
The DEFA Film Library presents

A PUBLIC FILM FESTIVAL

June 11 - 16, 2023
Amherst Cinema | UMass Amherst

TAKEN FOR A RIDE (GDR, 1983, dir. Frank Beyer, 103 min., color)
Mick and Sauly live in a fictional big city that looks much like New York. These two homeless boys dream of escaping to the ocean. In their travels, they visit 
strange places… This road movie filmed in the USA, Cuba and Bulgaria critiques the rejection of poor people, social discrimination and injustice. 
Introduction by Mariana Ivanova (Academic Director, DEFA Film Library)

OSCEOLA (GDR, 1971, dir. Konrad Petzold, 108 mins., color) 
Florida, 1830. The Seminoles have resisted being moved to reservations, but white plantation owners, angry at the number of Black slaves fleeing to Seminole 
protection, want their land. One of 14 East German productions made between the 1960s-1980s that tried to demonstrate an allegiance with indigenous peoples 
and their resistance against colonizers. Introduction by Priscilla Layne (UNC Chapel Hill)

PAUL ROBESON: “I’M A NEGRO. I’M AN AMERICAN.” (GDR/FRG, 1989, dir. Kurt Tetzlaff, 84 mins., b/w & color, doc.) 
A cinematic homage to the son of a former slave, the African American singer, actor and civil rights activist Paul Robeson (1898–1976). Focusing on events in 
Robeson’s lifet he film offers rare historic footage and photographs of the U.S. civil rights movement. As a “voice of the other America,” East German 
officials used his image to bolster GDR solidarity with the U.S. civil rights movement. Introduction by SFI co-director Evan Torner (U of Cincinnati)

All films are in German with English subtitles | All UMass screenings are free | Amherst Cinema screenings are free to members or regular box office prices apply

Content Warning: Some scenes and wording in the films are racist, sexist and disrespectful. The DEFA Film Library has endeavored to provide content warnings and to use 
suitable wording substitutes to capture the problematic nature of such scenes and word choice when they appear. We ask viewers to approach all these films with a critical lens.

UMass Integrative Learning Center, Room S350 or S240, 650 N Pleasant St | Parking: Campus Parking Garage (5 min. walk to ILC) or free parking on campus after 5:00pm. 
Amherst Cinema, 28 Amity Street, Amherst, MA 01002 | Parking: Behind the cinema or metered parking in town.

A SNOWMAN FOR AFRICA (GDR, 1977, dir. Rolf Losansky, 84 mins., color)
Every day, Asina, a little girl from Africa, waits for the ship from Rostock, East Germany. The young sailor Karli will be on it, and he has promised to bring 
her something special that does not exist in Africa. Finally, the day arrives, and Asina gets her present: a talking snowman! Introduction by Evan Torner 
(U of Cincinnati)

HERZSPRUNG (Germany, 1992, dir. Helke Misselwitz, 87 mins., color)
Johanna, a young mother, is a victim of the general economic collapse shortly after German unification in 1990. She falls in love with a stranger, 
who is a Black man from western Germany. Some refuse to accept their relationship, and racism and resentment lead to a fatal escalation of events. 
Introduction by Faye Stewart (UNC Greensboro)

BAILING OUT (GDR, 1984, dir. Iris Gusner, 94 mins., color)
Maja, a single mother in her thirties, leads a very practical and steady life until she decides to risk it all: She quits her job, sells her country home, and 
moves to the city with her daughter. Despite all the changes, she continues to look for a fulfilling relationship. Introduction by Priscilla Layne (UNC Chapel Hill)

BECOMING BLACK (Germany, 2019, dir. Ines Johnson-Spain, 91 mins., color, doc.)
In this autobiographical film, a white couple living in East Germany in the 1960s tells their Black child that her skin color is purely by chance and has no 
meaning. This is also what the girl believes, until she accidentally discovers the truth as a teenager. Introduction by Priscilla Layne (UNC Chapel Hill)

Shorts Program 1
APARTHEID, NO! (GDR, 1974, dir. Günter Weschke, 32 mins., b/w, doc.)  | THREE LETTERS (GDR, 1963, dir. Max Jaap, 20 mins., b/w, doc.) |    
TWO FROM SOWETO (GDR, 1977/78, dir. Hashim Said, 21 min., color, doc.)   | GOOD LUCK! IMAGES OF AN ENCOUNTER (GDR, 1981, dir. 
Rainer Burmeister, 26 min., color, doc.) Introduction by Evan Torner (U of Cincinnati)

THE HOMES WE CARRY (Germany, 2022, dir. Brenda Akele Jorde, 89 mins., color, doc.)   
A family caught in the turmoil of world history between Germany, Mozambique and South Africa, at the center of which is the Afro-German mother Sarah. 
Wanting her daughter to have the relationships she lacked as a child, they travel to Africa to visit the child’s father and Sarah’s father, Eulidio, who remembers 
his time as a Mozambican contract worker in East Germany. Introduction by Katrin Bahr (Centre College)

Shorts Program 2
BROTHER LAND HAS BURNED DOWN (Germany, 1991, dir. Angelika Nguyen, 27 mins., color, doc.) | FAR FROM KLEIN WANZLEBEN 
(GDR, 1989, dir. Andreas Dresen, 41 mins., color, doc.) Introduction by Katrin Bahr (Centre College)

NAMIBIA – RETURN TO A NEW COUNTRY (Germany, 1997, dir. Christoph Schuch, 85 min., color, doc.)
Starting in 1979, children were evacuated from Namibia to protect them from the violence of the civil war between South Africa and the socialist liberation 
movement, SWAPO. East Germany accepted almost 500 for their “protection, education, and socialist training.” The young Namibians interviewed in this 
film reflect on the experiences of their childhoods in East Germany, focusing especially on their sense of identity and the difficulties they faced fitting into 
society after their sudden return in 1990. Introduction by Victoria Rizo Lenshyn (Associate Director, DEFA Film Library)

The public film festival and the Summer Film Institute are supported by the German Consulate General Boston; 
the DEFA Foundation and PROGRESS Film in Germany; and the DEFA Film Library and German & Scandinavian Studies at UMass Amherst.

Film Distributors: Angelika Nguyen, Avanti-Film, DEFA Film Library, Film Five, Film University Babelsberg KONRAD WOLF, JUNO Films and PROGRESS Film.

  6:45 PM | UMass ILC S240

  2:00 PM | UMass ILC S350

  7:00 PM | Amherst Cinema

Sun., June 11          HIDDEN FIGURES

Mon., June 12          BLACK AMERICANS IN EAST GERMANY

Wed., June 14                        BLACKNESS AND GERMAN-NESS

Thurs., June 15                        DOCUMENTARY AND TOKENIZING STUDENTS AND CONTRACT WORKERS - Part 1

Tues., June 13                         FEATURE FILMS AND THE LENS OF RADICALIZATION

  2:00 PM | UMass ILC S240

  7:30 PM | UMass ILC S240

  2:00 PM | UMass ILC S240

  7:00 PM | Amherst Cinema

  7:30 PM | UMass ILC S350

  2:00 PM | UMass ILC S350

  2:00 PM | UMass ILC S350

 7:30 PM | UMass ILC S240

Organized and hosted by
umass.edu/defa

@defafilmlibraryamherst

Fri., June 16                        DOCUMENTARY AND TOKENIZING STUDENTS AND CONTRACT WORKERS - Part 2

  2:00 PM | UMass ILC S240


