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ENG 206 Intermediate Fiction Writing: Factual (300+ English elective)(English 355 
equivalent)(creative writing specialization) 
Mon 1:20-4:00  Instructor: Carole DeSanti 
A writer’s workshop that focuses on sharpening and expanding each student’s fiction writing 
skills, as well as broadening and deepening her understanding of the short and long-form work. 
Exercises will concentrate on generative writing using a range of techniques to feed one's 
fictional imagination. Students will analyze and discuss each other's stories, and examine 
thewritings of established authors. Writing sample and permission of the instructor are 
required.Writing sample and permission of the instructor are required. Enrollment limited to 12: 
Even the most imaginative fiction is grounded in a tangible world, and writing it well requires 
skilled observation as well as expression. ENG 206 is a creative-writing course that will advance 
students' fiction-writing abilities by refining techniques of observation. Students will report on 
such aspects as "process" and "place" and will employ that reporting in composing short stories, 
using gathered real-world facts to bring fictional pieces into focus and greater brilliance. 
Readings and assignments will explore the interplay of fact and imagination in fiction. Finished 
stories produced by students will be work-shopped in class.  Writing Sample Required. 
Permission is required for interchange registration during all registration periods. 

ENG 216 Intermediate Poetry Writing (300+ English elective)(English 356 
equivalent)(creative writing specialization) 
Thurs 1:20-4:00 Instructor: Arda Collins 
In this course we read as writers and write as readers, analyzing the poetic devices and 
strategies employed in a diverse range of contemporary poetry; gaining practical use of these 
elements to create a portfolio of original work; and developing the skills of critique and revision. 
In addition, students read and write on craft issues, and attend Poetry Center readings/Q&A’s. 
Writing sample and permission of the instructor are required. Enrollment limited to 12. Writing 
Sample Required. Permission is required for interchange registration during all registration 
periods. 

ENG 222 Medicine & Law/African Literature/19th Century (Anglophone/ethnic American or 
200+ English elective) 
TuTh 2:45-4:00 Instructor: Andrea Stone 
During a time of rapid professionalization, medicine and law profoundly influenced New World 
ideas about what it means to be a human, a person, and a citizen, and how such definitions 
determined the rights of people of African descent. This course surveys 19th-century African 
diasporic authors’ and orators’ engagements with medical and legal theories on issues of 
slavery, emigration, crime and revolution. Supplementing our readings of slave literature, crime 
narratives, emigration writings, poetry and fiction, we study contemporary and current theories 
of race and racial science, the human, non-human, and post-human, environmentalism, 
colonization, pain, disability, gender, sexuality and legal personhood. Our literary travels take us 
from colonial West Indies, Jamaica, and the antebellum U.S. to colonial Canada, Cuba and the 
Bahamas. {L}  Not open to first-years.  Permission is required for interchange registration during 
the add/drop period only. 



