
 

 

“Although for over a century our nation has advanced the  ideal that a high-quality and 

excellent public education is the  birth right of all children, our schools cannot fulfill this 

ambitious  and noble purpose unless all of us—parents, policymakers, and  the general 

public—commit ourselves to sustaining education as  a public trust and a promise to future 

generations.” From “Why We Teach.” New York: Teachers College Press, 2005 

 

Secondary Teacher Education Program  

in English Language Arts (April 2021 draft) 
 

The Secondary Teacher Education Program (STEP) in English Language Arts Education at the 

University of Massachusetts is dedicated to these five goals: 

 

1. Recruiting and fostering the professional development of diverse teachers who are committed 

to supporting the education of youth attending rural, urban, and suburban schools regardless of 

students’ race, class, gender, language, country of origin, and learning needs (e.g., students 

designated as English Language Learners; students with disabilities). We admit candidates who 

understand that teaching and learning are political activities shaped by history, economics, and 

contested ideologies regarding public education. 

  

Sites of potential interest: 

● Education and Title VI 

● Education and Title IX,  

● Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 

● Lau vs. Nichols Supreme Court Ruling regarding English language education 

 

2. Collaborating with youth, their families, and their communities to re-imagine teaching and 

learning in language arts classrooms from a critical sociocultural perspective. 

 

Publications of potential interest: 

● Vossoughi, S. & Gutierrez, K. (2016). Critical pedagogy and sociocultural theory. In 

Indigo Esmonde & Angela Booker (Eds.), Power and privilege in the learning sciences: 

critical and sociocultural theories of learning (pp. 139-161). New York: Routledge.  

 

● Lewis, C. & Moje, E.B. (2003). Sociocultural perspectives meet critical theories: 

producing knowledge through multiple frameworks. International Journal of Learning, 

10,1979-1995.   

 

● Caraballo, L., Lozenski, B.D., Lyiscott, J. and Morrell, E. (2017). YPAR and critical  

epistemologies: Rethinking education research. Review of Research in Education, 41, 

311-336. 
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3. Preparing professional teachers of language arts who are capable of designing, 

implementing, and reflecting on culturally responsive curriculum, instruction, and assessments 

to support all students in learning to read, write, and critically analyze multicultural literature in a 

rapidly changing social, economic, and political world. 

 

Publications of potential interest: 

● Haddix, M. & Price-Dennis, D. (2013). Urban fiction and multicultural literature as 

transformative tools for preparing english teachers for diverse classrooms. English 

Education, Vol. 45 (3), pp. 247-283.  

 

● McTighe, J. & Wiggins, G. (2012). Understanding by design framework. Alexandria, VA: 

ASCD. 

 

● Morrell, E., & Morrell, J. (2012). Multicultural readings of multicultural literature and the 

promotion of social awareness in ELA classrooms. New England Reading Association 

Journal, 47(2), 10-16,81. 

 

● Paris, D. & Alim, H.S. (2017). Culturally sustaining pedagogies: Teaching and learning 

for justice in a changing world. New york: Teachers College Press.  

 

 

4. Preparing language arts teachers to engage in action-oriented classroom research to foster 

critical reflection regarding how students’ in- and out-of-school experiences contribute to their 

social, cultural, and academic trajectories. 

 

Publications of potential interest: 

● Cammarota, J., & Fine, M. (2008). Revolutionizing education: Youth participatory action 

research in motion. New York: Routledge. 

 

● Gebhard, M., Harman, R., & Seger, W. (2007). Reclaiming recess: Learning the 

language of persuasion. Language Arts, 84(5), 419-430. 

 

● Gebhard, M. & Graham, H. (2018). Bats and grammar: Developing critical language 

awareness in the context of school reform. English Teaching: Practice & Critique,17(4), 

pp.281-297. 

 

● Green, K.L. (2013) “The way we hear ourselves is different from the way others hear us”: 

Exploring the literate identities of a black radio youth collective. Equity & Excellence in 

Education, 46(3), 315-326. 

