
Mount Holyoke College 

Spring 2020 English Courses 
 

ENGL 201 Intro to Creative Writing (200+ English elective)(creative writing specialization) 
Section 1: Mon 1:30-4:20 Instructor: Elizabeth Young 
Section 2: Thurs 1:30-4:20 Instructor: Elizabeth Young 
This course offers practice in writing various kinds of narrative. Assignments emphasize clarity, 
concision, and creativity. Exercises lead to longer work: sketches or short stories. Students 
hone critical as well as writing skills. Student papers are duplicated and discussed in class, 
along with selected works by published authors.  Permission is required for interchange 
registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 211 Shakespeare (early British literature or 200+ English elective) 
TuTh 10:00-11:15 Instructor: Katherine Walker 
A study of some of Shakespeare's plays emphasizing the poetic and dramatic aspects of his art, 
with attention to the historical context and close, careful reading of the language. Eight or nine 
plays.  Permission is required for interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 217GE Global English (Anglophone or 200+ English elective) 
MonWed 1:30-2:45 Instructor: Mark Shea 
What is the relationship between language and social and political power? This course is an 
interdisciplinary study of the global role of the English language. Migration, education, and 
identity are major themes of the course, and we look at how linguists, policy-makers, and 
individuals grapple with these complex topics. This course also focuses on students' 
development of their written and spoken communication skills and is open to students in all 
disciplines. Our approach to writing and speaking may be particularly effective for students who 
do not identify as native speakers of English.  Permission is required for interchange registration 
during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 219QT Queer & Trans Writing (200+ English elective) 
Wed 1:30-4:20 Instructor: Andrea Lawlor 
What do we mean when we say "queer writing" or "trans writing"? Are we talking about writing 
by queer and/or trans authors? Writing about queer or trans practices, identities, experience? 
Writing that subverts conventional forms? All of the above? In this course, we will engage these 
questions not theoretically but through praxis. We will read fiction, poetry, comics, creative 
nonfiction, and hybrid forms. Expect to encounter work that challenges you in terms of form and 
content. Some writers we may read include Ryka Aoki, James Baldwin, Tom Cho, Samuel R. 
Delany, kari edwards, Elisha Lim, Audre Lorde, Cherríe Moraga, Eileen Myles, and David 
Wojnarowicz.  Permission is required for interchange registration during the add/drop period 
only. 

ENGL 233 Nonbinary Romanticism (200+ English elective) 
TuTh 11:30-12:45 Instructor: Katherine Singer 
With the onslaught of American, French, Haitian, and South American revolts and revolutions, 
the Atlantic world, much of Europe, and its colonial/industrial empire were thrown into a period 
of refiguring the concept of the raced, national, and gendered subject. This course considers 



what new forms of gender, sex, sexuality, and being were created, practiced, or thought, 
however momentarily, in this tumultuous age. Specific attention is given to conceptions of 
nonbinary being (of all varieties). Authors may include E. Darwin, Equiano, Wollstonecraft, 
Lister, M. Shelley, Byron, Jacobs.  Permission is required for interchange registration during the 
add/drop period only. 

ENGL 241 American literature II (American literature after 1865 or 200+ English elective) 
MonWed 1:30-2:45  Instructor: Elizabeth Young 
A survey of American literature from the Civil War to the present, with special attention to literary 
redefinitions of race, gender, sexuality, and class and to changes in literary form.  Course 
limited to sophomores, juniors and seniors.  Permission is required for interchange registration 
during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 242AE The American Essay (American literature after 1865 or 200+ English 
elective) 
MonWed 11:00-12:15  Instructor: Christopher Benfey 
Throughout the history of the United States, the essay has been a vital literary genre. From 
religious and confessional essays to personal, political, and satirical ones, American authors 
have explored their passions and hatreds in this flexible form. We will read essays from the 
nineteenth century to the present, with the opportunity to write essays of our own. Authors may 
include Thoreau, Baldwin, Didion, and Maggie Nelson, along with international writers, such as 
Woolf and Zadie Smith, who have influenced American essayists.  Course limited to 
sophomores, juniors and seniors.  Permission is required for interchange registration during the 
add/drop period only. 