ENG 230 American Jewish literature (Anglophone/ethnic American or 200+ English 
elective) 
MonWed 2:45-4:00  Instructor: Samantha Pickette 
Explores the significant contributions and challenges of Jewish writers and critics to American 
literature, broadly defined. Topics include the American dream and its discontents; immigrant 
fiction; literary multilingualism; ethnic satire and humor; crises of the left involving 60s radicalism 
and Black-Jewish relations; after-effects of the Holocaust. Must Jewish writing remain on the 
margins, too ethnic for the mainstream yet insufficientfor contemporary gatekeepers of 
diversity?  Permission is required for interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENG 232 London Fog: Victorian Secrets (British literature after 1700 or 200+ English 
elective) 
MonWed 1:20-2:35  Instructor: Michael Gorra 
The deadly fog that hung over London throughout the 19th century was both a social reality and 
a pungent metaphor for a metropolis in which it seemed that almost anything could be hidden: 
secrets, crimes, identities. But sometimes the fog parts—and then comes scandal. We'll begin 
with Dickens' anatomy of the city in Bleak House; move on to sensation novels by Wilkie Collins 
and Mary Elizabeth Braddon, which contest and subvert the period's gender roles; look at 
murder with Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Jekyll; urban bombings with Joseph Conrad's The Secret 
Agent; and end with a neo-Victorian novel by Sarah Waters.  Permission is required for 
interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENG 241 Empire Writes Back: Postcolonial literature (Anglophone or 200+ English 
elective) 
MonWed 1:20-2:35  Instructor: Ambreen Hai 
Introduction to Anglophone fiction, poetry, drama andmemoir from Africa, the Caribbean and 
South Asia in the aftermath of the British empire. Concerns include the cultural and political 
work of literature in response to histories of colonial and racial dominance;writers' ambivalence 
towards English linguistic, literary and cultural legacies;ways literature can (re)construct national 
identities and histories, andaddress dominant notions of race,class, gender, and 
sexuality;women writers' distinctivenesss andmodes of contestingpatriarchal and colonial 
ideologies; global diasporas, migration, globalizationand U.S. imperialism. Readings include 
Achebe, Adichie, Aidoo, Dangarembga,Walcott, Cliff, Rushdie, Ghosh, Lahiri,Hamid, among 
others. Permission is required for interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENG 257 Shakespeare (early British literature or 200+ English elective) 
TuTh 9:25-10:40  Instructor: Gillian Kendall 
Romeo and Juliet, Richard II, Hamlet, Twelfth Night, Troilus and Cressida, Othello, Antony and 
Cleopatra, The Winter’s Tale. Not open to first-year students. Enrollment limited to 25. Not open 
to first-years.  Permission is required for interchange registration during the add/drop period 
only. 

ENG 260 Milton (early British or 200+ English elective) 
MonWed 9:25-10:40  Instructor: Jessica Beckman 
A study of the major poems and selected prose of John Milton, radical and conservative, heretic 
and defender of the faith, apologist for regicide and advocate of human dignity, committed 
revolutionary andRenaissance humanist, and a poet of enormous creative power and influence, 
whose epic, Paradise Lost, changed subsequent English Literature. Not open to first-year 



students.  Not open to first-years.  Permission is required for interchange registration during the 
add/drop period only. 

ENG 274 Romanticism & The Irrational (British literature after 1700 or 200+ English 
elective) 
TuTh 9:25-10:40  Instructor: Lily Gurton-Wachter 
Romantic writers were obsessed with uncertainty, ignorance, and the irrational, unthinking mind. 
Concerned with the unusual ideas that surface when we are sleeping or spaced out, absorbed 
or intoxicated, Romanticism embraced reason’s alternatives: forgetting, fragmentation, stupidity, 
and spontaneous, uncontrollable emotion. From Wordsworth’s suggestion that children are 
wiser than adults to Keats’s claim that great writers are capable of remaining uncertain without 
reaching for fact or reason, Romantic poets and novelists suggested that we have something to 
learn from not thinking. We will read texts by Austen, Blake, Burke, Coleridge, Cowper, De 
Quincey, Freud, Kant, Keats, Locke, and Rousseau.  Permission is required for interchange 
registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENG 282 Harlem Renaissance (Anglophone/ethnic American or 200+ English elective) 
TuTh 10:50-12:05  Instructor: Daphne Lamoth 
A study of one of the first cohesive cultural movement in African-American history. This class 
focuses on developments in politics and civil rights (NAACP, Urban League, UNIA), creative 
arts (poetry, prose, painting, sculpture) and urban sociology (modernity, the rise of cities). 
Writers and subjects include Zora Neale Hurston, David Levering Lewis, Gloria Hull, Langston 
Hughes, and Nella Larsen among others. Enrollment limited to 40.  Permission is required for 
interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENG 283 Victorian Medievalism (British literature after 1700 or 200+ English elective) 
TuTh 10:50-12:05  Instructors: Nancy  Bradbury & Cornelia Pearsall 
19th-century revivals and transformations of medieval literature, arts and social institutions; the 
remaking of the Middle Ages in the image of Victorian desires and aspirations. Arthurian legend 
in medieval and 19th-century England, the Gothic revival in British art and architecture, the cult 
of Chaucer, controversies over women’s education, and the idealization of medieval 
communities in Victorian social theory.  Permission is required for interchange registration 
during the add/drop period only. 

