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Fall 2020 
 

ENG 200 English Literary Tradition (British literature before 1700 or 200 level English 
elective) 
MWF 10:5-0-12:05  Instructor: Douglas Patey 
A study of the English literary tradition from the Middle Ages through the 18th century. 
Recommended for sophomores. Enrollment limited to 20 per section.  Permission is 
required for interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENG 202 Western Classics: Homer to Dante (200 level English elective) 
TuTh 9:25-10:40  Instructor: Nancy Shumate 
Texts include The Iliad; tragedies by Aeschylus, Sophocles and Euripides; Plato’s 
Symposium; Virgil’s Aeneid; Dante’s Divine Comedy. Lecture and discussion.  Permission 
is required for interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENG 206 Fiction Writing: Fact/Fiction/Imagination (200 level English elective)(creative 
writing specialization) 
Mon 1:20-4:00  Instructor: Carole De Sante 
A writer’s workshop that focuses on sharpening and expanding each student’s fiction 
writing skills, as well as broadening and deepening her understanding of the short and 
long-form work. Exercises will concentrate on generative writing using a range of 
techniques to feed one's fictional imagination. Students will analyze and discuss each 
other's stories, and examine thewritings of established authors. Writing sample and 
permission of the instructor are required. Enrollment limited to 12: This workshop will 
develop skills for developing a research-base for creative writing and balancing a 
writer's emotional and imaginative material with texts, expressions and artifacts from the 
outer world. We will examine how bringing fact and imagination together enriches the 
culture and sustains the writer, and how to develop a writing practice that will "go the 
distance" over a lifetime. Writing sample and permission of the instructor are required. 
Enrollment limited to 12. Writing Sample Required.  Permission is required for interchange 
registration during all registration periods. 

ENG 207 Technology of Reading and Writing (200 level English elective) 
MWF 9:25-10:40  Instructor: Douglas Patey 
An introductory exploration of the physical forms that knowledge and communication 
have taken in the West, from ancient oral cultures to modern print-literate culture. Our 
main interest is in discovering how what is said and thought in a culture reflects its 
available kinds of literacy and media of communication. Topics to include poetry and 
memory in oral cultures; the invention of writing; the invention of prose; literature and 
science in a script culture; the coming of printing; changing concepts of publication, 
authorship and originality; movements toward standardization in language; the 



fundamentally transformative effects of electronic communication.  Permission is 
required for interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENG 220 Novel in England: Eliot and Woolf (British literature after 1700 or 200 level English 
elective) 
MonWed 10:50-12:05  Instructor: Michael Gorra 
What it would be like to hear the squirrel’s heartbeat, to open one’s mind fully to the 
sensations and impressions of the world around us? The image belongs to George Eliot, 
who in Middlemarch suggested we couldn’t bear it; we would die of a sensory 
overload, the “roar on the other side of silence.” The novelists of the generations that 
followed tried to live in that roar: to explore the stream of consciousness, to capture the 
way we make sense of experience and order out of our memory’s chaos. Readings in 
George Eliot, Henry James, Virginia Woolf and others.  Permission is required for 
interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENG 231 Inventing America (American literature to 1865 or 200 level English elective) 
MWF 9:25-10:40  Instructor: Richard Millington 
This course will focus on the extraordinary burst of literary creativity that coincided with 
the emergence of a new American nation. From its conflicted founding episodes to the 
crisis of the Civil War, American writers interpreted and criticized American life with 
unmatched imaginative intensity and formal boldness, taking as their particular subject 
both the promise of freedom implicit in the nation's invention—and the betrayals of that 
promise: in the horrors of slavery, and in the subtler entrapments of orthodox thinking, 
constricted vision, a self-poisoning psyche, and a repressive or unjust social life.  
Permission is required for interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENG 247 Race/Suburb & Post 1945 US Novel (American literature after 1865 or 
Anglophone/ethnic Amer lit or 200 level English elective) 
MonWed 1:20-2:35  Instructor: Jina Kim 
This course aims to identify, analyze, and complicate the dominant narrative of U.S. 
suburbia vis-à-vis the postwar American novel. While the suburb may evoke a shared 
sense of tedium, U.S. fiction positions suburbia as "contested terrain," a battleground 
staging many of the key social, cultural, and political shifts of our contemporary age. 
Reading novels and short stories by writers like Toni Morrison, Hisaye Yamamoto, John 
Updike, Chang-Rae Lee and Celeste Ng, we assess the narrative construction of the 
suburb as a bastion of white domesticity, as well as the disruption of this narrative 
through struggles for racial integration. Enrollment limit of 20.  Permission is required for 
interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENG 250 Chaucer (early British literature or 200 English elective) 
MonWed 9:25-10:40  Instructor: Craig Davis 
A study of England's first cosmopolitan poet whose Canterbury Tales offer a chorus of 
medieval literary voices, while creating a new kind of poetry anticipating modern 
attitudes and anxieties through colorful, complex characters like the Wife of 
Bath.Weread these tales closely in Chaucer's Middle English, an expressive idiom, 
ranging from the funny, sly and ribald to the thoughtful and profound. John Dryden 