ENGL 242NA Nature/American Landscape (American literature before 1865 or 200+ 
English elective) 
TuTh 11:30-12:45 Instructor: Leah Glasser 
This course will focus on the echo of early American narratives on nature and landscape (1800s 
and early 1900s), both visual and literary, in more modern or contemporary works. In the 
context of a history tainted with destruction, and in the face of environmental concerns today, 
we will explore the struggle to sustain an authentic connection with the natural world. Through a 
study of fiction, non-fiction, poetry, film, and art, students will consider the interplay of past and 
present. Does the sense of loss in the history of American landscape influence the approach of 
modern and contemporary American writers and artists as they consider the concept of 
preservation? Were current environmental concerns anticipated by writers of the past? Is the 
history of nature-writing in American narrative a love affair with landscape, an expression of 
grief and mourning, or both? Do issues of gender, race, or class influence the shape of 
narratives on the American landscape?  Course limited to sophomores, juniors and senior. 
Permission is required for interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 251 Contemporary African American Literature II (Anglophone/ethnic American or 
American literature after 1865 or 200+ English elective) 
MonWed 1:30-2:45  Instructor: Kimberly Brown 
This course will examine African American literature and culture in the postwar period as 
American identities are coalescing around the concept of the US as a world power. Specifically, 
our task during the semester will be to discuss the myriad ways black authors and artists 
attempt to interrogate the structure of racial hegemony by creating poetry and prose meant to 
expand notions of culture and form. We will also examine music, visual art, and advertisements 



from this era to have a greater sense of the black experience through various cultural 
representations. Writers will include James Baldwin, Toni Morrison, Ralph Ellison, Michael S. 
Harper and bell hooks.  Permission is required for interchange registration during the add/drop 
period only. 

ENGL 306 Advanced Creative Writing Project (300+ English elective)(creative writing 
specialization) 
Thurs 1:30-4:20  Instructor: Andrea Lawlor 
This course is designed for students already at work on a longer project (a novel or novella, a 
short story collection, a collection of poems, longform creative nonfiction, a graphic novel, or a 
hybrid form). Students will build on the skills and insights gained in previous creative writing 
courses to draft, workshop, and revise a full-length creative manuscript. Workshop and revision 
will comprise much of our time, along with readings on craft by authors such as Lynda Barry, 
Italo Calvino, and Samuel R. Delany. Students will also have an opportunity to meet literary 
publishing professionals. Permission is required for interchange registration during all 
registration periods. 

ENGL 391BD Renaissance Bodies/Sex/Gender (early British literature or 300+ English 
elective) 
TuTh 1:30-2:45  Instructor: Katherine Walker 
Through an examination of poetry, drama, prose, and a selection of the visual arts, this class 
will analyze representations of bodies in the Renaissance. We will ask: how are bodies and 
desires portrayed in early modern texts? How is deviance either censured or celebrated? How 
did literary traditions like the blazon, the epic, and transvestism on the stage contribute to the 
construction of gender in the period? Assignments will center on original research about bodies 
that include, but are not limited to, sexuality, race, gender, social class, or disability. The final 
portion of the semester will look at responses to Renaissance authors in the twenty-first century 
through genres such as the graphic novel, film, and the visual arts.  Course limited to 
sophomores, juniors and seniors.  Permission is required for interchange registration during the 
add/drop period only. 

ENGL 321WD Williams Wordsworth and George Eliot (British literature after 1700 or 300+ 
English elective) 
Weds 1:30-4:20 Instructor: Nigel Alderman 
William Wordsworth and George Eliot grew up in a revolutionary age: the American Revolution, 
the French Revolution, the Haitian Revolution, wars of independence and of imperial conquest, 
and, behind it all, the social transformations arising from the industrial revolution. Both 
Wordsworth and Eliot wrestled with how to adapt their art to these new realities: he introduced 
dramatically new content into poetry and experimented with a startling variety of poetic forms; 
she transformed the various prose genres to construct a novelistic form able to represent the 
totality of British society. By so doing, they forged a revolution in literary forms with the 
emergence of the modern lyric and the realist novel.  Permission is required for interchange 
registration during the add/drop period only. 

