
JOHN J. CLEGG

CONTACT 412 N. Pleasant St., 307 Crotty Hall jjclegg@umass.edu 
UMass Amherst, Amherst MA 01002. 

EMPLOYMENT

2024- University of Massachusetts, Amherst 
Assistant Professor of Economics

2023-2024 University of Sydney 
Lecturer in Political Economy 

2022-2025 Lund University 
Researcher in Economic History

2022 Harvard University 
W.E.B. Du Bois Fellow, Hutchins Center for African & African American Research 

2018-2022 University of Chicago 
Harper-Schmidt Fellow, Society of Fellows 
Collegiate Assistant Professor, Social Sciences Division

EDUCATION

2018 Ph.D. in Sociology, New York University, New York 
Thesis: “From Slavery to Jim Crow: Essays on the Political Economy of Racial 
Capitalism.” Committee: Vivek Chibber, Ann Morning, Mike Hout, Duncan Foley, 
Steven Hahn

2011 MSc. in Economics, The New School for Social Research, New York
2005 M.A. (with distinction) in Philosophy, University of Sussex, Brighton
2002 B.A. (first class) in Philosophy, University of Sussex, Brighton

PUBLICATIONS (* = equal authorship)

Books

John Clegg and Adaner Usmani* From Plantation to Prison, under contract at Harvard University 
Press.

Peer Reviewed Research Articles

John Clegg and Adaner Usmani* “The Racial Politics of Mass Incarceration” forthcoming in 
Perspectives on Politics.

John Clegg “Slavery’s Carceral Legacy” American Journal of Sociology, 130 (6) 2025: 1351–1393.
John Clegg, Sebastian Spitz, Adaner Usmani and Annalena Wolcke* “Punishment in Modern Societies: 

The Prevalence and Causes of Incarceration Around the World” Annual Review of 
Criminology, 7, 2024: 211-231.

John Clegg and Adaner Usmani* “Labor Markets and Incarceration: The China Shock to American 
Punishment” Criminology, 61 2023: 957–993.

John Clegg and Adaner Usmani* “The Economic Origins of Mass Incarceration” Catalyst, 3 (3) 2020: 
9-53.

mailto:jjclegg@umass.edu
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1537592725102314
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/733783
https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/10.1146/annurev-criminol-022422-020311
https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/10.1146/annurev-criminol-022422-020311
https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/10.1146/annurev-criminol-022422-020311
https://doi.org/10.1111/1745-9125.12356
https://doi.org/10.1111/1745-9125.12356
https://catalyst-journal.com/vol3/no3/the-economic-origins-of-mass-incarceration


John Clegg “A Theory of Capitalist Slavery” The Journal of Historical Sociology, 33 (1) 2020: 74-98.
John Clegg and Duncan Foley* “A Classical-Marxian Model of Antebellum Slavery” Cambridge 

Journal of Economics, 43 (1) 2019: 107-138.
John Clegg “Credit Market Discipline and Capitalist Slavery in Antebellum South Carolina” Social 

Science History, 42 (2) 2018: 343-376.

Refereed Essays and Symposia

John Clegg “Roads To Freedom” New Left Review 151 2025: 113-128.
John Clegg and Rob Lucas* “Three Agricultural Revolutions” South Atlantic Quarterly, 119 (1) 2020: 

95-112.
John Clegg “A Class Blind Spot?” Global Labor Journal, 7 (3) 2016: 334-343.
John Clegg “Capitalism and Slavery” Critical Historical Studies, 2 (2) 2015: 281-304.

