
Multi-Stakeholder Cooperatives 

MSCs include different membership classes such as consumers, 

producers, workers, volunteers, or the general community. MSCs 

generally reflect the interdependence of interests of multiple 

partners. In 1991, Italy was the first country to adopt a multi-

stakeholder statute. MSCs are also the fastest growing type of 

cooperative in Quebec. Despite this, MSCs had gained legal 

recognition only in the past 2 decades. MSCs in Canada and    

Europe are typically formed to address a social objective, such 

as healthcare. In the United States, the most popular type of MSC 

are sustainable food services. MSCs follow the “one member, 

one vote” rule as other cooperatives do, but only within the    

confines of the number of board seats allocated to 

each class of members. 

MSCs Working with NFCA: 

 Dorchester Food Co-op 

(MA) 

 Kingston Food Co-op (NY) 

 Charles River Food Co-op 

(MA) 

 Common Share Food Co-

op (MA) 

 North End Cooperative 

Market (CT) 
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Meghna Sa r mah  
Multi-Stakeholder Cooperative (MSC): A 

cooperative that formally allows for 

governance by representatives of 2 or 

make stakeholder groups within the same 

organization 

Best Practices: 

 General manager is not on board of directors 

 Board has an equivalent amount of members from each 

membership class 

 Board has 1 member elected by all membership classes 

 At least 20% patronage is paid in cash/check to 

members (might be state law) 

 Rotation in board member elections 

 Board term of up to 3 years 

 Board directors can serve up to 3 consecutive terms 

 Boisaco—Quebec, Canada 1984 

 Weaver Street Market—Carrboro, 

North Carolina 1988 

 Eroski—Basque Country, Spain 1969 

*probably the biggest MSC in the world 

 Penticton and Area Cooperative 

Enterprise (PACE) - British Columbia, 

Canada 2002 

 East Carolina Organics (ECO) - 

Durham, North Carolina 2005 
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