Introduction

Results

Discussion

In order to understand the historical and
economic forces that have driven a wedge between
the incomes of whites and non-whites, I engaged in
extensive qualitative review of multiple sources, with
the end-goal of gleaming useful insights into the roots
of income inequality amongst races and what causes it
to be perpetuated. Particularly by examining the effect
of the legacy of slavery and racial discrimination on
the economic and political enfranchisement of
minority communities.

My contributions to Professor Cliggott’s work
were entirely qualitative. I analyzed multiple published
works with an eye towards narratives that would be
useful in understanding what exactly has caused
income inequality amongst races to rise to the level it
has. I then met with Professor Cliggott on a weekly
basis to discuss my findings, expand on my thoughts
through conversation, and strategize with Professor
Cliggott on what to focus on next. I read and analyzed
The New Jim Crow, The Empire of Cotton, and These
Truths.

The insights I gleamed are useful for
establishing the context of how income inequality
amongst races arose in America, and why it remains
an issue today. They are useful for examining potential
policy solutions to the issues, by highlighting the some
of institutions that are directly involved with
perpetuating income inequality amongst races. My
insights will also be useful for Professor Cliggott as he
continues to study and write about this subject, as
they highlight important issues to focus on.

Research Question

Through my literature review, I gleamed
several useful narratives that help illustrate how this
phenomena came to be. Through my study of Jill
Lepore These Truths, I established a historical context
of racial discrimination on a legal level back to the
1740’s in New York City. Through Sven Beckert’s The
Empire of Cotton I established a keen understanding of
the role of the cotton and slave industries in
establishing a ‘racial caste system’ (a term borrowed
from Michelle Alexander) that has caused a racial
division in our country to this day. Through Michelle
Alexander’s book The New Jim Crow, I learned how
that racial caste system has been perpetuated to the
modern day by the institution of mass incarceration.
Through my discussions with Professor Cliggott we
pieced together a narrative that explains how
historically, the political disenfranchisement of
minority communities has led to a state of economic
inequality amongst races.

Conclusion

What historical and economic forces have
led to the state of income inequality amongst races
that is so prevalent today?

Role of the Research Assistant
To provide feedback on the work that
Professor Cliggott has done on this subject, as well as
to conduct literature review to provide insights and
analysis for Professor Cliggott to incorporate further
into his work. Professor Cliggot has recently been
studying income inequality and documenting his
findings in his upcoming book. While most of the book
addresses income inequality on a broader scale, he
wanted to add a chapter about income inequality
amongst races, which I have been helping him
research.

Income inequality amongst races is deepseeded issue with a long historical context, from early
settlers, to Jim Crow, to the present institution of mass
incarceration. While the causes of this phenomena are
well documented and understood, further work must
be done in exploring policy remedies aimed at closing
the gap between the incomes of whites and nonwhites.
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