Working papers

John Clegg and Michael Weaver* “Counterfactual Reparations: The Effects of Federal Wealth 
Transfers to Black Sailors during the Reconstruction Era”

John Clegg “The Real Wages of Whiteness: Non-Slaveowners in the Slave South”
John Clegg, Sebastian Spitz and Adaner Usmani* “Punishing Categories : The Comparative-Historical 

Study of Racial Inequality in Punishment”
John Clegg, Michael Ralph and Benjamin Wiggins* “A Species of Property: The role of insurance in 

antebellum slaveholding”
John Clegg, Federico Masera, Michele Rosenberg and Sarah Walker* “The Social and Economic 

Impact of African American Enlistment in the American Civil War”

Book chapters

John Clegg, Sebastian Spitz and Adaner Usmani* “The Pitfalls of Presentism: For the Comparative-
Historical Study of Mass Incarceration” forthcoming in Rebecca Emigh and David 
McCourt (eds.) Oxford Handbook of Comparative Historical Sociology (Oxford 
University Press). 

John Clegg and Aaron Benanav* “Crisis and Immiseration” in Werner Bonefeld et al. (eds.) The SAGE 
Handbook of Frankfurt School Critical Theory (Sage) 2018: 1629-1648.
translated into French 

John Clegg and Rob Lucas* “Brown v. Ferguson” in Rachel Kushner (ed.) The Best American Non-
required Reading 2016 (McSweeney’s) 2016: 366-397.
translated into Greek, Mandarin

John Clegg and Aaron Benanav* “Misery and Debt” in Andrew Pendakis et al. (eds.) Contemporary 
Marxist Theory: A Reader (Continuum) 2014: 585-608.
translated into French, German, Italian, Swedish, Spanish, Czech, Greek, Mandarin

Public writing 

Irene Wardle, Amy Davidson, Lynette Riley, John Clegg “Colonial tactics of violence and control: 
Collating, digitising and analysing the mass incarceration of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Peoples from early invasion” forthcoming Splinter Journal

John Clegg “In Praise of Treason” The Brooklyn Rail 2023

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/johs.12259
https://academic.oup.com/cje/article-abstract/43/1/107/4868462
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/social-science-history/article/credit-market-discipline-and-capitalist-slavery-in-antebellum-south-carolina/5D4AD043345081CFA468BABA873B64F1
https://newleftreview.org/issues/ii151/articles/john-clegg-roads-to-freedom
https://read.dukeupress.edu/south-atlantic-quarterly/article-abstract/119/1/95/147844/Three-Agricultural-Revolutions?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://mulpress.mcmaster.ca/globallabour/article/view/3030
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/683036?journalCode=chs
https://brooklynrail.org/2023/03/field-notes/In-Praise-of-Treason


John Clegg and Adaner Usmani*  “Reifying Racism” Spectre 2021
John Clegg “How Slavery Shaped American Capitalism” Jacobin 2019
John Clegg “Black Representation After Ferguson” The Brooklyn Rail 2016

Datasets

John Clegg and Adaner Usmani*  “History of Punishment dataset” 2025
John Clegg “African American Civil War Soldiers database” 2023

GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS

External:

2023-25 Swedish Criminal Justice History 1830-1930, Swedish Research Council
2022 Workshop on Comparative and Historical Incarceration, Handelsbanken Stiftelsetjänst
2021-23 Insuring Slavery: Actuarial Science and the Underwriting of the Atlantic Slave Trade 

Science & Technology Studies Grant, National Science Foundation
2020-21 Explanatory and Normative Challenges in the Study of American Mass 

Incarceration, Workshop and Multidisciplinary Research Collaborative program, 
Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study

2020-21 Insuring Slavery: Underwriting Risk in the 18th century 
Digital Humanities Seed Grant, New York University

2018 Freedom’s Movement: Mapping African American Space in War and Reconstruction 
Digital Humanities Advancement Grant, National Endowment for the Humanities

2018-22 Harper-Schmidt Fellowship, University of Chicago
2017 Prize Fellowship in Economics, History and Politics, Harvard University, finalist
2017 Center for Engaged Scholarship Dissertation Fellowship, honorable mention
2017 NYC Digital Humanities Graduate Student Digital Project Award
2011-16 MacCracken Fellowship, New York University, New York
2007-11 Dean’s Prize Fellowship, The New School for Social Research, New York

Internal:

2023 SSPS Research Funding Scheme, University of Sydney
2019-21 Practices of Emancipation 

Faculty Research Project Grant, Neubauer Collegium, University of Chicago
2021 Book Workshop Grant, Center for International Social Science Research, University of 

Chicago
2018 Mapping the Chicago Riot of 1919, Visualization for Understanding and Exploration 

award, Faculty Research Project Grant, Neubauer Collegium, University of Chicago
2015-16 Global Research Initiative Fellowship, New York University, Berlin

INVITED TALKS AND WORKSHOPS 

2025 “The Political Economy of Mass Incarceration” Forum for Real Economic 
Emancipation, The University of Tulsa.

