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WELCOME FROM THE CHAIR

GREETINGS, FRIENDS, ALUMNI, STUDENTS, STAFF, COLLEAGUES. 

I write this on Friday, Dec. 31, 2021. I have just read scores of people writing 

about what in most accounts was an extremely difficult year—viruses, deaths, 

malignant race relations, climate disasters, isolation, mourning, depression, Zoom 

fatigue. I won’t belabor the obvious. The morning news is dominated by the surge 

of the Omicron variant; I hope that by the time you read this the coronavirus 

will have subsided once again. But in the midst of such bad tidings comes this 

year’s department newsletter, a burst of good news. With fortitude, courage, 

steadfastness, buoyancy, resilience, the Department of English faculty members 

and students forge ahead with teaching, learning, mentoring, writing, creativity, 

accomplishments, prizes, awards, collective endeavors and care for the good of our 

local community and networks of people reaching far beyond the university. Reading 

all this has been a tonic for me. I recommend that you read it too. I look forward to 

spring semester 2022, my last semester here, expecting more of the same from our 

extraordinary colleagues, students, and staff. The greeting of the next newsletter will 

be written by a new department chair, who I know will join all of you in making a 

fresh start in sustaining, building, and improving the department, its mission, and its 

wide-reaching effectiveness. Meanwhile, my best wishes to you all.

Warmly, 
Randall Knoper  

Chair, Department of English

Sarah Mulcahy
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Rebecca Dingo has recently been named as 

an incoming co-editor of Peitho, the peer-

reviewed journal of the Coalition of Feminist 

Scholars in the History of Rhetoric and 

Composition (CFSHRC). Dingo’s, with co-

editor Clancy Ratcliffe, first issue will be 24.1, 

fall 2021. Published quarterly, Peitho exists to 

support the Coalition’s mission: to encourage, 

advance, and publish innovative “feminist research across histories, 

locales, identities, materialities, and media.”

Laura Doyle was awarded the Chancellor’s 

Leadership Fellowship. The fellowships seek 

to cultivate future campus leaders by offering 

a half-time, one-year, temporary appointment 

to an administrative area on campus and by 

providing shadowing and mentoring from the 

leaders of the host units. Doyle and Mwangi 

wa Gîthînji, associate professor of economics, 

were awarded a $500,000 grant from The Andrew W. Mellon 

Foundation to create a Mellon Fellows Program and a Graduate 

Certificate Program in Decolonial Global Studies. The certificate will 

highlight both the collective histories hidden—or stricken—from 

view by colonialist narratives and the perspectives and values that 

can address struggles in the world today.

Martín Espada was awarded a Letras Boricuas 

Fellowship, a $25,000 award for Puerto Rican 

writers from the Mellon Foundation and the 

Flamboyán Foundation. Espada will be in the 

inaugural cohort of Letras Boricuas Fellows, 

20 Puerto Rican writers whose dynamic work 

spans genres including fiction, poetry, creative 

nonfiction, and children’s literature. 

Laura Furlan was awarded an ADVANCE 

Faculty Fellowship. The fellowships provide 

faculty members with a unique opportunity to 

participate in ADVANCE’s program of institutional 

transformation. Furlan co-edited (with Lydia M. 

Heberling) a special issue of Studies in American 

Indian Literatures, “Reimagining Native 

California with Deborah Miranda’s Bad Indians:  

A Tribal Memoir," and was elected vice president of the 

Association for the Study of American Indian Literatures. She 

will serve a two-year term before becoming president. Finally, 

Furlan’s essay, “The Archives of Deborah Miranda’s Bad Indians,” 

published in the spring/summer 2021 issue of Studies in American 

Indian Literatures, received an honorable mention for the 

American Literature Society’s 1921 Prize for Best Essay in American 

Literature by a tenured faculty member.

Gretchen Holbrook Gerzina was elected to 

the Board of Biographers International. This 

professional organization hosts an annual 

conference and brings together biographers 

from around the world for prizes and talks, 

usually held at the Leon Levy Center for 

Biography at NYU. Gerzina joined the Editorial 

Advisory Board of Edinburgh University Press 

for a new book series, Virginia Woolf – Variations. Gerzina also 

has been asked to edit a volume on Virginia Woolf and race.

Haivan Hoang’s keynote lecture “Why Race 

Matters when Writing in the Disciplines” 

began the University of Connecticut Writing 

Center’s conference on Racism in the Margins. 

She shared insights from her in-progress 

interview-based study on how race becomes 

salient for teachers and students in discipline-

specific writing courses at UMass Amherst.

Rebecca Lorimer Leonard was named as a 

Public Engagement Project (PEP) 2021 Faculty 

Fellow. Lorimer Leonard will partner with local 

nonprofits to write materials for education 

policymakers and practitioners that build on 

the strengths that multilingual people bring 

to writing situations. The PEP Fellows Program 

facilitates connections between fellows and 

lawmakers on Beacon Hill and in the U.S. Congress, journalists, 

practitioners and others to share their research beyond the walls 

of academia. 

Jimmy Worthy II was named a 2021 Faculty 

Success Fellow. This program supports faculty 

participation in the National Center for 

Faculty Development and Diversity (NCFDD) 

Faculty Success Program (FSP), a 12-week 

online program designed to help tenure-track 

and tenured faculty acquire skills to increase 

research and writing productivity while 

maintaining a healthy work-life balance.

Espada has published more than 20 books as a poet, 

essayist, editor, and translator. Other collections of his 

poems include Vivas to Those Who Have Failed, The Trouble 

Ball and Alabanza. His honors include the Ruth Lilly Poetry 

Prize, the Shelley Memorial Award, a Robert Creeley Award, 

a National Hispanic Cultural Center Literary Award, a PEN/

Revson Fellowship, an Academy of American Poets Fellowship 

and a Guggenheim Fellowship. Espada also was named in 

the inaugural cohort of the Letras Boricuas Fellowship, a new 

award created by The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and the 

Flamboyan Foundation’s Arts Fund. It aims to enrich and sustain 

literary tradition in Puerto Rico and across the U.S. diaspora.

MARTÍN ESPADA

Martín Espada won the National Book Award for his book 

Floaters, a collection of poetry that runs from scathing socio-

political commentary to homages of family and love.

Floaters takes its title from a term used by certain Border 

Patrol agents to describe migrants who drown trying to cross the 

Rio Grande at the U.S./Mexico border. The title poem responds 

to the viral photograph of Óscar Alberto Martínez Ramírez and 

Angie Valeria, a Salvadoran father and daughter who drowned 

in the Río Grande, and allegations posted in the “I’m 10-15” 

Border Patrol Facebook group that the photo was fake.

“I am sometimes struck speechless. You sometimes wonder 

if words are going to be enough,” Espada said. “But then you 

write the next poem. What choice do we have? Silence is not 

acceptable.”

Espada bears eloquent witness to confrontations with anti-

immigrant bigotry as a tenant lawyer years ago, and today 

he sings the praises of Central American adolescents kicking 

soccer balls over a barbed wire fence in an internment camp 

founded, he says, on that same bigotry. He also believes that 

times of hate call for poems of love—even in the voice of a 

cantankerous Galápagos tortoise.

