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School Psychology Ph.D. (Licensure) 
Program of Study – SD + Licensure – Updated 9/2025 – approved by faculty senate 2/25/2026 

The program complies with the training standards outlined by the American Psychological Association 
(APA, 2015) and the National Association of School Psychologists (NASP, 2010). The program is 
accredited by the Massachusetts Department of Education and the American Psychological 
Association. 

Required Courses for School Psychology Ph.D. 
• EDUC 532 Applied Behavior Analysis in Applied Settings (3) 
• EDUC 594M Child and Adolescent Development for the Helping Profession (3) 
• EDUC 628 Prevention and Intervention for Mental Health Problems in Schools (3) 
• EDUC 632 Principles of Educational and Psychological Testing (3) 
• EDUC 656 Analysis of Variance for Educational Research (3) 
• EDUC 663 Experimental Single Case Research Designs for Educators & Helping Professionals (3) 
• EDUC 664 Research Methods: Quasi-experimental and Group Designs (3) 
• EDUC 669 Policy & Legal Perspectives in Special Education (3) 
• EDUC 678E Confronting Oppression in Education (3) replaced EDUC 677 
• EDUC 685 Developmental Psychopathology (3) 
• EDUC 694A Practicum in School Psychology Assessment (2 total)  
• EDUC 698Q School Psychology Practicum (6) 
• EDUC 698RR Advanced Practicum in School Psychology (6) 
• EDUC 702 School Based Consultation (3) 
• EDUC 705 School Psychology Educational Assessment (3) 
• EDUC 708 School Psychology Cognitive Assessment (3) 
• EDUC 741 Principles and Practices of School Psychology (3) 
• EDUC 762 School Psychology Social & Behavioral Assessment (3) 
• EDUC 775 Historical Foundations and Contemporary Theories of Psychology and Education (3) 
• EDUC 779 Physiological Bases of Human Behavior, Affect, and Learning (3) *previously 790S 
• EDUC 794I Prevention and Intervention for Achievement Problems in Schools (3) 
• EDUC 802 Professional Development: Supervision for School Psychologists (3) 
• EDUC 830 Pre-Doctoral Internship in School Psychology (6) 
• SCHPSYCH 899 Dissertation Credits (18) 

 
Required Courses Outside the College of Education  

• PSYCH – Cognitive Psychology 
• PSYCH - Social Psychology 

 

 
* Students are required to take EDUC 687M during any semester in which they participate in a research project 
 

Minimum of 101 Total Credits Required 
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School Psychology Ph.D. Program Sequence 
This is typically a 5-year+ program; 4 years of course work and practicum, and 1 year of internship. 
 
First Year Fall (13 Credits) 

• EDUC 708 School Psychology Cognitive Assessment  
• EDUC 694A Practicum in School Psychology (Cognitive Assessment) 
• EDUC 594M Child and Adolescent Development for the Helping Professional 
• EDUC 632 Principles of Educational and Psychological Testing 
• EDUC 741 Principles and Practices of School Psychology 

First Year Spring (13 Credits) 
• EDUC 705 School Psychology Educational Assessment  
• EDUC 694A Practicum in School Psychology (Educational Assessment) 
• EDUC 532 Applied Behavior Analysis in Applied Settings 
• EDUC 685 Developmental Psychopathology 
• EDUC 775 Historical Foundations and Contemporary Theories of Psychology and Education 

Second Year Fall (12 Credits) 
• EDUC 762 School Psychology Social & Behavioral Assessment 
• EDUC 698Q School Psychology Practicum 
• EDUC 663 Experimental Single Case Research Designs for Educators and Helping Professionals 
• EDUC 794I Prevention and Intervention for Achievement Problems in Schools 

Second Year Spring (12 Credits) 
• EDUC 628 Prevention and Intervention for Mental Health Problems in Schools 
• EDUC 698Q School Psychology Practicum 
• EDUC 702 School Based Consultation 
• EDUC 779 Physiological Bases of Human Behavior, Affect, and Learning *previously 790S 