ENG 291 Lakes Writing Workshop (300+ English elective)(creative writing specialization) 
Thurs 9:25-12:05  Instructor: Amy Nutt 
An intermediate-level workshop in which writers develop their skills through intensive reading, 
writing, revising, and critique. Topic changes annually. Emphasis on narrative writing, broadly 
defined to include a variety of genres, depending on the interests of the current holder of the 
Lakes writing residency. Writing sample and permission of the instructor are required. 
Enrollment limited to 12: What are the principles of great narrative writing? Who are the great 
narrative non-fiction writers and why does their work matter? In this course, students read and 
write narrative non-fiction and hear from some of the country's best narrative writers. Among the 
journalists, essayists, novelists, and poets we will read: Susan Orleans (The New Yorker), 
Stephanie McCrummen (The Washington Post), Dan Barry (New York Times), Rebecca Solnit, 
Marilynne Robinson, Mary Oliver, and Louise Gluck. Four reported stories will be required, the 
last a long-form narrative developed throughout the semester. (E) Writing Sample Required. 
Permission is required for interchange registration during all registration periods. 



ENG 293 Colloq: Art & History of the Book (300+ English elective) 
TuTh 9:25-10:40  Instructor: Jessica Beckman 
Will books as material objects disappear in your lifetime? Or will the book, a remarkably long-
lived piece of communication technology, continue to flourish and develop alongside its 
electronic counterparts? This course surveys the artistry and history of books from the ancient 
world through medieval manuscripts, hand press books, and machine press books to the digital 
media of today. We discover how books were made, read, circulated and used in different eras, 
and explore the role they have played over time in social, political, scientific and cultural change. 
The course involves extensive hands-on work with books and manuscripts from across the 
centuries and sustained engagement with current debates about book, print and media culture. 
Admission limited to12 by permission of the instructor.  Permission is required for interchange 
registration during all registration periods. 

ENG 296 Advanced Fiction Workshop (300+ English elective)(English 355 
equivalent)(creative writing specialization) 
Tues 1:20-4:00  Instructor: Ruth Ozeki 
The goal of this workshop is to help more advanced fiction-writing students become stronger 
writers in a supportive context that encourages experimentation, contemplation, and attention to 
craft. The workshop will include all the traditional elements of a fiction writing workshop, 
focusing on writing skills and technique, close reading, and the production of new work. In 
addition, the workshop will include instruction in mindfulness meditation to help students 
cultivate their powers of concentration, observation, imagination, and creative expression on the 
page. Students will be asked to submit manuscripts for discussion in class, to revise and edit 
their work, and to keep a process journal about their writing practice. They will be asked to read 
fiction by established authors in a range of genres and to lead a class forum discussion on a 
published short story of their choosing. Reading Like A Writer by Francine Prose, will be a 
required text for the class.  Writing Sample Required. Permission is required for interchange 
registration during all registration periods. 

ENG 301 Poetry Concentration Capstone (300+ English elective)(English 356 
equivalent)(creative writing specialization) 
Fri 1:10-4:00  Instructor: Ellen Watson 
The undergraduate culmination of concentrator’s work in poetry, this course features a rigorous 
immersion in creative generation and revision. Student poets write a chapbook manuscript with 
thematic and/or stylistic cohesion (rather than disparate poems, as in prior workshop settings); 
students who choose one of the other strands—translation, teaching, book arts, or writing about 
poetry—complete a project beyond the scope of prior coursework in their area (with additional 
oversight/advice from faculty with relevant expertise, when necessary). Class is run as a 
seminar, and includes discussion of the reading, student presentations, and peer critique. 
Prerequisite: PYX 140 & ENG 112.  Not open to first-years, sophomores.  Permission is 
required for interchange registration during all registration periods. 