“Martín Espada is one of the most important poets of his 

generation, and with good reason,” said UMass Amherst 

Chancellor Kumble R. Subbaswamy. “His poignant and 

powerful work touches our souls. He is a shining light in the 

arts and humanities on our campus, and his extraordinary 

writing and commitment to social justice is an inspiration 

throughout the world.”

DEPARTMENT NEWS
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You sometimes 

wonder if words are 

going to be enough … 

But then you write the  

next poem.”
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For several years now, the department has been trying a new 

approach to community-building among our undergraduates: 

the Student Advisory Board (SAB), a small group of English 

majors who enroll in a weekly practicum, Leadership in English 

Studies, and serve as a voice for both students before the 

department, and for the department before students.

Last spring the group organized a successful fundraising 

effort, which paid for the design and production of department 

T-shirts. SAB members also represent English at majors’ fairs 

and recruitment events. They participate every semester at our 

Orientation for New Majors and every spring at Destination Day 

for prospective students.

But the main project recently has been peer advising, an 

attempt to offer our majors with a student perspective as they 

register for classes, as well as providing new majors with role 

models who can help welcome them to and steer them through 

the major.

Here are the Student Advisory Board members for 2021-22, 

in their own words.

Allysa Cayabyab is a junior English major from Oakville, 

Conn. She is also majoring in legal studies and pursuing the 

certificate in medical humanities.

“Coming from a family of people virtually all in the medical 

field, I felt a lot of pressure to follow in their footsteps. 

However, by the time I was in high school, I knew that I 

wanted to pursue a different path. I fell in love with literature 

and writing with an intensity I never really felt when studying 

anatomy or chemistry. It also didn’t hurt that my English 

teachers were some of the greatest people I have ever known. 

They encouraged my interests and allowed me to recognize 

the necessity and beauty of stories. Communication is a crucial 

part of the human experience, and studying English not only 

expands on that but transcends it. As a legal studies second 

major, I carry the lessons I learn in my English classes with 

me every day. I also never imagined being able to share my 

personal stories with anyone but myself or perhaps a teacher 

for grading. But such sharing was required recently in my 

Narrative Medicine course with Marian MacCurdy, and I am 

so grateful it was. I was paired with another student for the 

semester and we built a relationship of trust and vulnerability 

because of this sharing of stories. I only ever knew that student 

over a screen, but the friendship we created is something I will 

always hold dear. The opportunities that being an English major 

gives you are many, and I know that I am only beginning to 

explore all that I can do.”

Kate Nadolski is a junior English major from Upton, Mass. 

She is also majoring in Spanish, specializing in professional 

writing and technical communication, and minoring in business.

“Every time I tell someone I am pursuing a double major 

in English and Spanish, I get a similar response: ‘So, you want 

to be a teacher?’ As a member of the English department 

Student Advisory Board, I want to help dispel this stereotype 

that careers for English majors are limited. Currently there are 

nine different specialization paths offered for English majors 

at UMass Amherst. From Digital Humanities & Games to Social 

(l. to r.) Allysa Cayabyab,  
Kate Nadolski, and  
Leila ElguessabD. Fleming

PROGRAM REPORTS

Justice: Race, Class, Gender, Ability, students can choose a 

specialty that interests them and gain very specific skill sets 

within English. For example, by the start of my sophomore year, 

I knew that I wanted to pursue the professional writing and 

technical communication certificate; it was a turning point in my 

education. I began taking courses that piqued my interests and 

engagement. My certificate classes also introduced me to the 

idea of a career in user experience. I’ve been fascinated to learn 

about the different software programs used in this field and 

excited about how my Spanish skills can also be put to practice. 

Overall, I am happy with my choice to study English because 

through it I have been able to study many things I am passionate 

about, developing strong written and verbal communication 

skills, as well as the ability to closely read and analyze texts, skills 

which I believe are valuable across all careers.”

Leila Elguessab is a senior English major from Falmouth, 

Mass. She is also specializing in professional writing and 

technical communication, minoring in economics, and writing 

an honors thesis.

“When people think of majoring in English, they think of 

struggling through dense literature, writing papers, and learning 

how to guide the youth of tomorrow through Shakespeare 

and Hemingway. My classes have taught me that English is 

far more than that. Yes, I write traditional essays, but I’ve 

also learned to write grant proposals and instruction manuals 

(it’s more interesting than you might think!). I’ve read some 

Shakespeare, but I’ve also learned about amazing contemporary 

authors like Carmen Maria Machado and Alison Bechdel. One 

of my favorite classes, with Professor Suzanne Daly, focused on 

monstrosity in the Victorian era, which led to my senior thesis 

topic: Egyptomania and the New Woman in Victorian literature. 

Four years ago, I never would have imagined that I’d be writing 

a 50-page paper on such a topic! The English department has 

opened up a completely new world for me, and I couldn’t have 

chosen a better major.”

 —David Fleming, Director,  
Undergraduate Studies

I fell in love with literature and 

writing with an intensity I never really 

felt when studying anatomy or chemistry. 

It also didn’t hurt that my English 

teachers were some of the greatest 

people I have ever known.”

Allysa Cayabyab, ’23

UNDERGRADUATE 
STUDIES
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GRADUATE STUDIES

As I look back on 2021, I am filled with admiration for the 

extraordinary resilience and collaborative support exhibited by 

our graduate community. Many students confronted significant 

financial and personal challenges because of the pandemic. 

Many demonstrated tremendous fortitude in meeting their 

commitments to their studies, as well as to their own students, 

in the midst of extreme instability and unknowns. I was 

heartened to see so many grads finding ways to connect with 

and support one another, often from positions of isolation 

and across significant physical distances. While the hardships 

suffered by our community cannot be underestimated, these 

challenges have also served in some cases to clarify our 

commitments and to strengthen our bonds.

A number of students achieved important milestones 

in 2021. Eleven students defended their dissertations and 

received their PhDs: Michelle Brooks, Jodie Childers, Hayley 

Cotter, Catherine Elliott, Becky Friedman, Sean Gordon, 

Andrea Griswold, Kelin Loe, Darren Lone Fight, and Korka 

Sall. Nine students passed their area exams: Ashley Canter, 

Jarrel DeMatas, Caroline Heafey, Bo Jimenez, Elena Kalodner-

Martin, Jeremy Levine, Danielle Pappo, Nick Sancho-Rosi, Tyler 

Smart, and Thakshala Tissera. And three students passed their 

advisory or qualifying exam: Rowshan Chowdhury, Rachel 

Smith, and Janell Tyron. Over the course of the year many 

students published new work in a variety of venues and gave 

presentations at national and international conferences. Six 

students were awarded summer dissertation fellowships. In 

addition, Bo Jimenez’s dissertation was awarded Outstanding 

Dissertation by the American Society for the History of Rhetoric; 

Michelle Brooks won a Donald Howard Scholarship from 

The New Chaucer Society; Elena Kalodner-Martin received 

a Summer Institute Graduate Development Award from 

the Rhetoric Society of America and a Graduate Diversity 

Scholarship from the Council for Programs in Technical and 

Scientific Communication; and Anna-Claire Simpson was 

appointed as a Five College Women’s Research Center Fellow. 

Congratulations to all!