Third Year Fall (15 Credits) 
• EDUC 698RR Advanced Practicum in School Psychology 
• EDUC 678E Confronting Oppression in Education 
• EDUC 664 Research Methods: Quasi-experimental and Group Designs 
• EDUC 669 Policy & Legal Perspectives in Special Education 
• PSYCH - Social Psychology 

Third Year Spring (9 Credits+) 
• EDUC 698RR Advanced Practicum in School Psychology 
• EDUC 656 Analysis of Variance for Educational Research 
• PSYCH – Cognitive Psychology 
• EDUC 687M* Research in School Psychology (elective) 

Fourth Year Fall (9 Credits+) 
• SCHPSYCH 899 Dissertation Credits 
• EDUC 698RR Advanced Practicum in School Psychology (elective) 
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• EDUC 687M* Research in School Psychology (elective) 

Fourth Year Spring (12 Credits+) 
• EDUC 802 Professional Development: Supervision for School Psychologists 
• SCHPSYCH 899 Dissertation Credits 
• EDUC 698RR Advanced Practicum in School Psychology (elective) 
• EDUC 687M* Research in School Psychology (elective) 

Fifth+ Year Fall & Spring (9 Credits+) 
• EDUC 830 Pre-Doctoral Internship in School Psychology 
• SCHPSYCH 899 Dissertation Credits 

* Students are required to take EDUC 687M during any semester in which they participate in a research project. 
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Pending  
• Putting Program of study changes into CCMS 9-2025  
• EDUC 697R is awaiting approval for a new permanent course number and title according to 

PSYCH.  Proposed title: Cognitive Psychology & Cognitive Neuroscience.   
• SP and Sally Pirie created 697E in 22-23 to fill the Social Psych need.  It is being made a 

permanent course this year (23-24). 
• 5/2024 update – Psych is taking SP students back into their social Psych course, and Laura V is 

teaching 677 again, so no changes necessary at this time. *updating 677 to 678E in program of 
study changes 9-2025 

Notes on Licensure & Accreditation  
Our route to licensure:  

DESE approves licensure  
DESE requires NASP  
NASP requires APA 

Faculty member managing PhD reports to APA    
Faculty member managing MEd/EdS reports to NASP, handles licensure 
EdPrep reports to DESE  

Notes 
Important note: Sometimes different courses and/or sequences are listed in the School Psychology 
Ph.D. handbook that is linked to the website.  This is purposeful.  The program of study below should 
always match the program of study on the website, but the handbook is updated every year to reflect 
what students are actually taking in upcoming years, i.e., any changes in sequence or substitutions that 
are necessary due to courses not being offered by other programs or being offered in a different 
semester than usual. 

Historical Notes 
See past programs of study in archive. 

• 615L used as a substitute course for 677 in 22-23.   
• Minimum number of credits needed to meet degree requirements unclear.  Includes 6 credits of 

EDUC 687M Research credits or not?  Reached out to SP 12/2023 to clarify. Added 687M credits 
back into list of required courses… 

 

Previous required classes 
• PSYCH 617 Cognitive Psychology 
• PSYCH 660 Adv Social Psychology 

PSYCH 617 and PSYCH 660 were originally the Cognitive and Social Psychology courses that School 
Psychology students were taking, but the content wasn’t a good fit.  So, in 2016 School Psychology and 
Psychology agreed on a collaboration on some APA required courses and Psychology began offering 
697R and 697S instead for School Psychology students. 
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However, these courses haven’t been offered consistently (needed every other year) by Psychology.  So, 
SP and Sally Pirie created 697E in 22-23 to fill the Social Psych need.  It is being made a permanent 
course this year (23-24). 
SD/SP is hoping to work with Psychology to discuss collaboration again and determine what they are 
committed to offering, and when, moving forward.    
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Any Updates to Program of Study, Course #s, Titles, etc. Need to be Made: 
• With EdPrep Office  
• In CCMS 
• Here / Academic Affairs  
• On the website 

o Program page(s) 
o RM listing if applicable  

• In the Ph.D. handbook (link on website) 
• In the college scheduling dashboard  
• Update department administrators in other departments 
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