 

● Morales Morales, D., Bettencourt, G.M., Green, K. & George Mwangi, C.A. (2017). “I 

Want to Know About Everything That’s Happening in the World”: Enhancing Critical 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/23364869.pdf
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/23364869.pdf
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/23364869.pdf
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/23364869.pdf
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/23364869.pdf
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/23364869.pdf
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/23364869.pdf
https://www.ascd.org/ASCD/pdf/siteASCD/publications/UbD_WhitePaper0312.pdf
https://www.ascd.org/ASCD/pdf/siteASCD/publications/UbD_WhitePaper0312.pdf
https://www.ascd.org/ASCD/pdf/siteASCD/publications/UbD_WhitePaper0312.pdf
https://www.ascd.org/ASCD/pdf/siteASCD/publications/UbD_WhitePaper0312.pdf
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C22&q=Multicultural+readings+of+multicultural+literature+and+the+promotion+of+social+awareness+in+ELA+classrooms&btnG=
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C22&q=Multicultural+readings+of+multicultural+literature+and+the+promotion+of+social+awareness+in+ELA+classrooms&btnG=
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C22&q=Multicultural+readings+of+multicultural+literature+and+the+promotion+of+social+awareness+in+ELA+classrooms&btnG=
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C22&q=Multicultural+readings+of+multicultural+literature+and+the+promotion+of+social+awareness+in+ELA+classrooms&btnG=
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C22&q=Multicultural+readings+of+multicultural+literature+and+the+promotion+of+social+awareness+in+ELA+classrooms&btnG=
https://www.tcpress.com/culturally-sustaining-pedagogies-9780807758335
https://www.tcpress.com/culturally-sustaining-pedagogies-9780807758335
https://www.tcpress.com/culturally-sustaining-pedagogies-9780807758335
https://www.tcpress.com/culturally-sustaining-pedagogies-9780807758335
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/e/9780203932100
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/e/9780203932100
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/e/9780203932100
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/e/9780203932100
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Meg_Gebhard/publication/291904145_Reclaiming_recess_Learning_the_language_of_persuasion/links/56ce4ae108ae059e375358d2.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Meg_Gebhard/publication/291904145_Reclaiming_recess_Learning_the_language_of_persuasion/links/56ce4ae108ae059e375358d2.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Meg_Gebhard/publication/291904145_Reclaiming_recess_Learning_the_language_of_persuasion/links/56ce4ae108ae059e375358d2.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Meg_Gebhard/publication/291904145_Reclaiming_recess_Learning_the_language_of_persuasion/links/56ce4ae108ae059e375358d2.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/328978412_Bats_and_grammar_developing_critical_language_awareness_in_the_context_of_school_reform
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/328978412_Bats_and_grammar_developing_critical_language_awareness_in_the_context_of_school_reform
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/328978412_Bats_and_grammar_developing_critical_language_awareness_in_the_context_of_school_reform
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/328978412_Bats_and_grammar_developing_critical_language_awareness_in_the_context_of_school_reform
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/328978412_Bats_and_grammar_developing_critical_language_awareness_in_the_context_of_school_reform
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/328978412_Bats_and_grammar_developing_critical_language_awareness_in_the_context_of_school_reform
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/328978412_Bats_and_grammar_developing_critical_language_awareness_in_the_context_of_school_reform
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/10665684.2013.808506?needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/10665684.2013.808506?needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/10665684.2013.808506?needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/10665684.2013.808506?needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/10665684.2013.808506?needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/10665684.2013.808506?needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/10665684.2013.808506?needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/00131725.2017.1350236?needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/00131725.2017.1350236?needAccess=true


 

 

Awareness Through a Youth Participatory Action Research Project With Latinx Youths, 

The Educational Forum, 81(4), 404-417. 

 

 

5. Connecting STEP English candidates and graduates to collaborative professional networks to 

support their ongoing professional development and ability to advocate for their students over 

the course of their careers. 

 

National organizations of potential interest: 

● National Council of Teachers of English  

● National Writing Project 

 

 

Profiles of faculty and Graduate Advisor 
 

Keisha Green, Assistant Professor and STEP ELA Coordinator 

I am Dr. Keisha L. Green from South Carolina. Born to a family of educators, I have been teaching or 

"playing school" since my toddler days. As an undergraduate, I majored in English and went on to pursue 

a Master's Degree in Journalism and Communications, which served me as a doctoral student in 

Educational Studies learning how to be an Ethnographer of youth literacy practices in out-of-school 

contexts. Currently, I have the pleasure of working with  Language arts teacher candidates and youth in 

and out of schools. Together we rethink curriculum and classroom or pedagogical practices. My hope is 

that education be used as a tool for liberation and creation of a community in which all people thrive. 

Drawing from my experiences teaching high school English language arts classes, college-level 

composition courses, and community-based youth development workshops, I facilitate the English 

Methods courses for our Secondary Language Arts Program. 