This fall we welcomed a small incoming class of talented 

PhD students, including Oscar Garcia, Nicole O’Connell, Sam 

Davis, Alejandro Beas Murillo, and Tim Ong. We also welcomed 

three wonderful MA students: Jessica Farris, Bill Holt, and Jacob 

Bibeault. We look forward to getting to know these students 

better in the coming year and helping them to pursue their 

goals, as well as to welcoming a larger incoming class next fall.  

Adapting to meet the conditions of the pandemic, the 

English Graduate Organization developed professional and 

social programming and organized an anti-racism committee 

and reading group. EGO Conference co-chairs Mitia Nath and 

Thakshala Tissera hosted a successful online conference in the 

spring of 2021 on the important theme of “Climate, Culture, 

Capital: Conversations and Conflicts.” This year’s co-chairs, 

Rowshan Chowdhury and Jarrel DeMatas, are hard at work 

with plans for an exciting conference this spring.

Having stepped into Graduate Program Directorship (GPD) 

just a few months ago, I am especially grateful to Daniel Sack 

for managing the program and supporting our graduate 

students throughout much of 2021. During his three-year 

term as GPD, Daniel approached his responsibilities with great 

care and compassion. His dedication is much appreciated. 

Mazen Naous continued to advise students through the job 

search process, helping students to obtain tenure track jobs 

and other positions despite the significant challenges of the 

market. Throughout the trials of the past year, Wanda Bak has 

continued to support the Grad Office in invaluable ways by 

looking out for the needs of each student and helping to solve 

problems whenever they emerge. We thank her for her devoted 

care and loyalty. 

 —Jane Hwang Degenhardt,  
Director of Graduate Studies

PROGRAM REPORTS

 I was heartened to see so many grads 

finding ways to connect with and support one 

another, often from positions of isolation and 

across significant physical distances.”
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MFA PROGRAM FOR  
POETS AND WRITERS

As we continue to navigate pandemic era strategies, MFA 

students remain steadfast in their commitment to teaching, 

learning, and community engagement. Through internships 

and professional development, emerging poets and writers 

build a foundation for careers in the literary arts, and create a 

positive impact on the commonwealth and beyond. 

Writing, reading, and pursuing a life in the literary 

arts—the cornerstones of the MFA program—sustained our 

graduate students during lockdown. While the majority of the 

MFA’s 60 credits comes from workshops and literature classes, 

students have 18 electives to explore a passion, complete a 

certificate program, or focus on professional development. 

More than ever, students are using these electives to build 

skills and make connections through publishing, literary arts 

management, and community engagement. Here are some 

projects students have been pursuing to prepare themselves 

for a life in the literary arts.

Housed by the MFA, the Juniper Summer Writing Institute 

and Juniper Institute for Young Writers employ program 

assistants and creative writing instructors from the MFA and 

English PhD programs. The institutes offer substantial work 

experience in literary arts management and teaching. These 

programs now include an online winter workshop series and 

summer programs for teens, along with an in-person institute 

for adults in June.

Paperbark is a new biannual print and digital magazine 

managed and operated by UMass graduate students. 

Paperbark traces the connections between science, art, 

and the environment. Issue #3 will launch in March 2022. 

Students also read fiction and poetry submissions for The 

Massachusetts Review, an award-winning literary magazine 

promoting social justice and equality.  Drizzle Review, 

launched by an MFA alum, organizes internships to help 

prioritize work by authors of marginalized identities, and to 

design graphics for social media campaigns. Peach Mag, a 

literary project founded by a second-year MFA candidate, 

arranges internships to assist with website development. 

Students interested in learning about judging book prizes can 

collaborate with faculty judges at the UMass Press reading 

fiction, nonfiction, and poetry book submissions for the 

annual Juniper Literary Prizes. 

MFA students intern and work beyond UMass as well. This includes 

producing a reading series at the indie bookstore, Book Moon 

in Easthampton, Mass.; working with Voices of Our Nations Arts 

Foundation to center and honor the traditions and aesthetics of writers 

of color; and running teen workshops at the Clarion West Writers 

Workshop designed to empower youth and help them discover their 

voices through writing speculative fiction. 

If you can offer an internship or professional development 

opportunity to MFA candidates, please reach out to Jennifer 

Jacobson, jenniferj@umass.edu, 413-545-5510.

—Jennifer Jacobson,  
Associate Director,  

MFA for Poets and Writers

PROGRAM REPORTS

Paperbark staff 2021MFA graduates  
in 2021

Paperbark

Paperbark magazine lives at the 

confluence of text and image, 

science and art. We believe in 

the obligations of a livable future 

nurtured through collaboration 

across generations and fields of 

thought. Rooted in stewardship 

and creative possibility, Paperbark 

gathers stories of ecologies in 

crisis—as well as stories of life’s 

flourishing intricacies.

 Through internships and professional development, 

emerging poets and writers build a foundation for careers 

in the literary arts, and create a positive impact on the 

commonwealth and beyond.”
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KINNEY CENTER FOR INTERDISCIPLINARY 
RENAISSANCE STUDIES

At the Renaissance Center, we’ve been exploring what it means 

to generate “Grounded Knowledge.” Inspired by the desire to 

link hands-on practice with literary and historical knowledge 

production, our Grounded Knowledge workshops bring together 

local artists, farmers, herbalists, and chefs with students and 

scholars to explore connections between the Renaissance 

kitchen gardens and apple orchard, and our rare book collection, 

including: agricultural treatises, gardening manuals, early modern 

literature, and early earth science writing.

This past year, we focused on bees in an event co-hosted 

by UMass alumna Jade Alicandro Mace of Milk and Honey 

Herbs, and Haylie Swenson, PhD, of the Folger Shakespeare 

Library. Our conversations included bee-keepers, herbalists, 

environmental historians, food scientists, and literary 

scholars. Each participant created their own herbal honey 

infusion with plants from the center’s garden. We also hosted 

a workshop themed around preservation with Matt Kaminsky 

of Gnarly Pippins and Marissa Nicosia, PhD, University of 

Pennsylvania, Abington. This workshop included a practicum 

for updating a Renaissance recipe for today’s modern kitchen 

and a lively discussion about apple seeds, grafting, and the 

hidden knowledge we might recover from women’s kitchen 

recipes. Upcoming workshops will focus on seed stories in 

global landscapes.

We welcome students and visitors to the Renaissance Center 

to work with the rare materials in our collection, and are 

especially eager to welcome English students working on the 

environmental humanities pathway. We’ve added several new 

rare books to the center’s collection, which is open to students 

and the public every weekday. Now on display in our exhibition 

gallery is William Lawson’s A New Orchard and Garden (1648), 

a text concerned with the management of gardens and 

includes special instructions for the country housewife. Also on 

display is Thomas Burnet’s Sacred Theory of the Earth (1684), 

which imagines the earth as a hollow shell filled with water, 

depicting the flood as rising waters from within. Something 

of an early geologist, Burnet also forecasted the possibility of 

impending natural disasters, many of which we experienced 

this past year in devastating floods along coastlines and 

inland waterways around the globe. Please reach out if you 

are interested in viewing a book or joining our network of 

students, alumni, and researchers involved in our Grounded 

Knowledge workshops.