called Chaucer the "father of English poesy," but if so, he was a good one. Later poets 
laughed with him, wept with him, and then did their own thing, just as he would have 
wanted. Not open to first year-students.  Permission is required for interchange 
registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENG 257 Shakespeare (British literature before 1700 or 200 level English elective) 
TuTh 10:50-12:05  Instructor: Gillian Kendall 
Romeo and Juliet, Richard II, Hamlet, Twelfth Night, Troilus and Cressida, Othello, Antony 
and Cleopatra, The Winter’s Tale. Not open to first-year students. Enrollment limited to 
25.  Permission is required for interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENG 275 Witches/Witchcraft/Witch Hunts (American literature before 1865 or 200 English 
elective) 
TuTh 1:20-2:35  Instructor: Andrea Stone 
This course has two central ambitions. First, it introduces themes of magic and 
witchcraft in (mostly) American literature and film. We work together to figure out how 
the figure of the witch functions in stories, novels and movies, what witches and 
witchcraft mean or how they participate in the texts’ ways of making meaning. At the 
same time, we try to figure out how witches and witchcraft function as loci or 
displacements of social anxiety—about power, science, gender, class, race and 
politics. Since the identification of witches and the fear of witchcraft often lead to witch 
panics, we finally examine the historical and cultural phenomenon of the witch hunt, 
including both the persecution of persons literally marked as witches and the 
analogous persecution of persons (Communists, sexual outsiders, etc.) figuratively 
“hunted” as witches have been. Open to students at all levels, regardless of major.  
Permission is required for interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENG 290 Craft Creative Nonfiction-Photography (300 level English elective)(creative 
writing specialization) 
Tues 1:20-4:00  Instructor: Russell Rymer 
A writer’s workshop designed to explore the complexities and delights of creative 
nonfiction. Constant reading, writing and critiquing. Writing sample andpermission of 
the instructor are required. Enrollment limited to 12: This is a journalistic writing course 
using photography as a guide and tool. Students will take some photographs and do a 
lot of writing: blog posts, profiles, and full-length magazine-style reported articles. As we 
grapple with such literary issues as structure, metaphor, tone, voice, and pacing, we will 
let photography interrogate our writing. What can such pictorial concerns as focus, 
composition, point of view, breadth of frame and depth of field tell us? Course requires 
no prior photography experience or expertise. Applicants must submit a writing sample, 
an original piece or pieces totalling approx. 1000 words.  Permission is required for 
interchange registration during all registration periods. 

ENG 295 Advanced Poetry Writing (300 level English elective)(creative writing 
specialization) 
Tues 1:10-4:00  Instructor: Ellen Watson 
Taught by the Grace Hazard Conkling Poet in Residence, this advanced poetry 



workshop is for students who have developed a passionate relationship with poetry and 
who have substantial experience in writing poems. Texts are based on the poets who 
are reading at Smith during the semester, and students gain expertise in reading, writing 
and critiquing poems. Writing sample and permission of the instructor are required. 
Enrollment limited to 12. 

ENG 296 Advanced Fiction Writing (300 level English elective)(creative writing 
specialization) 
Mon 7:00-10:00  Instructor: Ruth Ozeki 
Thiscourse will help more advanced fiction writers improve their skills in a supportive 
workshop context, which encourages experimentation and attention to craft.We focus 
on technique, close reading, and the production of new work. Studentssubmit 
manuscripts for discussion, receive feedback from peers, and revise their work. They 
keep a process journal and practice mindfulness to cultivate powers of focus and 
observation. We readReading Like a Writer by Francine Prose, and short fiction by 
authors in different genres.A writing sample and permission of the instructor are 
required. Enrollment limited to 12. 

ENG 309 Black Prison Intellectuals (American literature after 1865 or Anglophone/ethnic 
American literature or 300 level English elective) 
Tues 9:25-12:05  Instructor: Andrea Stone 
Interrogating theories of intellectualism, among them Antonio Gramsci’s notion of 
traditional and organic intellectuals, and distinctions between categories of criminal 
and enemy, this course traces the role of black prison writings in the development of 
American political and legal theory. From 18th-century black captivity narratives and 
gallows literature through to the work of 20th- and 21st-century thinkers like Malcolm X, 
Eldridge Cleaver and Angela Davis, this course asks how the incarcerated black 
intellectual has informed and challenged ideas about nationalism, community and self-
formation from the early republic to the present.  Not open to first-years, sophomores  
Permission is required for interchange registration during all registration periods. 

ENG 323 Toni Morrison (American literature after 1865 or Anglophone/ethnic American 
literature or 300 level English elective) 
Tues 1:20-4:00  Instructor: TBA 
This seminar focuses on Toni Morrison’s literary production. In reading her novels, essays, 
lectures and interviews, we pay particular attention to three things: her interest in the 
epic anxieties of American identities; her interest in form, language and theory; and her 
study of love.  Not open to first-years, sophomores.  Permission is required for 
interchange registration during all registration periods. 

ENG 333 Major American Writers – Edith Wharton (American literature after 1865 or 300 
level English elective) 
Tues 1:20-4:00  Instructor: Michael Gorra 
She was one of the hardest-working and highest paid professional writers of her 
generation; she was the product of a cushioned life at the upper end of New York 
Society. Edith Wharton (1862-1937) examined the privileged world into which she was 



born with an anthropological skepticism, a sardonic dissection of unforgiving social laws 
and mores, and yet also provided a backwards glance at a vanishing world. A reading 
of her major work in social and historical context: The House of Mirth, The Custom of the 
Country, Ethan Frome, Summer, The Age of Innocence and others.  Not open to first-
years, sophomores.  Permission is required for interchange registration during all 
registration periods. 

ENG 399 Teaching Literature (300 level English elective) 
Tues 7:00-9:30  Instructor: Samuel Scheer 
Discussion of poetry, short stories, short novels, essays and drama with particular 
emphasis on the ways in which one might teach them. Consideration of the uses of 
writing and the leading of discussion classes. For upper-level undergraduates and 
graduate students who have an interest in teaching. Enrollment limited to 15. Limited to 
juniors, seniors.  Permission is required for interchange registration during the add/drop 
period only. 

 