 

Meg Gebhard, Professor  

Meg Gebhard’s research agenda centers on understanding second language literacy development, 

teachers’ professional development, and the discourses of educational reform in the United States. Her 

work is informed by an institutional perspective of second language learning with a focus on analyzing 

how classroom practices shape and are shaped by the contexts of public schooling in the United States, 

particularly schools engaged in reform efforts. Her work has appeared in TESOL Quarterly, The Modern 

Language Journal, Canadian Modern Language Review, Equity and Excellence in Education, Journal of 

Language, Identity, and Education, Language Arts, Anthropology and Education, Education Leadership, 

Harvard Letter, and Journal of Staff Development. She serves on the editorial board for TESOL Quarterly 

and is the co-director of the ACCELA Alliance (Access through Critical Content and English Language 

Acquisition), a university-school partnership designed to support urban classroom teachers in using a 

Hallidayan perspective of language and learning to design, implement, and reflect on curriculum and 

instruction in the context of English-only state mandates and federal legislation such as No Child Left 

Behind. 
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Chalais Carter, Doctoral Student and STEP ELA Graduate Program Advisor 

As a former middle school math teacher in Phoenix, AZ and Springfield, MA and former education 

professional in non-profit education organizations, I am incredibly dedicated to uplifting the voices and 

concerns of young people impacted by decision making in education. Currently in my 3rd year of doctoral 

studies in the Teacher Education and School Improvement program, I am studying (1) how young 

people’s feedback can inform and impact education research, practice and policy and (2) how to sustain 

young people’s feedback on educational research, practice and policy in the current education reform era 

under the Every Student Succeeds Act. I also work as the STEP ELA Graduate Program Advisor, 

supporting interested candidates to learn more about and apply to our program. You can catch me at one 

of our monthly STEP ELA advising informational meetings this Fall. Contact: cncarter@umass.edu   

 

 

Profiles of graduating students and recent graduates  
 

Brian Anthony Bevilacqua, Alum 

I grew up in the Boston area and came to UMass in 2012 as an undergrad Journalism major. After joining 

different youth media programs in Springfield, I realized I wanted to teach journalism and English in the 

Springfield school system. I entered the UTS program in Fall 2018 and I hope to continue telling stories 

with young people as I work in the classroom. 

 

Nick Blaisdell, Alum 

Hello! I just graduated from the 180 Days in Springfield STEP pathway. After finishing my undergrad 

career at UMass as an English major and philosophy minor, I wanted to use my newly acquired 

knowledge of language and literature to meaningfully impact social change, specifically to combat the 

savage economic and educational inequalities produced by capitalism. As a program that prided itself 

with understanding the plight of urban education, 180 Days appeared to be a natural choice. Next year, I 

will be teaching high school ELA in Revere Public Schools and continuing my work in directing my free 

summer volunteer tutoring organization in Peabody. 

 

Danielle Desmond, Alum 

I always knew I was good at English and when I declared that as my major in undergrad at UMass, nearly 

everybody I talked to would ask "What are you going to do with that degree? Teach?" I had no idea what I 

was going to do with that degree, but on a whim I applied to STEP. I liked the idea of engaging in a 

multiple year program that would help me find a career path. Through the University to Schools for 

Graduates pathway, I was able to pursue passions and research and juggle a full time job to make ends 

meet. I'm better off for having taken my time and this program allowed me to do that. 

 

Brittany Marie Forlizzi, Alum 

I am from East Boston, Massachusetts - in the heart of the city! I made the decision to become a high 

school teacher in a city school back when I was in high school. Certain high school teachers filled in for 

the adults who I didn't have during that hard time. Luckily for me, they helped me get to where I am today. 

This is the reason I TEACH. I want to be that person for my future students. I want to be the person who 

never gives up on them, and who gives them that extra push they need. I am a recent graduate of the 

amazing 180 Days program which immerses you in a city school in Springfield for an entire year. I will be 

teaching high school English at Springfield Central High School for the 2019-2020 academic year! 

mailto:cncarter@umass.edu


 

 

 

 

Nicole Henderson, Alum 

I grew up in a small town outside of Boston where I learned to love reading and writing. I majored in 

English with a minor in Education at UMass and developed a passion for social justice and education, 

which led me to apply to the STEP English program. Next fall I will begin student teaching at Frontier High 

School through the Bridges to the Future Pathway. 

 

Andrew Hatch, Alum 

Hey! I grew up in a town called Hudson. As an English major, I wasn't expecting to become a teacher. But 

after several years of working at summer camps, I realized that I really enjoyed working with kids. I'm 

hoping to land a job in the Worcester area soon! 