We welcomed Emma Zimmerman Greenlee as our first 

Renaissance of the Earth Fellow. Emma is pursuing her master’s 

degree in forest resources and arboriculture through UMass 

Amherst’s Department of Environmental Conservation where 

her research focuses on the creation and stewardship of food 

forests, particularly by indigenous peoples prior to European 

colonization of the Americas. 

Please visit our website to learn of our upcoming events, 

our work study and internship opportunities. As we look ahead 

to next summer’s plans to dig into the past in our gardens, 

orchard and rare book library, I welcome you to reach out 

with expressions of interest in joining a campuswide team of 

student scholars exploring the Renaissance of the Earth.  

For more information, visit: umass.edu/renaissance.

—Marjorie Rubright,  
Director, Kinney Center  

for Interdisciplinary Renaissance Studies

John Solem
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We welcome students and 
visitors to the Renaissance Center 
to work with the rare materials in 
our collection, and are especially 
eager to welcome English students 
working on the environmental 
humanities pathway.”
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UMASS WRITING PROGRAM
In 2021, the UMass Amherst Writing Program remains a vital 

component of UMass Amherst’s General Education program, 

offering two courses—College Writing and Writing, Identity, and 

Power—to nearly every first-year student on campus (~5,000) 

taught by 110 graduate student and lecturer instructors, 

predominantly from the English department. The UMass 

Amherst Writing Center also continues to support the writing 

success of hundreds of UMass students across all majors and 

disciplines. 

The Writing Program has been busy amidst the return to 

in-person instruction but still accomplished several exciting 

innovations in 2021. Under the continued leadership of Anna 

Rita Napoleone, PhD, the UMass Writing Center added new 

winter session tutoring specifically geared to supporting 

graduate students working toward completion of high 

stakes writing projects. Assistant Director Elkie Burnside, 

PhD, initiated a program-wide curriculum assessment, in 

partnership with UMass Amherst’s Office of Academic Planning 

and Assessment, to improve educational outcomes for 

undergraduate College Writing students. So far, the assessment 

team has collected 61 instructor surveys and conducted three 

instructor focus groups with the goal of building a baseline 

understanding of how program instructors understand and 

teach the curriculum. Directors Anne Bello and Rebecca Lorimer 

Leonard worked to pilot a new course placement model called 

Directed Self Placement, which guides students through a series 

of writing activities and reflections to help them choose a course 

placement, saving staff labor and educating students about 

College Writing even before they start the class. 

The Writing Program also took concrete steps toward its goal 

of moving multimodality and linguistic diversity to the core of 

our curriculum. The program continued to carefully incorporate 

commitments to linguistic inclusivity, treating multiple languages 

and English dialects as assets in learning to write, into a revised 

program mission statement and revised learning outcomes 

on our standard syllabus. Lecturer Shakuntala Ray, PhD, and 

Leonard led a Social Justice Fellows group of 12 graduate student 

instructors who designed socially-just curricular or programmatic 

changes, including projects such as “Composing Citizens in 

the Writing Classroom” (designed by Thakshala Tissera) and 

“Critical Approaches to the Personal Archive” (designed by Sarah 

Ahmad). In a demonstration of the best work such revisions can 

accomplish, Burnside led a team of graduate students 

through the months-long process of revising one of 

College Writing’s required textbooks into an open 

access (no cost) course text, diversifying the textbook’s 

range of student writing examples and lowering first-

year students’ textbook expenses.

Writing Program faculty also earned an impressive 

set of fellowships, grants, and awards last year in 

accessible curriculum design, flexible/hybrid learning 

models, and DEI integration. Ray won a Teaching for 

Inclusiveness, Diversity, and Equity (TIDE) ambassadors 

fellowship; Peggy Woods, PhD, and Bello, PhD, restarted 

their “Voices of UMass” Campus Climate Improvement 

grant put on pause by the pandemic; Leonard won a 

Mellon Mutual Mentoring Micro grant; and Burnside 

and Aaron Tillman became FlexLearning fellows for the 

Writing Program through the Center for Teaching and 

Learning. We look forward to seeing in the coming 

year how these professional development opportunities 

further shape our central mission of supporting UMass 

students’ writing education.

—Rebecca Lorimer Leonard,  
Director, UMass Amherst Writing Program

WESTERN  
MASSACHUSETTS  
WRITING PROJECT

In 2021, The Western Massachusetts Writing Project (WMWP) 

leadership team continued its commitment to teachers, 

students, and communities by collaborating with K-12 teachers 

in western Massachusetts on pressing issues centered on 

teaching and learning. 

Given the coronavirus crisis and the ongoing political and 

racial tensions, the WMWP continues to focus its efforts on 

equity, access, and social justice. The WMWP has offered 

courses and workshops centered on social justice teaching 

and learning. In spring 2021, the WMWP offered the course 

on Teaching for Racial Justice. The course was facilitated by 

Momodou Sarr, co-director of Language Culture and Diversity, 

and Kelly Norris (Minnechaug Regional High School). The 

course has been adapted for a professional development series 

that can be offered to school districts. Both the course and 

the workshop explicitly address privilege, equity, and cultural 

responsiveness in the schools’ content curriculum and social 

environment. 

WMWP also formed an online professional learning 

community in the spring called Toward an Anti-Racist Literature 

Curriculum. The group included over 20 teachers from four 

states. Several members worked on two initiatives over the 

summer and fall: a professional development series for school 

districts and a co-created, co-taught graduate course in which 

12 of the participants led workshop sessions and facilitated 

online discussions.

The WMWP’s fall conference, Best Practices in the Teaching 

of Writing, was held on Oct. 30, 2021. The keynote speaker for 

the conference was Darnell Thigpen Williams, associate director 

of professional development at the Collaborative for Educational 

Services for the Massachusetts Department of Youth Services 

(DYS) Education Initiative. His areas of expertise include culturally 

responsive practices, positive youth development, eliminating 

the achievement gap, courageous conversations regarding social 

justice and equity, and implicit bias in educational settings.

The WMWP continued its effort to offer strong teacher-led 

programs in collaboration with the National Writing Project. 

In the summer of 2021, WMWP was pleased to offer the 

College, Career, and Community Writers Program (C3WP) 

for the fourth consecutive year. Students whose teachers used 

C3WP materials showed statistically significant growth in four 

areas of argumentative writing: content, structure, stance, and 

conventions. Students also “demonstrated greater proficiency in 

the quality of reasoning and use of evidence in their writing” (SRI 

International). These same results were documented by teachers 

from schools in western and central Massachusetts and teachers 

and coaches from the Massachusetts Department of Youth 

Services who participated in the program.

With the coming year, the WMWP will continue to focus  

on equity diversity and inclusion by reimagining and 

reassessing its various core programs, such as the Summer 

Leadership Institute where K-college teachers participate in 

writing, reading, and reflective inquiry. The Leadership Institute 

has been offered for almost 30 years and is the core program 

of the WMWP. This coming year we are particularly interested 

in working with teachers from urban districts and welcome 

any and all alumni to contact us for more information at  

wmwp@english.umass.edu.