ENG 310 Early Modern Literature/Renaissance Drama (early British or 300+ English 
elective) 
Tues 1:20-4:00 Instructor: Jessica Beckman 
Should we talk about literary characters as we talk about human beings? Do characters, who 
are made out of words, have stable identities and legible bodies? This course investigates plays 
that test the boundaries of the human with physical transformations and psychic shifts. It begins 



with a slow reading of King Lear, followed by works from Thomas Kyd, John Webster, John 
Lyly, and Christopher Marlowe. As we test various critical approaches to the idea of literary 
character, we will weigh how well they account for the figures before us, who are defined by the 
mystical, the metaliterary, and the unrealistic.  Not open to first-years, sophomores.  Permission 
is required for interchange registration during all registration periods. 

Eng 333 Blake (British literature after 1700 or 300+ English elective) 
Thurs 1:20-4:00  Instructor: Lily Gurton-Wachter 
This seminar focuses on the visual and verbal work of poet and printmaker William Blake (1757-
1827) who, though unrecognized in his own time, is today hailed as a prophet, genius and 
revolutionary. We investigate the tensions in Blake's writings between word and image, myth 
and history, and knowledge and hypocrisy. Students research the scientific, political, aesthetic 
and social histories of Britain at the turn of the 19th century to understand both his trenchant 
critique of the world in which he lived and his utopian, often apocalyptic and revolutionary 
dreams of a different future. By permission of the instructor. Enrollment limited to 12.  Not open 
to first-years, sophomores.  Permission is required for interchange registration during all 
registration periods. 

ENG 339 Public Writing (300+ English elective)(SPOW)(creative writing specialization) 
Thurs 7:00-9:30 Instructor: Richard Millington 
You hear it all the time: The humanities are in crisis! Literature is in crisis! English is in crisis! If 
the peculiar pleasures and potentials of literary study are to become known so that English 
might be valued rather than derided, our defenses are going to have to go public, to reach 
broader non-specialist and non-academic audiences. This seminar will help you to develop skills 
for communicating to the public about the specific values of literature, literary analysis and 
scholarship, English, and the humanities.  Not open to first-years, sophomores.  Permission is 
required for interchange registration during all registration periods. 

ENG 353 Advanced Studies in Shakespeare (early British literature or 300+ English 
elective) 
Wed 1:20-4:00  Instructor: Naomi Miller 
This seminar explores the significance of women’s voices in Othello, King Lear and The 
Tempest, viewed in conjunction with reimaginings of these plays by women playwrights, 
producers, and directors, as well as women poets and novelists. The course explores how 
women artists have engaged with and transformed Shakespeare’s women at different cultural 
moments, exploring questions of adaptive appropriation across global and temporal boundaries 
as well as race and gender. The course will consider the voices of women of the early modern 
period, as well as modern women authors including Margaret Atwood, Toni Morrison, Suniti 
Namjoshi, Elizabeth Nunez and Jane Smiley.  Not open to first-years, sophomores. Permission 
is required for interchange registration during all registration periods. 

ENG 363 Race & Environment (300+ English elective) 
Wed 1:20-4:00  Instructor: Jina Kim 
What is the role of literature and culture in the face of global environmental crisis? How do 
writers, artists, and filmmakers represent the toxic ecologies of a globalized world? And in what 
ways do the categories of race, gender, class and ability determine one's vulnerability to 
environmental degradation? Through literacy and cultural analysis, this course explores these 
questions as they intersect with issues of environmental racism, racialized disablement, 
neo/colonialism, ecofeminism, food justice, globalization, and urban ecologies. We examine 



literary and cultural engagement with diverse environmental topics: nuclear waste sites, slum 
ecologies, petro-capitalism, industrialized food production, and indigenous rights. Enrollment 
limited to 12.  Not open to first-years, sophomores.  Permission is required for interchange 
registration during all registration periods. 

 

 