 

Emma Leaning, Current Graduate Student 

Hi there! I teach 8th grade English in Springfield. I majored in Middle Eastern Studies at UMass. I've 

spent 6 years in the Army National Guard and value the experiences I have gained there. I will be joining 

the University to Schools (UTS) pathway in Fall 2019.  

 

Beth Marsh, Alum 

I caught the education bug the day I learned how to write my name and inked it onto the kitchen cabinets. 

Today, teaching is a second career. My first career was in academic publishing. I care deeply about rural, 

urban, and reluctant students as well as students experiencing grown-up stresses. This fall, I hope to be 

teaching English Language Arts in a school in Western Massachusetts. 

 

Rachel Ravelli, Alum 

After graduating from UMass Amherst in 2016 with a degree in English and Psychology, I returned for 

their supportive community, accessible resources for low-income students, and commitment to social 

change. Next year I will be teaching 9th Grade ELA and 11th Grade Creative Writing in Oakland, CA, and 

feel that the College of Education has well-prepared me for this important movement. 

 

Caroline Reilly, Alum 

At UMass, I majored in Journalism and English and minored in Education. I have worked with students as 

a dance teacher, camp counselor, and tutor. I was also a teen travel counselor for high schoolers this 

past summer and am currently a student athletic tutor at UMass, as well as the Vice President of 

scholarship for my sorority, Alpha Epsilon Phi. In the fall of 2019 I will be student teaching at STEM 

Middle Academy and am so excited to begin my work as an educator. 

 

 

Admissions 
We seek applications from diverse candidates who have content knowledge and are committed 

to the social, cultural, and academic development of all students. The follow information 

provides an overview of the application process: 

 

Step one: Attend an informational meeting (Fall and Spring) 

At these meetings, participants are introduced to the mission of STEP English and learn about 

the four pathways we offer toward licensure. These include: 

 



 

 

● University to Schools (UTS) Undergraduate Pathway: This pathway is only available 

to UMass undergraduates who have met with us during their freshman or sophomore 

years to establish a plan for how they can meet all subject matter requirements. As with 

all pathways, applicants must demonstrate a commitment to issues of equity and a 

desire to work with diverse youth through their previous course work, extra-curricular 

activities, or work experiences. In addition, they must have a level of maturity and 

professionalism required for entering a practicum in a local school. This pathway leads 

to an initial state license. Applicants interested in this pathway should contact Professor 

Bev Bell, bjbell@umass.edu.  

 

● University to School (UTS) Graduate Pathway: This pathway is typically a two year 

program for candidates committed to teaching in urban, suburban, or rural schools. 

During the first year students take graduate courses and complete subject matter 

requirements as needed. During the second or third year, students continue their 

graduate course work while completing a teaching pre-practicum in the fall semester and 

a full teaching practicum in the spring semester. Please note that this pathway is 

designed for full or part time study and allows more time for the completion of your 

degree and licensure requirements. It also provides opportunities for students to engage 

in classroom research as part of completing their degrees. As with all pathways, 

applicants must demonstrate a commitment to issues of equity and a desire to work with 

diverse youth through their previous course work, extra-curricular activities, or work 

experiences. In addition, they must have a level of maturity and professionalism required 

for entering a practicum in a local school. This pathway leads to an initial state license. 

Applicants interested in this pathway should contact Professor Bev Bell, 

bjbell@umass.edu.  

 

● 180 Days in Springfield Graduate Pathway: 180 Days is a one year immersion 

program for candidates committed to teaching in an urban district. This pathway is only 

available to applicants who have met all subject matter requirements prior to beginning 

their program of study in the fall and can commit to full time study. As with all pathways, 

applicants must demonstrate a commitment to issues of equity and a desire to work with 

diverse youth through their previous course work, extra-curricular activities, or work 

experiences. In addition, they must have a level of maturity and professionalism required 

for entering a practicum in a local school. This pathway leads to an initial state license. 