 —Anna Rita Napoleone,  
Site-Director,  

Western Massachusetts Writing Project

umass.edu/wmwp

AFFILIATED PROGRAMS

Graduate student 
instructor Franchesca 
Viaud teaching al fresco

Keynote speaker for WMWP’s fall conference Darnell Williams

D. Toomey

Given the coronavirus crisis and 

the ongoing political and racial tensions, 

the WMWP continues to focus its efforts on 

equity, access and social justice.”

The  

Writing Program 

has been busy 

amidst the  

return to in-person 

instruction but 

still accomplished 

several exciting 

innovations  

in 2021.”
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AFFILIATED PROGRAMS

PWTC JOB PLACEMENTS – CLASS OF 2021

Sohini Banerjee, intern, Amazon 

Stephanie Bergmann, UMass 
International Programs Office

Trevor Branch, marketing writer, 
Dimensional Insight

Bianca Capriotti, business analyst 
consultant, CGI

Cameron Gibney, SEO specialist, 
Boston Web Marketing

Kirsten Diefenbach, technical writer, 
Dimensional Insight

Sarah Graham, technical writer, Tamr

Brigid Hern, intern, Indigo

Sophia Hultman, technical writer, Brooks 
Automation

Benjamin LaGasse, intern, Brooks 
Automation

Laura O’Malley, program assistant, 
Association for Environmental Health and 
Sciences Foundation

Chris Mallon, technical writer, MATC 
Group

Grace O’Neil, UX intern, SimSpace

Emma Ryan, technical writer, Karen Clark 
and Company

Chris Tamilio-Awed, technical writer, 
Oracle

PROGRAM FOR  
PROFESSIONAL WRITING AND 
TECHNICAL COMMUNICATION

Graduates of the program for professional 

writing and technical communication now 

number more than 400. Each year several 

return (in person or of late, remotely) and 

share with current students’ perspectives 

from an impressive range of careers: 

commercial and academic publishing, 

law, medicine, and of course—technical 

writing and UX design. Among the 

visiting luminaries this year was one of the 

program’s first graduates, Cara Viktorov 

’98, now content strategist and designer, 

CIO Design, IBM. In spring 2021, Cara and 

her entire five-person design team took 

time from their day to share insights and 

offer guidance.    

In 2021, Professor Janine Solberg 

designed and initiated an ongoing 

partnership with UMass Instructional 

Technologies. The partnership provides 

hands-on experience for students through 

apprenticeships and a practicum. It also 

assists UMass Instructional Technologies 

by applying best practices in UX to the 

university’s learning management systems, 

giving greater attention to universal design, 

accessibility, and design justice, and thereby 

improving the technology experience for 

the entire UMass Amherst community.  

Job placements from spring through 

summer and fall would be counted as quite 

robust even in a normal year, and 2021 

was anything but normal. That so many 

freshly-minted grads found safe harbor 

is evidence—as if more were needed—of 

their high caliber as aspiring professionals. 

A partial list of 2021 placements is below.  

Congrats to all!

—Janine Solberg and David Toomey,  
Co-directors, Program for Professional 
Writing and Technical Communication

OXFORD SUMMER SEMINAR
After a hiatus in 2020 due to the pandemic, the first pause 

of the program in its 54 years of existence, the UMass Oxford 

Summer Seminar was back in the summer of 2021. Covid 

oblige, the program had to adapt in many ways to guarantee 

the safety and satisfaction of our beloved seminarians. Amongst 

the many changes that affected the seminar this summer were 

the reduced number of seminarians (down to 21), the five-day 

mandatory quarantine in isolation upon arrival (which proved to 

be quintessential to fight jetlag), the segregation of seminarians 

into households guaranteeing social distancing (the Pope and 

Durham households who competed for the highly coveted 

“House Cup”), and, of course, the multiple NHS lateral-flow 

rapid antigen Covid tests administered twice weekly (Monday 

and Thursday mornings) through the six weeks of the program 

(for a grand total of  216 tests). The vigilance of our seminarians 

under the guidance of our sole junior dean extraordinaire, 

Victoria Disalvo (seminarian 2018, JD 2019, 2020, and 2021) 

and graduate assistant, Caroline Heafey, resulted in not a single 

positive test for Covid; quite a feat for the City of Oxford, which 

was one of the most virulent hotspots in England during the 

summer of 2021. 

England relaxed its pandemic rules at the beginning of week 

2 of the program, allowing seminarians to venture out of the 

City of Oxford for our traditional field trips to London (week 2), 

Bath (week 3), and Blenheim (week 5). During reading week, 

seminarians were allowed to travel within the confines of the 

United Kingdom (excluding Northern Ireland for quarantine 

purposes). Scotland, Wales, and London proved to be the most 

popular destinations amongst our seminarians. The only Covid 

incident to affect the program was a positive test amongst 

the Trinity College kitchen staff during week 5 that caused 

the dining hall to close from Thursday afternoon to Monday 

morning. This resulted in a more rustic feel to the Thursday 

evening High Table dinner that was served under the marquee 

in the Garden Quadrangle to the great pleasure of a majority 

of seminarians, and also forcing us to replace the traditional 

Sunday BBQ by a pizza party, once again to the delight of most 

seminarians and staff members.

The number of course offerings were reduced due to the 

smaller number of seminarians (five courses instead of 10). Due 

to the quarantine, the first week of courses was conducted 

remotely. The courses, British Perspectives on the American 

Revolution, tutored by Andrew Beaumont, PhD, and Oxford, 

The City as a Work of Art tutored by Beverley Lyle, PhD, proved 

to be the most popular of the program. The seminarians 

were also treated to four lectures under the auspices of the 

British Studies Colloquium on several topics ranging from Mrs. 

Dalloway’s London to the contextualization of decolonization 

efforts at Oxford University, all related to the colloquium’s theme 

“Presences of the Empire.” These lectures were delivered in the 

state-of-the-art temporary classroom found on the grounds of 

the Trinity’s garden, featuring air conditioning (a rare occurrence 

in Oxford), used during the construction of the brand new 

Levine building that should be ready to welcome its first 

students in the spring of 2022.

The 2021 Oxford Seminar proved to be a great success, and 

a testament to the resilience of our seminarians. This sure bodes 

well for the future of the UMass Oxford Summer Seminar that 

should enter its 55th iteration in the summer of 2022 strong of 

its experience through the pandemic and fully vaccinated!   

—Philippe Baillargeon,  
Director, UMass Oxford Summer Seminar

LIVE 
PERFORMANCE: 
INTERNATIONAL 
THEATRE 
FESTIVAL 
IMMERSION
This past summer would have 

marked the 14th year of the 

Department of English’s summer 

study-abroad course, Alternative 

Theaters: Navigating the Edinburgh 

Festival, which is administered in 

collaboration with the University of 

New Mexico. The Edinburgh Fringe 

Festival is the world’s largest arts 

festival featuring more than 3,500 

performances each day spread across 

400 different venues. Every August 

the Scottish city is alive with art and 

festive celebration. After a year’s 

hiatus because of the pandemic, we 

had great hopes about returning 

in 2021. Unfortunately, the festival 

organizers were forced to offer a 

reduced program for the second 

year in a row. After deliberation, we 

decided to suspend our course once 

more, with the hopes that we would 

be able to return to a renewed and 

expanded festival in 2022.