English 338 Aesthetic of Racial Capitalism (Anglophone/ethnic American lit or 300+ 
English elective) 
Thurs 1:30-4:20 Instructor: Iyko Day 
"Race is the modality in which class is lived," wrote the late cultural theorist Stuart Hall. This 
course takes Hall's axiom as a starting point for considering the racial, gendered, and 



sexualized character of capitalist domination. Throughout the course students will explore both 
the political economy and the cultural imagery of racial capitalism. One question we will grapple 
with is the following: if capital itself is as imperceptible and objectively real as gravity, what are 
the common tropes we use to apprehend its circulation? Is it the stock market ticker tape, the 
shipping container, or the industrial wasteland? Drawing on writers and artists of color from 
around the world, we will consider ways they offer cognitive maps of the gendered and 
sexualized contours of racial capitalism. Authors may include Octavia Butler, Chang-rae Lee, 
Leslie Marmon Silko, Nana Kwame Adjei-Brenyah, and Ruth Ozeki. Visual artists may include 
Xu Bing, Otobong Nkanga, Allan deSouza, Rodney McMillian, Mark Bradford, Takahiro Iwasaki, 
Anicka Yi, and Candace Lin.  Permission is required for interchange registration during the 
add/drop period only. 

ENGL 361PM Poetry & Image: Form of Identity (300+ English elective) 
Tues 1:30-4:20 Instructor: Samuel Ace 
With an emphasis on producing creative texts, the course will examine the parallel and often 
overlapping impulses of poetry and image-making (photography, painting, and other visual arts). 
We will explore concepts of identity through the work of artists such as Alice Neel, Mikalene 
Thomas, Claude Cahun, Cindy Sherman, Kehinde Wiley, Glenn Ligon, Catherine Opie, Kara 
Walker, Diane Arbus, Vivian Maier, and Nan Goldin. Writers will include Ocean Vuong, Danez 
Smith, Sherwin Bitsui, Robert Seydel, Ari Banias, Safia Elhillo, Gloria Anzaldua, Morgan Parker, 
Layli Longsoldier, Judy Grahn, Audre Lorde, Ronaldo Wilson, Shane McCrae, Adrienne Rich, 
David Wojnarowisz, Eileen Myles, and others.  Permission is required for interchange 
registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 361SW Screenwriting (300+ English elective)(creative writing speclalization) 
Tues 1:30-4:20 Instructor: robin Blaetz 
The screenplay is a unique and ephemeral form that exists as a blueprint for something else: a 
finished film. How do you convey on the page a story that will take shape within an audio-visual 
medium? The screenwriter must have an understanding of both the language of narrative film 
as well as the general shape and mechanics of film stories. This advanced course will cover 
dialogue, characterization, plot, story arc, genre, and cinematic structure. We will analyze 
scenes from fictional narrative films -- both short and feature length -- and read the scripts that 
accompany these films. By the end of this course, each student will have written two original 
short films. In workshop style, the class will serve as practice audience for table readings of 
drafts and writing exercises.  Course limited to sophomores, juniors and seniors; Prereq: 8 
credits in Film Studies. Permission is required for interchange registration during all registration 
periods. 

ENGL 392NP World Literature/Nobel Prize (300+ English elective) 
Weds 1:30-4:20 Instructor: Jerrine Tan 
Alfred Nobel intended for the Nobel Prize in Literature to be awarded to "the most outstanding 
work in an ideal direction." In this course, we will use the Nobel Prize in Literature as a way of 
thinking about the fields of World Literature and Global Anglophone Literature. We will read 
works by Nobel Prize winners such as Kazuo Ishiguro, Doris Lessing, Alice Munro, Kenzaburo 
Oe, and Toni Morrison and analyze cultural and critical theory by Arjun Appadurai and Rebecca 
Walkowitz. We will examine narrative form and cultural and historical contexts, while 
considering what these authors reveal about the changing sensibilities of the Academy and the 
construction of "world literature" today.  Course limited to sophomores, juniors and seniors; 



Prereq: 8 credits in English. Permission is required for interchange registration during the 
add/drop period only. 

 

 