Applicants interested in this pathway should contact Professor Daryl Essensa, 

dessensa@umass.edu 

 

● Bridges to the Future (B2F) Graduate Pathway: Bridges to the Future is a one year 

immersion program for candidates committed to teaching in diverse rural and suburban 

school districts. This pathway is only available to applicants who have met all subject 

matter requirements prior to beginning their program of study in the fall and can commit 

to full time study. As with all pathways, applicants must demonstrate a commitment to 

issues of equity and a desire to work with diverse youth through their previous course 

work, extra-curricular activities, or work experiences. In addition, they must have a level 
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of maturity and professionalism required for entering a practicum in a local school. This 

pathway leads to an initial state license. Applicants interested in this pathway should 

contact Professor Ruth-Ellen Verock, ruth-ellen@educ.umass.edu  

 

 

Step two: Submit an application by the deadline for either the undergraduate and 

graduate pathways (Winter) 

● For applications to the Undergraduate UTS program 

● For applications to the UMass Graduate School 

● In addition to the material requested, include a resume, completed subject matter form, 

and a writing sample (e.g., a paper from a course related to some aspect of English 

education). In completing the subject matter form, please be as detailed as possible 

because a course number and title often does not provide enough information. 

Therefore, please include information regarding the main topics or goals of the course, 

key authors discussed, and final projects completed. Please also include the number of 

credits earned in each subject area.  

 

Step three: Faculty review application using the following criteria (February) 

● A well developed and carefully written personal statement of approximately 500 words. 

This statement should make clear why you are interested in entering the teaching 

profession and what you hope to accomplish in the future as a secondary language arts 

teacher. Keep in mind that we are interested in hearing why you are interested in coming 

to UMass and why a particular pathways fits with your professional goals.  

● Experience working with diverse youth during one’s undergraduate experience (e.g., 

extra-curricular activities, volunteering in schools, tutoring, summer work experience).  

● Evidence of leadership and a commitment to issues of equity based on a review of the 

applicant’s transcript, resume, writing sample, and personal statement. 

● English Subject Matter Knowledge based on a review of the applicants’ transcript and 

subject matter form. This review is significant in determining if you are eligible for the 

one-year pathways (e.g., Bridges to the Future, 180 Days in Springfield).  

● A minimum GPA of a 3.0  

● Passing the Communication and Literacy Skills (01) portion of the Massachusetts Test of 

Educator Licensure (MTEL). This is recommended for all STEP candidates and is 

required for all those interested in entering the University to Schools Undergraduate 

pathway. Note, after you are accepted, all licensure candidates must provide evidence 

that you have passed the Subject Matter Test for English Language Arts (61) before you 

are allowed to begin their teaching practicum. Therefore students admitted to Bridges to 

the Future and 180 Days in Springfield must pass MTELs prior to the fall semester. 

University to Schools must pass all state exams prior to beginning their teaching 

practicum during the spring semester of their second year.  

 

 

Step four: Interviewing with Secondary English Admissions Committee with Dr. Meg 

Gebhard, Dr. Keisha Green, and Ms. Chalais Carter, M.Ed. (February and March) 
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● Please approach these interviews in a professional manner. Come prepared to discuss 

your application materials and future plans in the same way you would if you were 

interviewing with a school district (e.g., subject matter knowledge form, resume, and 

personal statement) 

 

Step five: Notification of admission to STEP English (March) 

● We will notify applicants in the beginning of March  

● Applicants interested in 180 or Bridges to the Future will be contacted to schedule an 

additional interview with participating schools.  

 

Step six: Attend an orientation (April) 

● At the end of April we invite all admitted STEP English students admitted to UTS, 180, 

and Bridges to the Future to an orientation, At this meeting, you will meet the faculty and 

current students. In addition, we will provide you with information regarding Master 

Degree requirements, licensure requirements, registration, and living in the Pioneer 

Valley.  

● Please note that faculty are typically not on campus during the summer, so we make 

every effort to answer your questions in April so you are well prepared for September. 

Also note that new students are not able to register until the Graduate School sends you 

information, typically in August. Regardless of this time lag, you should have no 

concerns regarding registering for required courses. Typically, newly admitted students 

are able to register for classes by August before the Fall semester begins.  

● Please make sure that you check your UMass email regularly or have it forwarded to an 

email address you check often. The University will send you information over the 

summer and it is important that you know about upcoming events and important 

announcements (e.g., program deadlines and events, scholarship, job opportunities, 

speakers and the like).  

 

 

Step seven: Attend College wide orientation meeting and meet with your advisor every 

semester (August).  