—Daniel Sack,  
Program Advisor,  

Live Performance: International 
Theater Festival Immersion

Oxford Summer Seminar Class of 2021

  Oxford in the Time  
         of the Pandemic.”
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RECENT BOOKS

BY FACULTY

Nick Bromell. The Powers of Dignity: The Black Political 
Philosophy of Frederick Douglass. Duke University Press, 
2001.

“Nick Bromell writes beautifully, and he has an 
illuminating story to tell about Frederick Douglass’s 
political imagination from the 1840s to the 1890s. 
As Bromell shows, Douglass’s political thinking about 
race and democracy was constantly in flux, mediated 
by his experience in slavery and his commitment to 
the Black freedom struggle. This is an exemplary 
contribution to our understanding of one of the most 
important figures in American history.”—Robert S. 
Levine, author of The Lives of Frederick Douglass

Martín Espada. Floaters. W. W. Norton & Company, 2021.

“A work of grace-laden defiance... Espada lands 
jabs of bright, hard wisdom... The verve and force of 
this poet’s long career [are alive in Floaters].”—Nina 
MacLaughlin, Boston Globe

“Both elegiac and irrepressible, this is an essential 
read for anyone interested in poetry as a form of 
protest.”—Chicago Review of Books

“The visionary latest from Espada combines a sharp 
political awareness with a storyteller’s knack for 
finding beauty and irony in the current moment... 
Drawing on history, personal experience, and keen 
observation, this impressive collection is unique 
for the way it captures the world-weary voice of a 
poet and political activist who doesn’t simply call 
for change, but offers a sense of the long, difficult 
struggle toward justice.”—Publishers Weekly

Randall Knoper. Literary Neurophysiology: Memory, 
Race, Sex, and Representation in U. S. Writing, 1860-1914.  
Oxford University Press, 2021

Writing about the brain and the nervous system more 
than a century ago, what were U.S. authors doing? 

Literary Neurophysiology: Memory, Race, Sex, and 
Representation in U.S. Writing, 1860-1914 examines their 
use of literature to experiment with the new materialist 
psychology, a science that was challenging their capacity 
to represent reality and forging new understandings of 
race and sexuality.

Marian Mesrobian MacCurdy (ed). Eliza: A Memoir of 
Love and Resistance. Gomidas Institute Books, 2021.

Marian Mesrobian MacCurdy compiled materials and 
contributed to the introduction to Eliza: A Memoir of 
Love and Resistance, published by the Gomidas Institute 
in Great Britain.  The book is a memoir written by 
MacCurdy’s grandmother, Eliza Der Melkonian Sachaklian, 
a survivor of the Hamidian massacres of the Armenians in 
1894-96 and the Adana massacres of 1909.

Sabina Murray. The Human Zoo. Grove Press, 2021.

“Sabina Murray’s smart, idea-packed story grapples 
with corruption, identity, and loyalty, building to a 
searing climax.” —Christian Science Monitor

“The Human Zoo sublimely transitions into a 
contemporary sociopolitical thriller enhanced 
with colonial legacy, cultural erasure, government 
corruption and unreliable narrators —an exhilarating 
literary experience.” —Shelf Awareness

“Smart, crisp prose distinguishes Murray’s action-
packed latest...This is captivating.” —Publishers Weekly

Asha Nadkarni co-edited (w/Cathy Schlund-Vials). Asian 
American Literature in Transition: 1965-1996. Cambridge 
University Press, 2021.

Asian American Literature in Transition Volume Three: 1965–
1996 offers a multidisciplinary perspective on the political 
and aesthetic stakes of what is now recognizable as an 
Asian American literary canon. It takes as its central focus 
the connections among literature, history, and migration, 
exploring how the formation of Asian American literary 
studies is necessarily inflected by demographic changes, 
student activism, the institutionalization of Asian American 
studies within the U.S. academy, U.S. foreign policy 
(specifically the Cold War and conflicts in Southeast Asia), 
and the emergence of “diaspora” and “transnationalism” 
as important critical frames.

P. Gabrielle Foreman, Jim Casey and Sarah Lynn 
Patterson (eds.) The Colored Conventions Movement; 
Black Organizing in the Nineteenth Century. The 
University of North Carolina Press, 2021.

“Through these essays, the editors masterfully 
portray the CCP’s aim to realize the linkages of 
Black intellectual work and social activism that the 
conventions represented, individually and sequentially, 
in the 19th century…A must for all students, 
researchers, and general readers with an interest in 
Black lives, this essential overview of the CCP’s legacy 

offers fresh understanding of the history of organized 
Black activism and commitment to community efforts 
for equal rights. Highest recommendation.” —Library 
Journal, starred review

Jordy Rosenberg, Zpovêd‘ lišáka (The Fox’s Confession).  
Markéta Musilová (Translator). Paseka, 2021. 

A New York Times Editors’ Choice: “A mind-bending 
romp through a gender-fluid, eighteenth century 
London . . . a joyous mash-up of literary genres shot 
through with queer theory and awash in sex, crime, 
and revolution.”

“A dazzling tale of queer romance and resistance.”

—Time

Finalist for the Lambda Literary Award • Shortlisted 
for the Center for Fiction First Novel Prize  
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The following represent recently published 

books written or edited by graduates of the 

MFA Program.

Callum Angus. A Natural History of Transition. 
Metonymy Press, 2021.

Grace Bauer. Unholy Heart: New and Selected 
Poems. University of Nebraska Press, 2021.

Caroline Crew. Other Girls to Burn.  
University of Georgia Press, 2021.

Karen Donovan et. al., Trio: Planet Parable. 
Etruscan Press, 2021.

Chelsea Hogue. Ethel. Keith LLC Press, 2021.

Lauren Ireland. So Below. Vegetarian 
Alcoholic Press, 2021.

Kyle McCord. Reunion of the Good Weather 
Suicide Cult. Atmosphere Press, 2021.

Robin McLean. Pity the Beast. And Other 
Stories, 2021.

JoAnna Novak. Meaningful Work. FC2, 2021.

Andrew Robin. Stray Birds. Kelson Books, 
2021.

Diane Wald. My Famous Brain. She Writes 
Press, 2021.

Arisa White. Who’s Your Daddy. Augury 
Books, 2021.

Wendy Xu. The Past. Wesleyan University Press, 2021.

Jung Yun. O Beautiful. St. Martin’s Press, 2021.

BY ALUMNI

The following represent recently published books written or 

edited by graduates of the PhD Program.

Susan L. Austin (ed.) 
Arthurian Legend in the 
Twentieth and Twenty-first  
Centuries. Vernon Press, 
2021

Emily Honey. Girls to the 
Rescue: Young Heroines in 
American Series Fiction of 
World War I (co-authored 
with Susan Ingalls Lewis). 
McFarland, 2020.  

Emily Honey. Nineteenth-
Century American Women 
Writers and Theologies of 
the Afterlife: A Step Closer 
to Heaven (co-edited with 
Jennifer McFarlane-Harris).

Cathy Schlund-Vials (co-
edited w/Asha Nadkarni). 
Asian American Literature in 
Transition: 1965-1996.

