that the shock of a cultural experience is most apparent.
The films of this season’s festival explore themes of the end of life
and rebirth, memory and loss, revolution, tradition, and personal
discovery. Embracing a range of genres, styles and techniques, our
screenings interrogate endings and beginning, in life and in the
movies, proposing that openness to cinema’s surprising moments
may lead us to unexpected places. In so doing, the festival suggests
the power of cinema to engage and mobilize in times of crisis.

All events are free and open to the public.

Join us to celebrate 8 weeks of compelling cinema!

Presented by the Interdepartmental Program in Film Studies at the
University of Massachusetts Amherst. Catherine Portuges and
Shawn Shimpach Co-Curators; Assistant Curators: Daniel Pope
and Barry Spence.
For updated Festival program information, please consult our
website: www.umass.edu/film

The festival is made possible by the generous support of many
departments, programs, colleges, and individuals at UMass
Amherst, the Five Colleges, and beyond.
We wish to thank:
Major Sponsors:

Festival screenings at UMass Amherst are free and open to the
public. Unless otherwise noted, all screenings are held in the
Isenberg School of Management Flavin Family Auditorium (137
SOM) at 7:30pm on Wednesday evenings.

UMass Amherst College of Humanities & Fine Arts; UMass
Amherst College of Social & Behavioral Sciences; UMass Arts
Council.

A one-credit colloquium (COMM 296F) is available to undergraduate students. For information, please contact colloquium
faculty supervisor Prof. Anne Ciecko, Communication, UMass
Amherst, tel. (413) 545-6348, email: ciecko@comm.umass.edu

Five College Film Council; Five College African Studies Council;
University Museum of Contemporary Art at UMass Amherst;
UMass Amherst Department of Music and Dance; Pioneer Valley
Jewish Film Festival; Catalan Film Festival at UMass Amherst.

College of
Humanities
& Fine Arts

With additional support from:

AFRICAN STUDIES COUNCIL
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