At August orientation and advising meetings, you will regularly review:   

● M1 and M2 forms (Master’s Degree forms) 

● L forms (Licensure forms) 

● TK20 portfolio 

● Networking tools and professional opportunities  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.umass.edu/education/sites/default/files/form_m-1_med_proposed_program_of_study.pdf
https://www.umass.edu/education/sites/default/files/form_m-2_med_completed_program_of_study_10_2_17.pdf
https://www.umass.edu/education/be-teacher/educator-licensing-forms-milestones
https://blogs.umass.edu/tk20/about/faq/


 

 

 

Costs 
Please plan for the following costs: 

 

Tuition Most updated information on tuition  

Fees UMass fees explained 

MTEL Communication and Literacy Skills (01): $112 

English (61): $139.00 

Housing Off campus housing 

On campus housing  

TK20 Estimate: $100.00+ 

Books & 
Supplies 

Estimate: $150.00 per semester (new) 

Free with UMass Libraries and Interlibrary loan (used/borrowed) 

Car Access to a car is highly recommended as there is limited public 

transportation to placement schools and UMass. 

Funding College of Education assistantships, scholarships, and funding opportunities 

 

 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 
● Is this an online program? 

○ This program is not designed as a fully online program. However, we are taking 

into account disruptions related to the COVID-19 pandemic. Until the entire 

university is operating on a face to face schedule, we will be adapting as needed 

to support students who cannot be present to engage in studies. There will be 

the availability of hybrid courses (i.e., there is an option of in-person or remote) 

and we are planning for several different outcomes whether on campus or off 

campus. 

● Can I work and enroll in the program at the same time? 

○ The UTS pathway allows flexibility to students who need to work full or part-time. 

Bridges to the Future and 180 Days in Springfield require full time study.  

● I am already teaching, can I be in this program? 

○ Yes. The UTS pathway is designed for teachers already employed, but seeking a 

Master’s degree and state license.  

● How do I get experience working with youth? 

○ Take courses that a have service learning component. 

○ Look for summer employment at a camp or youth organization. 

○ Look for opportunities to volunteer.  

https://www.umass.edu/bursar/tuition/graduate-tuition-rates
https://www.umass.edu/bursar/fee-explanation
http://www.mtel.nesinc.com/TestView.aspx?f=HTML_FRAG/MA001_TestPage.html
http://www.mtel.nesinc.com/TestView.aspx?f=HTML_FRAG/MA007_TestPage.html
https://offcampushousing.umass.edu/
https://www.umass.edu/living/assign/grad-students
https://www.library.umass.edu/
https://www.library.umass.edu/ill/
https://www.umass.edu/education/information-current-students/assistantships-funding-opportunities


 

 

● Do I need a car? 

○ Having access to a car will give you more flexibility in finding a placement that is 

a match for you. Otherwise, you will need to rely on public transportation and 

may have fewer options for placement. There is limited public transportation to 

placement schools and UMass. 

● I am interested in applying, but did not major in English. Therefore, I am missing a 

number of subject matter requirements. Will my application be competitive? 

○ Yes, but you will mostly likely only be eligible for the University to Schools 

Pathway, not the one-year immersion pathways.  

○ You can complete these requirements at a community college, another college, 

or online. 

● I grew up in a predominately white middle class community and have not had 

much experience working across race, class, and language differences. What 

should I do? 

○ Join student organizations with a social justice mission. 

○ Take courses that have a service learning component. 

○ Look for summer employment at a camp or youth organization. 

○ Look for opportunities to volunteer.  

● When do I have to complete my subject matter requirements? 
○  The answer to this question depends on the pathway you choose to apply 

to. Please see Table 1 below for an overview of when the English subject 
matter knowledge must be completed.  

 
Table 1: When do I have to complete my subject matter requirements? 

Questions regarding subject matter completion: 
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

 

 

 

 

  Do my English 
Subject Matter 
Knowledge 
requirements 
need to be 
completed 
before fall 
semester of 
my STEP 
English 
practicum? 

Can I take 
courses online 
to fulfill 
subject matter 
knowledge 
requirements? 

Can I take 
independent 
study while 
enrolled in 
STEP 
English 
practicum? 

Can I fulfil 
Adolescent 
Literature and 
Reading 
Requirements 
(EDUC 693) 
during the 
STEP 
practicum? 
  

180 Days in 
Springfield 

YES, except 
EDUC 503 

YES NO NO 
  
  



 

 

 

 

Pathways 

Bridges to the 
future 

YES, except 
EDUC 503) 

YES NO NO 
  
  

University to 
Schools for 
Undergraduates 

YES, except 
EDUC 503) 

YES NO NO 
  
  
  

University to 
Schools for 
Graduates  

NO YES YES, during 
the first year 
of your 
program. 

YES 
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