RECENT BOOKS
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Karen P. Aalto

Sherril J. Aaron

Jacob B. Abrams

Jennifer S. Adams

Emily V. Adji

Lynne J. Agress

American Online  
Giving Foundation

Lois R. Andelman

Alison K. Anderson

Emily M. Anderson

Christine A. Ashe

Jeannine C. Atkins

Allan D. Austin

Bonnie L. Badin

Patricia P. Baillieul

Andrea L. Baker

Brian S. Baldi

Caroline G. Barba

Syki P. Barbee

Ronald P. Barriere

Michael A. Bars

Karen E. Beaton Ward

Joanne H. Beckman

Phyllis R. Berdos

Daniel E. Berthiaume

Emily M. Bevacqua

Angel Biaggi

Jorge L. Biaggi

Gloria A. Biamonte

Michael E. Billa

Nikhil A. Bilwakesh

Elliott H. Bird

Harold B. Bjornson, Jr.

Jennifer J. Blackburn

Elizabeth N. Blalock

Carol M. Boardman

Curtis Bordage

Mitchell R Bordage

James E. Boudreau

Brian R. Boyer

Freda C. Brackley

Judith V. Branzburg

Lauren Franklin Briggs

Frances D. Brock

Adelaide C. Brown

Carlton E. Brown

Donald R. Brown

Kelly Brown

Donikah Brutus

Catherine M. Buckley

Jesse R. Buday

Candis C. Buoniconti

Catherine M. Burns

Carol A. Burton

Judith E. Buswick

Alta-Mae Butler

James F. Cahillane

Dominic V. Capasso

Edward H. Cardoza, Jr.

Paul S. Carlson

Anne Carney Ochoa

Melissa D. Carrier

J. Scott Cary

Sean T. Casey

Margaret J. Caulmare

Debbie L. Cayabyab

Marie Allysa L. Cayabyab

Marie Therese L. 
Cayabyab

Raymond E. Cayabyab

Charles Hayden 
Foundation

Kathryn C. Chase

Judith S. Chelte

David Chevan

Kathleen E. Chick

Kenneth L. Chute

Barbara O. Clark

Judith V. Clayman

Stephen R. Clingman

Elizabeth A. Codey

Arthur L. Colby

Carolyn P. Collette

Christopher E. Collins

Shevonne A. Commock

Community Foundation  
of Western Massachusetts 

Michael J. Conley

David G. Conners

Marsha R. Connor

Robert A. Cook

John R. Cooley

Charles C. Corson

Andrew F. Costello Jr.

Elisabeth J. Cotton

Kelly K. Coulsey

Christophe G. 
Courchesne

Paige E. Cram

Christina J. Cronin

Mark E. Crosby

Nicholas James 
Cummings

Mark L. Curelop

Marilyn G. Curran

Col. Paul Cwiklik

Rubina Daneschvar

John E. Dangelo

Anayda Dejesus

Vannessa D. DeJesus

Donna M. Dejordy

Laura A. Dellapenna

Carol A. DeLuca

Michelle M. Derusha

Lynn Dgetluck

David M. Dibble

Mary E. DiDomenico 

Vincent DiMarco

Mary A. Dinovo

Maria DiSano-Niemi

James E. Dobson

James J. Dobson

Karen J. Donovan

Laura A. Doyle

Meghan C. Driscoll

Jeanne A. Dubino

Alec C. Dubro

Jennifer C. Duncan

Matthew H. Dunphy

William D. Dyer

Christopher M. Ebacher

Lee R. Edwards

Edwin and Elizabeth 
Skelton Foundation

Juston M. Eivers

Andrew M. Elder

Judith Englander

Isabel R. Espinal

Wendy S. Evans

Steven F. Ferrara

Fidelity Investments 
Charitable Gift Fund

Laura J. Fisk

Paul Gerard Flamburis

John D. Fleming

Herman J. Fong

Paul E. Forte

Jennifer A. Fortunato

Jessen Nicole Foster

Ann Furtado

Susan Gage Tyler

Jane Gagne

Sara Gallagher

Nadine H. Gallo

John F. Gately II

Douglas N. Gates

Joanne E. Gates

Joanne M. Gavin

Ruth E. Gelman

Paul R. Gels

Edith E. Germano

Gretchen Gerzina

Cameron H. Gibney

Jane P. Gilman

Stephanie H. Godette

Marina Goldman

David A. Goldstein

Richard B. Gorham

Andrew F. Gori

Pilar Gormley

Leonard G. Gougeon

Diane E. Gould

Maria Gounaris

Christopher G. Graham

Nicole P. Graham

Patricia E. Graham

Sarah A. Graham

Tom Graham

Suzanne L. Graver

Irene C. Gravina

Linda D. Greenberg

Scott B. Greenberg

Janis J. Greve

Andrea R. Griswold

Sandra L. Guido

Myrna J. Guterman

Susan K. Habermann

Rachel E Hadley

Sheila M. Hallissy

Tara A. Hancock

Eileen M. Hare

Joyce Harvey Bottenberg

Vicki L. Hasbrouck

Nancy P. Hastings

Attorney Karen  
L. Hawkins

Jill L. Haynie

Sheila D. Hayward

Maryhelen Hendricks

Shannon E. Heneghan-
Jutras

Stephen J. Herman

Anne J. Herrington

Diana D. Hill

Bryan Hilliard

Heidi J. Holder

Kathryn H. Holmes

Barbara G. Homan

Lauren R. Hoops-
Schmieg

Nicole A. Hostettler

Thomas E. Howard

Ellen Ingrid Howes

Melissa N. Hubbell

Kathryn L. Hueber 
Quiones

Debra M. Hughes

Leo L. Hwang

Phoebe S. Jackson

Pamela M. Jacobs

Jennifer Jacobson

Ashley L. Jahrling 
Bannon

Charlotte E. Jennings

Ruth L. Jennison

Christine I. Joenk

Mikala N. Jones

Cathleen C. Judge

Jeanne M. Julian

Ava J. Juwa

Atty. Carol J.  
Kantany-Casartello

Grant W. Kelly

Rebecca J. Kennedy

Laura M. Kenney

The Honorable Erik P. 
Kimball

Randall K. Knoper

Jim E. Kobylecky

Sheryl A. Kokkinos

Ryan William Kramer

Alyssa Krawczyk

Michael Krisitich

Lisa A. Krock

Hisao T. Kushi

Jean Lacey

Guy S. Lake

Dylan J. Lane

M. Kathryn Langworthy

Nancy A. Laughlin

Rachel Lavery

Adrienne E. Laws

Charles J. Leibson

Kristina M. Lentz 
Capano

Daniel M. Leonard

Nathaniel C. Leonard

Tina Liebling

Eric N. Lindquist

Ann Liptak

John P. Lloyd

Elizabeth D.  
Lloyd-Kimbrel

Barbara A. Luce

Robert L. Lynch, Jr.