2025 “Counterfactual Reparations: The Effects of Federal Wealth Transfers to Black Sailors 
during the Reconstruction Era” Race and Stratification Working Group, NBER.

https://spectrejournal.com/reifying-racism/
https://jacobinmag.com/2019/08/how-slavery-shaped-american-capitalism
https://brooklynrail.org/2016/05/field-notes/black-representation-after-ferguson
https://gist.github.com/ausmani23/76acff17387cbbc15559cc02bc11b991
https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/usct/african-american-civil-war-soldiers/


2024 “Return to Rusche: Rethinking the Political Economy of Punishment” Economics 
Seminar, New School For Social Research.

2022 “Slavery’s Carceral Legacy in the Postbellum South” Seminar for Comparative Social 
Analysis, UCLA

2022 “Mapping Emancipation: Digitizing the Military Records of African American Civil 
War Soldiers” W. E. B. Du Bois Research Institute Colloquium, Harvard

2022 “Mass Incarceration in Comparative and Historical Perspective” Business, Government 
and the International Economy Seminar, Harvard Business School 

2021 “American Mass Incarceration in Comparative and Historical Perspective” Political 
Economy Workshop, UMass Amherst 

2021  “Insurance, Slavery, and the Question of Valuation” Critical History Today Lecture, 
The New School for Social Research

2021 “What Explains Mass Incarceration?” Accelerator Workshop, Radcliffe Institute
2021 “Reifying Racism” Practical Philosophy Colloquium, Free University Berlin
2021 “The Carceral Legacy of Slavery” University Seminar in Economic History, Barnard
2020 “The Carceral Legacy of Slavery” Dondena Seminar Series, Università Bocconi
2019 “Non-Slaveowners in the Slave South” Economic History Workshop, Michigan
2019 “Slavery and Capitalism” Holstein Colloquium Series, Marquette University
2019 “The Real Wages of Whiteness” History, Culture, and Society Workshop, Harvard
2018 “Du Bois and the Wages of Whiteness” Racisme et Histoire Séminaire, Paris Nanterre
2018 “The Administration of Things” Economic and Social Research Aotearoa, New Zealand
2018 “The Study of Slavery and Abolition in the Digital Age” Gilder Lehrman Center, Yale
2017 “Degrees of Freedom” Sociology Department Speaker Series, Johns Hopkins University
2016 “Brown v. Ferguson” Vår Makt conference, Malmö, Sweden

SELECTED CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

2024 “The Other Williams Thesis” 80th anniversary of Capitalism and Slavery conference, 
Havana, Cuba 

2023 “The Two Souls of Abolition” in Lo Destituyente: Ruptura de la dialéctica entre lo 
instituido y lo instituyente, Casa de Filosofía, Montevideo, Uruguay

2023 “Measuring Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander incarceration in Australian history” 
Law and Society Association of Australia and New Zealand, University of Technology 
Sydney, Australia 

2022 “The Real Wages of Whiteness: Fear of Slave Competition in the Abolitionist 
Imagination” in The Anti-Slavery Moment: Capitalism, Democracy, and Abolition in 
the Nineteenth-Century Atlantic, Princeton University

2022 “The Carceral Legacy of Slavery and Serfdom” Economic History Society conference, 
University of Cambridge

2021 “Slavery, Insurance, and the Value of Life” Annual Meeting of the Organization of 
American Historians, online

2019 “Mapping the Chicago riot of 1919” Annual Meeting of the Social Science History 
Association, Chicago