Morton Lynn

Thomas J. Macalpine

Megan P. Maclennan

Lawrence W. Madden

Owen D. Maloney

Robert L. Mandeville

Sandra J. Mangurian

Rommel A. Marseille

Walter F. Marshall III

Elsa Martinez

Michael S. Marturana

Deepika Marya

John A. Massa

Hannah Maynard

Sheila M. McAleney

Amanda M. McCombs

The Honorable Lawrence 
E. McCormick

Jennifer R. McDaid

Kerry R. McDonough

Theresa A. McGrath

Mary Anne McKenna

Dan O. McNamara

Jeanne A. McNett

Kevin F. McNulty

Mariane K. Mears

Edwin F. Meek

Lane C. Mehltretter

Claire A. Meissner

Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation

Michelle L. Miclette

Sharon A. Milch

Jack A. Mine

Lara G. Mookerjee

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR GENEROSITY!

Contributions may be made online at: 
umass.edu/development/give

The Department of English is grateful to the alumni and other donors whose 
contributions and support are key to our creating a vibrant experience for our 
students. Your generosity allows us to offer student scholarships, to teach 
innovative courses, and to sponsor visits by internationally renowned writers 
and scholars. Please consider making a contribution, thereby enriching the 
lives of our students and investing in our common future.

The individuals and organizations listed here made donations to the 
Department of English between January 1 and December 31, 2021.

GIVING TO THE DEPARTMENT

Holly B. Morris

Mary D. Morse

Eileen M. Moser

Kristen Roberta Mouris

James M. Munger

Lauren C. Murphy

Tyler John Murphy

Sabina M. Murray

Ima Nabiuny

Jennifer N. Nailos

Mazen Naous

Krista M. Navin

David K. Naylor

Cynthia M. Neider

Elizabeth Ann Nickerson

Mary E. Norcliffe

Caelyn N. Nordman

Thomas P. Norton

David L. Novick

Susan M. Nuernberg

Lawrence E. O'Brien

Katherine E. O'Callaghan

Shaun V. O'Connell

Michael J. O'Connor

Zachary S. Oliva

Linnea G. Olsson

Patrick J. Olszewski

Patricia A. Orben

Edward W. Orzechowski Jr.

Mathew L. Ouellett

Jardanne Padilla

Demosthenis Roger 
Papadopulos

William A. Pasch

Bruce M. Penniman

Jean R. Perley

Christopher J. Perna

Joseph J. Piedrafite

John P. Pinson

Emma Rachel Piscia

Leah B. Plath

Linda A. Poulin

Rebecca L. Prior

Jacqueline Provencher

Kristin M. Purdy

James R. Quinn

Martha M. Ragland

Debrah K. Raschke

Philip Reilly

Renaissance Charitable 
Foundation Inc.

Walker L. Resnick

Laura J. Ress

William A. Rice

Andrew M. Richmond

John A. Riley

Larry S. Rivais

Peter C. Robbins

Denise E. Robitaille

Timothy B. Rode

Konrad J. Rogowski

Mark E. Rollins

Daniel S. Ronan

Harlan C. Root

Anne Brennan Rosen

Jane L. Rosenberg

Lauren M. Rosenberg

Robert G. Ross

Marjorie B. Rubright

Amy E. Rudolph Mariano

Amy E. Ryan

Michael C. Ryan

Daniel A. Sack

Fiona Saltmarsh

Evelyn Salz

Robina D. Sanders

Jeannette Scales

Neil Scanlan

Carolyn J. Scarinci

Gregory S Schwartz

Anne U. Scigliano

Rebecca J. Scott

Kenneth J. Sena, II

Janet L. Serman

Francis J. Sersanti

Bernard H. Shapiro

Edward Sharples Jr.

Helen L. Shaw

Ronald A. Sheffler

Marjorie A. Short

Nicole Sibley

Serah M. Sibley

Christine M. Sigman

Tessa L. Simonds

Veronica L. Skinner

Gloria Slosberg

Brandon P. Smith

Steven P. Smith

Michael P. Smolens

Stefana E. Soitos

Janine L. Solberg

Rebecca A. Songer

Roberta Soolman

Craig A. Spiewak

Eric K. Stange

Donald G. Staruk

Anne E. Stohr

Lisha D. Storey

Franz J. Strassmann

Celeste Y. Stuart

Gregory F. Sukiennik

Madeline J. Sullivan

David E. Supple

Cynthia S. Swartwood

Angela T. Sweeney

Monica E. Sweeney

Howard F. Swinimer

Matheau B. Taher

Lisa Y. Tendrich Frank

Esther M. Terry

Patrick E. Thomas

Anne L. Thompson

Carol A. Thor-Guerra

Tawnya K. Tiskus

David M. Toomey

Two Sylvias Press

Miriam N. Underwood

Eden A. Univer

Mark A. Urbanek

Doris D. Wallace

Kathryn A. Ward

Richard A. Ward

Stephanie S. Wasser

Adria D. Westort

Marie J. Whiting

Dara Wier

Bonnie J.H. Wilkes

Timothy C. Wilson

Marilyn F. Winey

Joanne C. Wisniewski

Melvin H. Wolf

Xeric Foundation

Lesley J. Yalen

Nicole M. Young

Catherine J. Zaniboni

Adam P. Zinkievich

Alexandria Ziomek

JoAnne V. Zywna

This year, the MFA is the grateful 
recipient of a legacy bequest given 
by Jane Lunin Perel (MFA ‘71). We are 
delighted to share Professor Perel’s 
Legacy Statement (abridged) and to 
celebrate her commitment to the MFA.

JANE LUNIN PEREL POETS’ FUND  
LEGACY STATEMENT

It is my deep gratitude to the University of Massachusetts 

Amherst which has motivated me to conceive of the Jane 

Lunin Perel Poets’ Fund to help fulfill the financial need of and 

give recognition to young poets whose lives are fraught with 

financial pressure and who often work several jobs while in 

the program, as I did.

Upon graduating from UMass with my bachelor’s degree 

in 1968, I was admitted to the University of Oregon’s MFA 

program for poetry, but disappointed by comparison to my 

past professors’ body of knowledge, I returned to UMass to 

continue my studies. Under the advisement and tutelage of 

the outstanding influences of Donald Junkins, Robert Bagg, 

Robert Tucker, and the extraordinary Robert Francis, who 

became my mentor and friend, my work flourished. It is for 

Robert Francis’ profound literary influence and contribution to 

the success of his mentees that the Juniper Institute receives 

its unwavering name. 

In 1971, I became the second woman to graduate from UMass 

Amherst with an MFA in Creative Writing; my late beloved 

friend, Phyllis Janowitz, was the first. The English Department 

of Providence College hired me shortly after my graduation as 

the first poet to teach Creative Writing. This position became a 

43-year career in academia teaching Creative Writing, English, 

Holocaust Literature Studies, and Women’s & Gender Studies, 

the latter of which I was the Founding Director. I retired in 2014 

and was awarded an honorary Doctorate by the College the 

following year. During these years, I also published five books 

of poetry, four in verse and one in prose poetry. None of this 

would have been possible without my astounding experience at 

UMass Amherst.

It is my deep honor to share with you my vision for the Jane 

Lunin Perel Poets’ Fund. As Robert Francis proclaimed in 

his poem, Juniper, "To overthrow a juniper a wind / Would 

have to blow away the ground beneath it." 

Poets and poetry will endure.

If you are interested in making a planned gift to the MFA or 

English Department, please contact Lucia Miller, Executive 

Director of Development, College of Humanities & Fine Arts. 

She can be reached at lucia.miller@umass.edu
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