2019 “The Origins of Mass Incarceration” Annual Meeting of the American Sociological 
Association, New York

2018 “Job loss and Incarceration: Local labor market effects of a natural experiment” Annual 
Meeting of the American Sociological Association, Philadelphia

2017 “The African American Civil War Soldiers Database” Building Historical “Big Data” 
Together, Annual Meeting of the Social Science History Association, Montreal

2017 “The Distribution of Income in Post-emancipation Societies” Comparative Abolition in 
the Atlantic and Indian Oceans, Leeds University

2017 “Capitalism, Slavery, and Emancipation” Historical Materialism, Beirut
2016 “Mapping the general strike: African American self-emancipation 1862-65” Annual 

Meeting of the Social Science History Association, Chicago
2015 “Financing the Cotton Trade: How credit and collateral shaped Southern slavery” 

Business History Conference, Miami
2014 “Credit Market Discipline in Antebellum South Carolina” Annual Meeting of the Social 

Science History Association, Toronto
2013 “The Dynamics of Capitalist Slavery” Comparative and Historical Sociology Mini-

conference, Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, New York
2011 “The Wages of Slavery” Slavery, Emancipation and the New Left: The Work of Robin 

Blackburn, The New School for Social Research
2009 “Crises of Inclusion: Capitalist crisis and racial segregation in the post-war US” Crisis, 

Contradiction, Contestation, University of California Berkeley

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

2024- Assistant Professor, University of Massachusetts, Amherst 
“American Economic History” graduate and undergraduate seminars 
“Introduction to Economic History” graduate seminar

2023-2024 Lecturer, Sydney University 
“Social and Economic Inequality” undergraduate lecture course 
“Class, Race and Gender” senior undergraduate seminar 

2022 WEB Du Bois Fellow, Harvard University 
“Mass Incarceration in Comparative and Historical Perspective” junior social 
studies tutorial, co-taught with Adaner Usmani

2018-2021 Collegiate Assistant Professor, University of Chicago 
“Power, Identity, Resistance” and “The Comparative Historical Sociology of Mass 
Incarceration” undergraduate seminars

2015-2016 Graduate Assistant, Critical Theory and the Arts MA, School of Visual Arts, New York 
“Serious Times Lecture Series” and “Money and Capitalism” graduate seminars

2011 Adjunct Lecturer, Pratt Institute, New York 
“Global History 1400-1800” undergraduate lecture course

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

Economic History Association 
Cliometrics Society 
Social Science History Association 



Union for Radical Political Economics

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

2025- Delegate, Faculty Senate, UMass Amherst
2025- Convener: History and Political Economy Workshop, UMass Amherst
2025 PhD. Committee member for Casey Bucholz, UMass Amherst Economics
2023 Convener: Political Economy Seminar Series, University of Sydney
2022 Supervisor for four MA theses in Economic History at Lund University
2021 M.A. Thesis Advisor for Jess Lipka, Masters of Arts Program in the Social Sciences, 

University of Chicago
2019-2020 Co-Chair, Society of Fellows, University of Chicago
2018-2022 Faculty affiliate, Center for the Study of Race, Politics & Culture, University of 

Chicago
2019 Convener, with Eve Ewing, Loose Machinery: A Symposium on the Chicago Race Riot 

of 1919, Gray Center for Arts and Inquiry, University of Chicago
2018-2019 Director, Mapping the Chicago Riot of 1919 

Supervising and training students in archival and GIS methods
2015-2016 Researcher for the Private Debt Project, Institute for New Economic Thinking
2006-2007 Researcher for Marx-Engels-Gesamtausgabe, Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Science

ADDITIONAL TRAINING

2016 ICPSR Summer Program workshop, Regression Analysis for Spatial Data, Boulder, CO
2014 ICPSR Summer Program in Quantitative Methods, Ann Arbor, MI

SKILLS

Software: R (Coursera certified), GitHub, Stata, ArcGIS, LATEX  
Languages: English (native), French (fluent), German (reading)
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